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Py1Lippians IE. 16, 4 


Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attain, 
[tt us walk by the ſame Rule, let us 
Epaphraditus to preſent it to their ſuffery 


the ſame Thing. ' 
HIT.E Paol cominued « Rams the tans. | 
apo le. Epaphroditus, after a dangerous ſk 7 
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EINE raiſed a gratuity for higrelief, and ſoit - - 
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nels, returning home 10 Philippi, St. Paul ſent by F- 5 
>» 


this letter of thanks to that beneficeat_ aſſembly of che 
tians, who had liberally contributed ta his relief. T1 
this incident was the occaſion of this epiſtle, yet the apoliie- 
takes this opportunity ta.impart ſome goad. gifts: ta | them-+ 
of a ſpiritual nature, in.retucn for their,affeftion-and tetz-- 
poral relief, Beſides ſome elucidations and bright tou 238 F 
an the-peculiar. doQrines. of the chriſtian faith, dotrigez.  . | 
however common to the church uniyerſal in all a $ | 
belides ſome incidental. reflexions on the then Wok M2” 
of the chriſtian cauſe ;-—he interſperſes- the whole wi 
oþfervations adapted to the peculiar. ſtate of things;K 
Philippi,  ,Jf we conſider this, it will very much affiltu: 
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rh wage the ſeyeral parts of this epiſtle. And in» 
deed we ſhall find the apoſtle. in all his letters has” a ge- 
neral eye to the particular circumſtances of the church or 
perſon to whom. he writes—and many ſentences and allu- 
lions are reſtricted by theſe views. His moſt extenſive 
deſign, in all his epiſtles, was ito confirm the faithful : to 
which end he atrentively inſpeted the ſtate of the 
churches, and according to their different exigences, he 
—___ tis ſpiritual advice and apoſtolic exhortation. 

; The ſaints at Philippi were united in a good opinion of 
faint Paul, their ſpiritual father, and paid a high regard tq 
pi dictates and advice, whether given by inſpiration, or 

1s own private. judgment. And he made uſe-gf this in- 
fluence, nor to aggrandize himſelf, bur to ſerve the cauſe 
of the redeemer, by ſettling and reconciling differences 
ad animoſities,., by cultivating that fellowſhip and union ; 
which. being enlarged to the comprehenſion of a numerous 
body of chriſtians, was appoinred to ſuccede the miraculous 
powers in ſupporting and diffuſing chriſtianity —_ the 
mores. og ways are conſummately vey v me in- 

af ' the , the miraculous powers fublerved wo 
earn the #57 ahd evidence, or verification, of. ehril- 
tatity. - And having demonſtrably atteſted rhe cauſe, and 
{upernaturally upheld it againſt al oppoſition,” till it had 
formed ſuch an intereſt among men, as, being cemented 


uppert and propagate itſelf in a natural way, theſe powers 
were gradually withdrawn, when effe&ual care had been 
taken for the ſecurity of the goſpel. The tranſtnitring of 
it therefore in ſome meaſure devolved itſelf on ' its con- 
verts, under the all-controlling, over-ruling providence of 
heaven.” Tho! God t, at 
natural ends, by ſecondzyy cauſes and ſubordinate means ; 
yer there is room” for the concurrent agency of theſe 
caufes—and' bence we are to work together with ' God. 
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ancreaſed, to recommend this. uſefg] 
and, bencvolence, which, cementing the Vehs 
ſhould. in. due tirae farm an impregnable, eſp rit hips corps 
ſuccede the ſu xernatural effuſions af the: divine [pirit,.a:4d 
co-operate with God in carrying on and {upporting &x4 
lane great deſign. Evenin the infancy of 4he churchegy's | 
while being too ſmall. to form reſpeQtable wnions ; ani 
conſequently while yet they could .not lee and! feel tha 
unmediate ule which was afterwards to: be made of 
heavenly principles of lovg and forgiveneſs taught;by theik 
divine maſter ;— The apoſlles carefully, watched this prips 
ciple, took peculiar care to implant: and cylrivate 'K, 
ulcd apoſtolic authority-ip recommending, if. 
And as the church multiplied, they were very i 

to. extinguiſh animoſities. and heal differences,' iuione pa 

and anvther : which -aroſe, not from the parure. ofthe 
chriſtian inſticution, bur from partial underſtauding of 
and from 1 carly imbibed prejudices, not at Once'to be WET: 
off,, and which the apoſtles treated! with the IT 
derneſs and wiſdom.. Beſides what: were ingidentaþe Pi: 
ticular churches, there were other miſtakes of greater is 
rent. The Jews were diſperſed throughout the Ronan 
empire, and ſettled in great numbers in Greece, Mace | 
nia, and around the Archipelago. . And though chriftian : 
pever made any great.imprefſion an the body of that peoge: 

eta few in almoſt every place became _ : Lhels 
ew- nevertheleſs: occalioned «a yery capital ' controverſy. 
por\eaſily ſettled: by [apoſtolic authority; which takes uh 
fome. part of almoſt every book of the new-teſtament, taw- 
cept the evangeliſts: acontroverſy,which, being differe; &: 
ly apprebended by chriſtians of ſucceeding ages, has rf. 
birth to palemical divinity or controverſy on the doQtrizzzy 
af faith, i The few Jewiſh "converts did 'at firſt rece 's 
Jeſus Chriſt as the Meſſiah on the-evidence of his re/: 
refien chiefly and other- miracles, and partly in. fulfi 


Wafers - bur did not imagine that euher co | ; i 4 
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of the law was to be aboliſhed. ' They therefore uſed their 
endeavours to bring the Gentile chriſtians to the law ; and 
though they received Chriſt, yet their great dependance 
was on the Jaw : "They accordingly truſted for acceptance 
and juſtification to the works of the-law, of more impor- 
tance with them than that righteouſrreſy which rg through 
the" faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
faith.” "There were other Jewiſh converts, who tho' they 
did not lay the chief fireſs on the deeds of the law, yet 
thought the obſervance of it neceffary, truſting neverthe- 
teſs in the atonement of Chriſt, and preferring the righ- 
reouſneſs by faith. Phe former were dangerous, being 
really enemies 'to the croſs of Chriſt : the latter were 
tolerable, and might ſafely be reccived into the fellowſhip 
of the goſpel 3 it was neceffary to att in ſteady opgeicion 
to the one, with the utmoſt condefcention and humanity 
t6 the other. 

The body of Bebrew chriſtians fram the beginning re- 
tained Fireunitifion and the law, which St. Paul had de- 
chared to be right for them, though not for the gentile 
cBriftians. ith difficulty the apoſtle kept them united 
his day': bur ſoon after his death the Hebrew converts 
broke off a1 Eharity and communion with theGemile con- 
verts, becauſe the latter woald nor obſerve circumciſion 


known by the name of Nazarene, or circumciſed, chriſti- 
ati. The Copti chriſtians circumciſe to this day. Toſe- 
phus the hiſtorian is faid to have at laſt joined himlelf to 


_ thoſe believing Fetvs,, who about his time broke off all 


communication with the belteving Gentiles, Epiphanius 
was acquainted with them, A. D. 770, and called them he- 
icy, ** for no other reaſon that I can perceive, but that 
nies for with their chriſtian faith, continued the uſe 
of circomciſſon and the jewiſh /awv ; which is a thing St. 
Paal never blamed in's jewiſh chriſtian,” He might Nee 
cenſured St, James and thoſe thouſands of the Jeruſalem 


and 


ahd the Tow. They were long afrer diſtinguiſhed and, 
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verts,. and very much at the head of it ; the apoltle 1a 
. with reſpe& to thoſe. who were the moſt crafty and 1 


.exhorts them to beware, to take heed, to be on their guart 
with reſpect to thoſe teachers who Fagan circumcition, thy = 
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and Galilee chriſtians, for hereticks,, concerning: whom Þ:.. 
ge faid to St. Paul; Atts 21. 20. T beau [eeſt, br! "MY 
ow many thouſands of, Fews there are, #1 ic | BELIEVE, 4t4d 
they are ALL zealous of 1he LAW. Tk 
T his controverly had: affcfted the, church at Philippic; 
and perhaps Euodias and, Syntiche might be. Jewiſh coſ. 
fatigable in proſelyting the Gentile chriſtians.cothe cer(»- 
monial, pompous, burdenſome inſtitution of Moſes, 4ewar# 
of daps, beware of evtt workers, beware 4 the conciſien;;_ 
which plaioly ſhews they were ia danger from. the quarte#.. - 


of which 1 have been ſpeaking. The apoſtle therefo Þ 


ceremonial rites, the obſervation: © hol dat => 
new-moons, and other feſtivals, and place the efonce Ml 
chriſtianity in theſe things. . And he takes occaſion. to pro- 
duce his own example.in evidence—by which. it appearcie: 
that he had been in every reſpe& a Hebrew, ſtood com- 
lete in that iahroaſnels which was of the law ; but hnc+ 
is ſoul had been enlightened with the invaluable diſcgs” 
yeries of the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſux;. 
he counted all his boaſted attainments in judaiſm as a trifle;:, 
deſiring henceforward to be found in Chriſt, not having op: 
his own righteouſneſs, .which was of the law, bay hy 
which is through the faith of Chriſt... Having entirely 
broke off from judaiſm, being convinced that it was ſu 
ceded by a more perfett and ſublime and ſpiritual inflitg- . 
tion, he preſſed forward to perfeftion in Chriſt—and being; 


deſirous to unite 8 many 23 poſſible with him, _ he wag's 


willing to walk together with his brethren the Hebrew: 
chriſtians as far as they hed attained, who ſincerely be. 
ſieved in Chriſt, yet thought themſelves obliged to obſerve:* 
the law, _ If they placed their dependance on Chriſt fo”. 


ACCCPtance, they might be indulge their "We: P io þ 
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fot the obſervance of their hw, provided they would be 


. Content char'the Gentile converts ſhould be at liberty 6n 


"theſe matters ;' ir being far berter for rhofe that agreed in 
efſentials, to live in harmony and fellowſhip, than under 
i the moſt ſpecious-pretexts to reſolve theinſelves into fruit- 
"fs, yndeterminable coritroverſyand aHhenation; And then 
the'apoſtle"introduces this general advice, equally appli- 
"cable tp all, whether Jewiſh or Gentile wee, ras 
they had attained, towalk by the fame rule, and"raind the 
fame thing, © "This harmony. would "cement then into''a 
reſpetable body, and perfe& rhem in that benevolence 
chriſtian charity, withour which they were pothing,” 
| '-Hayingrhus finiſheddhe veceffryWin ration of the text; 
'Iprocced to what news nay 41 view, the applicacion 
-of it t9 1s, my brethren, ,of the x hoe, omInNa- 


tion, as well'in New-England in general, as the particular 


Ciftrif of this*colony. | And 'in order to procede clearly, 

_ perceive that the procye of union bps 7 in 
[E text, may he. applicable and rake' place among our 

Qiviches, 1 fall © x 

*+'L Enumerate ſome of thoſe fandamenta] principles of 

Elriftianity and eccleſiaftical polity, in which our churches 


are ly agreed. 

NN: F fhalt arr fone things on which we differ jn 
L- nv or are ſuppoſed to differ ; and ſhew that this 
Ufſerence need not to vbſtro& the general harmony and 
union—and that theſe ſuppoled differences might be yreat- 
Ty lefleved by benevolen and honorable conceſſions. And 
"0 03- in ſorge reaſons, taken from the WP 
-of the common cauſe, and the preſent ſtare of our churches, 
to ſhew'the wiſdom and advanrage of union and good fel- 
whip, bath. among the miniſters and the churches. 
TL 1 ſhall enninerate ſome of the fundamental pics 
kb | rw in which we are generally agreed. I ſhall 

col 


ne myſelf tothoſe rhings which congregationalifts 
y 10—but ſhall have occaſiun to __—_ 
everal 
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ſeveral things in which we have the hippitieſs ro agres 
with the proteſtant churches throughout the world ; as 
= as others more peculiar ro our own denomitjation; © 
We agree in the being and charsdter of God. 'The 
E-7 of the univer{e is himſelf underivedand Indepen- 
dett't—a being of abſolure excellence and oY; eter= 
nally happy and glorious of himfelf:—a' being but inm- 


pertectly IP 
p being it himfelF poſſeſſed of all us nefeftion in 4 
imited appt 


degjes? incom worn by our chenſions ; 
having beſides 1 thofe, whoſe Moftrations we have the honot 
of ribivieg perhaps many perfe&ions unknown to us, 
The diſplays of fo our little world lead our con- 
templicions ro four diſtinffions of perfeQibn,” which yet 
may be but one principle in the diyine eſſence, 1 meari 


ati refce and” perſonal teftitude' with reſpett 't6- . 


infe— 
ſuppoſed depen creation, his infinite wiſdot ': 
milk cerh nd eſs and execut2 the wiſeſt and belt ; 
plat of @ Uiniverle ;==wiſe/t becduſe infinite diſcernment . 
muſk perceive the 6H ,thah which' there'ts not andihiah 
wifer, and 16 which me taoſt complicated various and tio+ 
ble ends are accompliſhed in the & ſhorteſt manner man? Þ 
ing to the feweſt ON leſt general laws ;—wi/e 2/7 becatiſe 
mitting all bordinations and variety of ation, - 
in s ad Teck finexion ;—rherefore ht, TP 
verfal 


beſt, becauſe mb Fo Fn the divine 


&d.——T fay, divine wiſdom, of titers - 


poſſible, muſt chuſe” that beſt ' one, vu np privice | 
_ 
I tt 


One by itfitiite goodne/5 [ ht oj 


vn Þ yo ts; Ks at the mee 
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ſteth as exercifi ie Te moral go» - 
vertiment, ſupretiie ' dortii 3% 4ll-Eontfolling ahd Evers - 


taſting Providence.” And the divihe Ectuplarivey bs -- 


prebended, known bot in =_ by man := 


onnipotence, w0i/dom, goodneſs, mirty. His "wiſdom im: - pI 
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apportioned to the degrees of native or acquired excellence 


of every order and every. individual ; yet impartial. equity 
takes place in the divine diſpenſations —_— ndudt to- 


'wards all the ſubordinations of being from infinite to no- 


thing- This ſuggells the idea of divine ju/tice, Founded in 
and flowing from infinite wildom, which, with reſpect ta the 
unhappy beings who. tranſgreſs the laws, of eternal arder, 
1s exerciſed in conneQting cycntual, puniſhment with un- 
amending impenitenee... The exerciſe, of, goodneſs, to 4 
revolted world is merty :—which, as the univerſe _muſt 
be a -produttion. very generally. virtuous and right, is 'ex- 
erciſed that we know of towards no part of the creation, 
but this unhappy region which we inhabit. 'This general 
idea, of the Deity and his charafter I ſuppole we are 
agreed in. 
' 2. That notwithſlapding Goad create this, as. be. did 
all other worlgs, in order and reftitude, yet. that_we are 
now in a fallen and univerfally rraulF ſtare. -1 «ryly 
take this principle to be very generally agreeable 10_ the 
opinion of our churches—however individuals may differ 
as to the. origin-and deſert-of moral evil, Some may at- 
tribute it to vicious example, ſome to the diſorder of- our 
external ſtate, or the animal part of man, ſome to a prin- 
Eiple of pollution, born in vs, and derived from; Adam. 
t however we may vary in our opinions as ,tq the cauſe 
of the. preſent reigning univerſal depravity ; , yet two 
things I ſuppole we agree in with reſpe&t to. t—ove, that 
no blame is to be aſcribed to God as the author of it; 
the other, tha it is Fat, Obſervation on the ſtate of the 
world for 6009 years, or the review of it in hiſtory, ſhew 
air faQt diſorder and vicious principle are predominant 
univerſality of the effe& ſhews a tendency and proclivity 
ia our pature at preſent, howeyever Gerived there; a pro- 
ity, which may be termed a characteriſlic or general 
lc-of our. preſent nature; gven_ on allowance o 
* <>« 
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_ with great ſtrength 1n human nature. _ The | 1 


Gn Cond. ted fi aaa fe 


the- fa ſed exce , which'"in my « pliifor "StE net [7 


ro be admitted, ſince 


\yltems, bur” has raged Im rhe moſt cm, and "im- 

roved nations, more thay among'the ſavages t emſelyes. 
Froty which 'there'is'rcalbh' ro fl ufpe& that ng one'of the - 
uman race is Jeſtirme of it,” Our fouls may, come ou 
of the hands of God pure. 2nd unpollyred;” and the: pol- 
lution "take place rr: qur entering 1 this late. Nor 1s. it 
the refuſe of perſonal ation alone; it may perhaps be im- 


ee oof ;vfl inhocehr and unexperienced mind, com- ral 
t exiſtence in a pol{ured* world, nor to 7 - 

oy ui Rel i with the contagion. | The great Mr, 
Locks has Ahn” the infanc mind to a raff tabula, as  - 
7 e a clean pi &ce of paper;with nq inſeri ions, 464 
EevrbNe of roing This | equally. true of inter» ::; 

Noel as on quiſſtions in knowJedge. © Some -;.- 
ty: or as if they ſuppoſed Ha the pure 

od ipFuled oh 7H foul ans firſt creation, and ::+ 

r ance into the world, rhe impure and. unholy --. 

$ both of fefli' ſpirix, which we find ro have + 

ie governhihg poſſeſſion of us by rhe time we :* 

become capable "of moral ation; and eb Ramey ently that +$ 
our TE as they"come our of the hand of the benevor :<' 
+, eator,.are corrupt, Impurg and unholy. Bur the iy 2: 
Jearhitd” en EvDwaxps' has aſſerred, har the dotrine 
of” arigina] !Ih, according to the ſenſe and. ox plication of 7: 
the moſt orthodox diyines; implies "na fb thing; —— 2: 
bur that, we coming pure bur of the hands of oh "BE 
impurity afid moral defifentent” is altogether contqueni it 
upon pur entrance inta this world. 1 > eave'ra fu T7 
his own wetds: Dr. Taylor fop yS he, «4 the 4 


* dofttine of original ſin "t6 4 > hab nature muſt be. 
Y corrupted by ſome paſitroe” i fluence ; {ome A 
« ſbme mens or other 77/7/27 into the buman nature 3 
6 fome que!? ity or other, not from the choice of gue | 
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'* minds, but like a teint, tinfure gr inſe4ion, alterin 
o« natural co turion, culjes & Giſpolinat ogr ol ols 
&« —thar Gn and evil dif] pores uk implanted in the 
« * fetus in the, womb.” + Whereas truly our dodtring, lays 
« Mr. Edwards, neither implies nor infers any ſach thing, 
: ; order ta account for a. ſinful corruption of ' nature, 


* yea = native depravity of heart, there is not the leaft 
, of fuppoking any. evil La infuſed, mplonted, 
* or wh kao, nature 0 wy, poſitive cauſe © 
£ 4 fx aaa WW hatſoever, EINE creature; © 
o pag ghee atop born with 3 * 
, ens af evil im his bearr, ſuch as is any thing properly 
* 'poſigye.. -Þ think a lictle attention to the wines ings 
| om. ent to ſatisfy any 1mpartial, © 
oh pat. the abſence 
my of 2 a 
' tion, yea ea the vis eptruption of the without occa> | 
| ; fon any. poſitive influcnee ſry : and STI 1 
a BR. corr of a þ nature came on I B4 
rev "1 «ſh man 1s Pare! xs, and born © 
Wh ogr w; cotlin hear,” Our ſouls were all | 
ed by God pure and without ſtain, on le  perfefti- > 
Indeed than, had Adam ſucceſsfully the — Y 


* Eduard Auf, to Taylo r, p. 316, | Re 
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virtue, and the impulſes 


ON” eventual 
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ang ecable to r e ata 


, hd How rake occaſion from A 

2 8 Ke #04 Yrs : poſtcniy a. le | 

J Adam himſelf, and ny probab 7 Da 
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ſcriptures, the only-rule of faich, than if we depart z 
this, and [: 


ſubltizue another ; or as many do, who (a 
fonts roratg rh re pn 
j ts on re, meaſure that only rule by. 
al, No do pgs Ty kar _ he. p .of 
erctics at ter than the. primary rule, 
on experience it is found none miore freely ſubſcribe 
ſware.to- human.teſts than deiſts, cepofy and the - moſt 
debauched, If God's incloſure will. not keep out the 
erroneous. can /it be expefted that ours will /, The yni- 
verſal pretext is a preſervation againſt hereſy. But it is 
to be remarked; that human teſts make more heritics than 
the word of God—all that the one determines to be he- 
rely, is-not hereſy by the ſcriptures. A man may be 2 
very. great heretic according to the one, and an excellent 
chnſlian © according. to) the. arher at the. ſame, time... ;St, 
Paul was one of the greateſt- heretics, and even gloried 
in- his hereſy, and yet, was-one of. the beſt of 
The. Haldenſes. were heretics. The proteſiants are 8 
heretics with the romani/ts, according to the —_ 
'Trent.. A\l that can be advanced for 5 poo Ren, of 
among proteſtznts, .can and has been advanced with equal *: 
' force for thoſe. of the. romaniſts : for it is, not ſo. much * 
the real truth or. error contained. in theſe. teſts, and. for- 
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and ever have been looked pep among the fenſible part 
"mank ore wel | 


bf 1 kind,”as phr and atuhority 'in 
forming our telig] 
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y; 


” During theſe ſupernatural communications of the” holy 
'Ghoff, mahty were divinely, T thean ſoperyaturally, called 
ro the work of the mjniſtry, beſides the apoſfles ; "and 


were to this' end endowed with the gift of tongues and 
ther miraculous powers. As the converts multiplied an; 


tinedinitd' religious aMcrmblies or meetings, the 
Ghoſt 2 PoIr ed over leers and paſtors to . MS and > 
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the flock of God, to perform baptiſms and adminiſter the 
communion. "And theſe were indifferently called' # ix 

"byters'or elders, reachers, biſhops, paſtors. * "The elde 
"of Ephefus are ftiled biſhops, As 20. 23. So 'the eldefs 
xF" Phiſippi are called bi Fama 1. 1. "The" elders 
'are to fake the overiipht of the flock, epi/copountes, doing 
work of 'a biſh 4 It cannot be Scovy that the #©Z 
ity and church "Echo within"the firſt three ye Y 
Ops; and yer the apoſtle calls the 
hn Ty. 

are 
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-vdey, and office, Dr, Hammond lays; f- there were 0o 
«« presbyters of; an inferi r.inſlitut 2 
al the Jearned Dr,,Syllingfleet made .this) nobles con- 


# ibat there wereng biſbops 'dorinig2.ahe-a 
latin church, We are coptiemed in. this, fromconſidering 
office was inthe ſytiagogue, from; whence:it was 
into; the, church, | Phe bead; :or-prefident/of he 
es ſuperintended the public NT: and explicg- 
the law and che econ and your 3-07 the pub- 
of devotion: and preaching *./ | This; officer-in 
the wr ſynagogues was! ditalled Chazzan';) and inthe 
helleniſtic 6 nagogues: #pr/copes, a biſhop; and: ſometimes 


ſynagogy 


 Sheliach Tfubbor, angel,of the. church; = never had the 
Charge of more than- ope. congr ega 


egation; -{o:thay there. was 
as\many biſhops as ſynagogues. - In che firſt forming of 


a h , the Chazzan Was: elected; by the Ka 
A by the im of hands "* the.. elders.oaf 
they ſynagogue ” LT herwdnds ſucceſſion obtained inghe 


es Fer" pok-appear that the 
ever-appointed by the rifle i es 


the iy .or- their. officers were of. divine | - 
ment 2 {nee:the oracular of Urim: and. 
. mir, .and; the other ſupernatural communications ceaſed 
before thei oltons _(Theceremonies of \a#9inti 
impoſition of hands ly-implied: ned ang 


he tribe of Levi. was.conſecrated 
and the- family of Aaron _—_ 
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"Theſe were ſupernatural deſignacions, and clothed the 
offices with ' a divine auth _— 
of initiation "into x arte we 

[w* ly were ſer forth as 
to be retained in the king and 
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all the ſucceeding ages of the church. Thus pure and 


uncorrupted antiquity. is. onthe ſide of; ordipation by cg» 


equal presbyters, Clemens ..Romanus and Palycarp ipeak 
ot biſhops. and elders as. of the. ſame order and office. fe 
rame and Hilary are on our tide, by the conſent. of all 
wha are acquainted with eccleſiaſtical antiquity. And 1 
the; charch of ,4/exangria, presbyterian ordination CP 
was. practiced tor two hundred: years. '. | 
Indeed, in juſtice and candor. to our, proteſtant e ou 
brethren, it muſt be, acknowledged that, the diſtioion 
tween &1/hops and presbyters, both as to order and powers, 
began, early ip ſome parts of the chriſtian ,church. ; And 
the. antiquity. and figure of digcelan epilcopacy, which ob» 
mined fon ages throughoutthe chriſtian church, would have 
been an argument invincible,were it not for the total ſilence 
of $CRIPTURS, 20d the cectainty that the. (eripture. ordinary 
tions were: performed, by | presbyters, and ..its making. no 
difference between the. offices and powers. of biſhops and 
elders, *. St, Paul reters'Timothy to the gift.he' had re- 
ceived by the laying. an, the'bands. of the prezbytery or * 
ders, not to the _powe received from himſelf as;an apoſil 
alliſting-io ordinatign. as, \a:ſuperior officer... *The elders 
who laboured in word and doctrine, .aſhſted in the ordine» 
tion of . paſtors jn other churches beſides their own. - The 
apoltles, and Timothy and, Titus, 1o ordaining elders in 
evcry city, .atted as elders only, not in virure of the 
ſupernatural . communication of . miraculous giftz—rhe? 
he frequently imparted in _the. pregbyterian ordi- 
7 f the apoſtolic age.;— This however did not con- 


flitute any. part of that paſtoral charger which was to 
of {lapdiog perpetuity ig the church. . The manner 
the apoſtles and priautive ,presbyters was this ; when in 


their zravels,. or the, vicinity of their ſtated labors, theres 
- appeared a, body af chriſtians proſelyteg by themſelves or 
4a antient evangeliſts, ſome of the brutherhood —e 


E 
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the congregation —theſe the apoſtles or any © 
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choſen to the. paſtoral office and overſight or epiſcopacy, of 


| ther prey” 
ters conſecrated in presbyterian ordinations as fellow la- 
bourers,* Tus "Titus was left to travel Cree; and as a 
presbyter himſelf to ordain presbyterian biſhops, i e. pal- 
tors.41 every' city. "Thug the original epiſcopacy was the 
paſtorate of a fingle co | 


the body 
the apoſtles; who: left but one (order of inſtructors, that 
of. elders, with power to perpetuate themſelves in the 
cleQion of the people to the ſecond coming of Chriſt. 
At the reformation it was fo 'generally conceded that 
eabyterian ordination' was the driginal praftice, that it 
had univerſally obtained but for the Gil and revenues. 
As much as this, on the' part of England, is implied in the 
reaſonings of Dr. Mappox' the late bp. of Worceſter :— 
upon whoſe reaſonings 'a parliamentary eſtabliſhment of 
ap re in the reign of Q. Elizabeth, had been as 
confonant''to- ſeriptare and primitive antiquity, as that of 
akon had it been: as agreeable to three-fourths of the 
y-of the clergy as it was to one fourth. 


*: The. judgment of the foreign churches of the re- 


4 formedisevident from the harmeny of their confeſſions, 


*. which aſſert an equality in-all goſpel miniſters. The 
* ſenſe of the proteſtant churches of the german empire 
4, may - be well known from thoſe articles called rhe 
«& Smalcaldic*; in which the equality of ordaining pow- 
«4. er by divine right is aſſerted to belong to presbyrers ; 
«which was ſubſcribed by :hree elefors, forty-five noble- 
#%, men, the conſuls and ſenators of thirty-frve cities, and a 
* wvaſt- number of droines, At home in our- nation the 
#* reformers aſſerted the; ſame equality of power by divine 
#*© right. We have Dr. Cranmer's judgment for it by Dr. 


* -Stillingfleet : and in the book called the erudition kf 
"4 « u | 


FS Sleiden, 


tion. "The hierarchy of the. 
. greek and latin churches atter the apoſtolic age refolved 
of eccleliaſtics into ſubordinations unknown to. 
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formed of, the unite 


ce publiſhed by the King's, command, it is aſſerted that 
"T prieſts and biſhops by G2d”s law are one and the lante, 
** and that the porver of prdinationbelongs equally to, both +"? 
And as tg the preſent |praftice of the proteltant world [; 
the Lutheran Capricorn inn are confelſed!y but prims 
inter fares, and conlequently their ordination 1g truly. pref 
byteriag, Lyutheraniſm {is -the eſtabliſhment of the rwo 
ſovereignrigs of Sweden and Denmark, which include the 
kingdom of Norway. Two of the three religions, of 
rather farms of religion eſtabliſhed in the german empire 
at the treaty of Weſtphalia, A. D. 1648, were, Lutheras 
ni/m and Calviniſm. The ſuperintendents were ordained 
by presbyters only. Luther and Melanfton, who were 
only presbyters, ordained ſeveral, And in Denmark, 
Burgenhagius, who was the great inſtrument of the refor- 
mation in that kingdom, ordained ſeven biſhops or ſuper» 
mtendents at one ume; and yet he was only a presbyter, 
Calvin headed the reformation in France ; but being 0- 
bliged to. flee perſecution;, he repaired to- Geneva, and 
aſſiſted in compleating the work begun by Zumg/ius, 
among the halyztic churches. The churches of France, 
Geneva, and thg Sw:/3 cantons all agreed, in dotrine/and 
the abolition of prelacy ahd ecclcſialtical , ſubordation—- 
and from the commencement of the reranpoy Arey 
ordination by pregbyters. | 'The Dutch and Walloon res 
ovinces, which in the year 1569 
a4, all agree in. preshyrerian 


amounted.tq 2190 c 


| ordination ; fo do the 50 churches of the canton of Berne, 


as well as the reſt of the: Swiſs proteſtants : and ſo-do 
the 939 churches of Scotland. Our congregational bres 
thren the diſſenters in England, which at the revolution 


are ſaid to have empoly holy of about 200achurches x 


— Theſe I fay, an 
| { Pemberton, 


the large body of our brethren the 
E pregbyteriag 
{ Diſſent, Geat. Aul. 34, | 
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« the chriſtian ma, which was drawn up by the body of 
* the clergy, approved by both houſes of. paritament , and 
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proimtenion and congregational diſſenters in the north of 
Irelagd—all agree in presbyterian ordination :——add to 
theſe our -p pH one tedhhiren the Baptiſts, in Britain and 
the United Provintes eſpecially, with whom we have the 
ineſs of agreeing as to ordination by presbyters: or 
elders. I have not collefted the nymbers of the proteſtant 
Ehurches in the world which raiſe ordination by preſ- 
byters—tho" it is certain they far excede in numbers that 
refpefable body in our,own nation which retain and prac» 
iſe epiſcopal.as diſtinguiſhed from presbyterian ordination, 
Nay, excluſive of the Lutherans who ſeem to retam' a 
ſpecies of epiſcopacy, the reformed presbyterian churches 
COR double the number. of fouls to thoſe of. the 
riti epiſco pacy. | 'Tho” ſtriftly ſpeaking, the whole pro- 


: 


eſtant world, except .the church of England, agree in the 
47 validity of presbyterian ordination. If therefore the mat- 
"IP ter was to be decided by numbers, it muſt refolve in-our 
34 favor by a very ample majority—tho' truly not numbers, 
but the /criptures alone ought to decide the truth. It 
however aſt be confeſſed no ſmall ſatisfatton to find the 
largeſt body f proteſtants on, our . ſide, in imitating the 
apoſtolic prattice in this as well, as ſome other things, of 
hich.we are ſometimes upbraided—as x cules to 
| ntion but one more here, the omiſſion #1; pies and 
rendering our addreſſes ro Qod in that moſt natural as well 
as chriſtian and apoſtolic manner of free proyer and ex- 
temporaneons devotion. In theſe diſquiſitions we initiate 
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our pollerty, the riding generation, hot with a. view of 


ing with any proteſtanr ſe, but ypon the princt- 
les of CE Es ad ſelf-defence. We | defire bo live 
eace and harmony with a!l—nor do we attempt to 
| from any communion. We deſire only equal 
ſtant liberty. And even our epiſcopal brethren muſt 
contels that we treat them with much greater lenity, cha- 
rity, and chriſtian benevolence, than they treat- our .con- 
regational brethren in . England, And in general the 
eta wa, Tomas 
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cburch eſtabliſhed in fourth Bricain, neceffilta eus'to a 
the equal excellency. atid purity of that effabliſtied f 
north Britain, with! which we have 'the happineſs ' 
nearly to agree, And as the parliamentary eſtabliſhmer 
of neither of theſe exrend ro the britiſh American | 
vinces, ſo every ſe& have a right here. to vindicate 


Jedlamations on the ſuperior excellency nd purity of | 


peculiar forms. And tho* we judge thar the cangregs- F 

tional is equal at Jeſt in excellency and purity 10 the £: 

e eape!, presbytertan, claſſical or any other forms, with =. 
| whi 


ich we agree in eſſentials, yet we exerciſe this judg- : 


- 


ment and our defences uponit, with the moſt generous z 

perfe& benevolence to all our proteſtant brethren, 'eſpi 
cially thoſe who are evidently 5/8 and cohſcient} 
knowing that they may be qa honeſt, and 

equally. the right of private | 
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13. We agree. that every voluntary chriſtian afſeimb L 
have an inherent. right, a power which ought peither Be 
ſurrendered nor contralled, of eleting its own officers, \ 

Flappily different ; 


fu th , or elders,and deacons. 
olt of the reformed churches, we'are poſſeſſed of th 
moſt valuable privilege, which tho* they aſſerted, they 


churches. . Ir had been happy for all the Cirifian' WH 
had the filling np off paſtoral vacancies remained, as 
it 


apoſtles ſetrled it, and. as our fathers wiſely ſettled } O þ 


us, in the uncontrollable ele&ion- of the church and ec 
gregation. Onr fathers would not ſuffer a liſter churet 
or body of (iſter churches, to. lord it over one another 'or 
hold a negative on one another's eleftions and paſtoral in- 
veltitures, In this they agreed with apoſtolic, yncorrupte 
antiquity. The firſt vacancy in the apoſtleſhip was fille 
up by the eleQtion of the 120 brethren—tbey, the brer 
appoimted two ; and they, the brethren, gave forth the 
«heavenly direaed lots. So the choice of [Fo as 
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, was .in fraternal eleQtion : The twelve called 


fav men, unto. them and faid,. brethren look you out 


ren, men, whom we. may appoint or ordain—and. the 
zying pleaſed the whole multitude, and they choſe Stephen *, 
And in ordaining elders or (tated paſtors in eyery city, 
the univerſal cuſtom was to conſecrate thoſe whom the 
brethren” firſt elefed. Nor do we ever. find the. apoſtles 
orpegrbogring paſtors ever negatived .a popular eleftion ; 
cs univerſally. ordained ſuch men to the miniſtry. as by 
the choice of the congregation appeared to be men of good 
report. So the churches of New-England chuſe their 
own paſtors, who. are ordained or conſecrated, as Euſeb:us 
xpreſſes it, ©* with the common conſent of the . biſhops 
pf the vicinity,” And it is greatly to be deſired that 3ll 
newly.introduced miniſters be agreable to the paſtors of 
the vicinity,-as 2. mutual harmony among fel/oro-labourers 
muſt greatly ſubſerye the common pK. 

. When it is ſaid, Adts xiv. 2 3, they ordained them elders 
zn every church, it is evident from the known cuſlom of 
he Keiretowa, in the athenian democracy, that it ought 
to be rendered to this effe&t, /zading the people to the ch:r-e 
/ elders in every church, by the ons up of hands, , The 


poſtles, in-the opinion of, Dr. Cotton Mather, only pre- 

”" Hided, and the people under their inſpeRtion elected, Fhis 

Keirotona 1s the praftice of our churches. 'The ceremo- 

ny of conſecration ,was the impoſition of hands with pray- 

er... This 18-46 proceſs compleated the paſtoral inveſti- 
ture, and made a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 

"*. The original cuſtom. ſettled by the apoſtles, was. not 
or2 out 10 ſeveral centuries : BieorIs writing' to the 
urch in Philadelphia, tells them, - that it bclonged to 

them. to chule their paſtor. All antiquity confeſſes the 


4 which the people had in the eleQion of their Feta 
The coun! il of Coleeton, ſpeaking of the church © Thos 
fs, faid, that ſuch a biſhop ſhould be given them as ſhould 
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be, elefed by thoſe whom: be was to feed. Conflantinewratg + ]: 
to the people of Nita dia, that, it, was 47 heir power to | 
make choice of what por they pleaſed... ks a co « yi 

png Att 1.26. to Soaliens op >; 


ſaying of Cyprian, 
power of the people. in.chuſing and refuſing| their. 
« . Plebs gf LA. Maxime proteſtatem habet vel dignog a . 
cerdates ele ped, vel ndignos recuſand;” _ => 
power of electing worthy paſtors, and rejecting the unware 
thy, 1s 1n the ral A. council in the VIIch CEntury 
the ordination-of 4 biſhop to, be void; : hen bs 1 1$.not. 
cd by the people. Even in Rzme ine}, the people eled 
their "Lilhep col the XIlth century. And r.elec- 
tions, of miniſters continued "tall Charlemagne... 
this time indeed the privilege was , in a., great ptive cor 
forced from ſome ak lone For after the miracu 
wers, the clergy encroached on this prite} ci 
= the benefhices became oppulent. Bur they did not come 
plete the acquiſition, {till rbat, immenſe Oy ee 


1ntrigued into their hahds inthe eccleſiaſtical 
: vert Th 


them, a weight which could no longer 
ſacerdotal nas; and rreflble influence,: commen- 


gs, 28 recommend; 
of neighbouring pa beghaing the choice of a A. 
proceeded, as this cuſtom obrained,to claim pts, 
application for x.29vige as.2 paſtoral rigbt ;.and & 


ing.it as a right t, wigs us to hold a negative on Jes -&i 
ons of ch mls urches ; and afterwards in(the li 
of councils, which” e proved the grand br, cor- 


ruption and tyranny, |.th 


and conſervation of hy hb 
with the ſole 0 | 


beheld it ow the public good 
aith, that PER ſhou| (ne ited 


ſequent «odd 
nues, whe lates or private perſons, aſſumed ate 
right of nomination or preſentation to benefices. 
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- The” Chriſtian Uion. 
—- 4 port vailed on the founders to deſi ;gnate Fr 
= them Tithe laſt wills. Thus and by 'mortmains 
red its bequeſts and pious uſes, 
and diſpoſa}*of the religious, they 
intrigue Hs Hort of the property of fouthern and 

Jrary irito their holy hands, "Thus by tbe XIVth 
ry the european churches not only Joſt the liberty of 

ary but with 'it ſtupidly*played away their 


O TD thar ſouls, _ bodies, 
x #3 rped, becauſe ſpirirual domi- 
"Thus Hy Ih ans th oy ho thJoſt the invaJuable 
eleCtion, which” they have never been 
Pk recover. * "This ſhews how dangerous a thing it is 
! In the reformation, the = on 
ſelves loſt that er *which they ' had pioufly in 
From the p ow the Top Sy coariiin” Ve 
n ecu the ecclefiaſtica] tevenues, the revinry 
cbllicy td oppulent founders, making a 
For the fupport of the clergy, deemed it _ on in 
ow the preſentations into fecu W hands: the no» 
milnation is now molt generally in partonages ina Al the pro- 
bebe nt "Thus the power whicl the. cJergy in a 
LD ugh from 'the” rr is at lengrh lodged 
ph = m the clergy, but in hep patrons, 
and' congregation Have loft "their liberty, 
when he ponent or nomination of a paſtor is reſiet 
ny; whether ir refide in a prince” or a 
=p Thus tes of Holland, and the kings of 'Sar- 
dic ——_— have ache excluſive nominatian ro paſtoral 
Ya 2: When In a presbytery, conſiſtory of 
ciation.” This was originally* et with the Lu- 
rhven und reflomed churches ig general, and continues fo 
tofonie of the churches of Scoz/and. 3. When 
goo nom loiporn— e nty and confiſtory 'of the 
urtemberg. In this datchy 


it 
Wert. as irr the dn of 


az 450,000 phones and 629 miniſters, incluſiyeof c 
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** male-verſations havin 
«  t6 obtain under ſuch a 


« the duke thought fit to curtail this 
« conliſtory, ſo that now his highneſs alone a 


**« whom the privy council nominates one.” 4.” When 
it is 10 patrona 


lity, biliopy a dignified clergy, 


advowſon 


by ' far/the'greater part of epiſcopal-livi 


in the brieſh empire, and throughout the proteſtant world.” 


The royal conge 'de live (o reſtrifts the eleQion of the 
britiſh biſhops, as that their appointment may be faid to” 
be in the crown.” The epiſcopal livings in the' province* 


of \Maryland are in the pift of the dhe 19m b hdd enl 
| 


who has the appointmedt and induttion of all” clergy 
of 'the-province. I am) told that the collation to-all epiſ- 


copal benefices in the plantations, excepting the” miſſions, 


is in the King's goverfivrs. In Denmark the power ex" 
clufive is in the priienobility and other /p 
tronages are alſv numerous in the charch of Scotland. 'All 
theſe are total deprivations of choice in ' the people * int 
ſome inſtatices they may perhaps be conſalted, "bur have' 


no determining voice, and in"poiftit of power this is to have 


juſt * nothing. 944 AA 

The powers of the brethren; on the caſe Kd + 
are abridged and embarraſſed, and their liberty ial.” 
1. When in virtue of 'a public compa” eſtabliſhed 
among a body of churches, the churches of the vici- 
nity have a negative mu paſtoral ' choice 'of a deſtt- 


2 
, , 
Li 


« *® - 
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CR 


The Chriſtian Union. 4r | 


dignified clergy. * Actarding to the old © laws” of the* 
« Wartemberg dominions, the eccleſiaſtical employments* 
«« were intirely in the diſpoſal of the conſiſtory, but many® 
g for ſeveral years'been' obſerved” 
1 2 power, the beſt living being be- 
« ſtowed on the members of the conſiftorial _—— 

vilege of the* 
| 6 das 
«+ ſuperintendants, prelates and abbots; for the inferior” 
« parſe , the conliſtory recommends three perſons, of 
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, whether the patrons be princes, nobi-' 
| pious benefaftors, or” 
provincial governors. | One or other of theſe have "the 
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tute congregation. .. Or, 2. /When in vitzue of. fuch 
cement the auyniſters of the vicinity, are 1velled” with 

A negative: So that there being two voices in i 
ion-—the vacant congregation have one, and the ncigh- 
ng Sofas 4pg9her; L-do not know that, this is 4he 


caſe in; any. part gF the, world, No,one can diſpute hut 
that a eccle 


cletaſtical community or combination of churches 
can-form ſuch. a reſolve and enfarce; it, tho! notan, virtue | 
of any. divine. power : yet! the wildom of. ſuch a,,meaſyre- 
yay-bequeſtiaaed. 3, When the.advawlon or choice is 
ina veſlly an&church. wardens , or. committee chaſen by 


the congregation» a$.in rectorics,.. 'T his is 2. low ſpecies 


of. liberty; apd/z xellciction that almoſt amounts. to depgi- 
vation... But. iv 'wuth; the loweltſpecies. of real genuine 


liberty. i, when 4here1is atleaſt a-egative in-the,copgre- 


ations 83 well as in-a-patron or - presbytery, or thoſe. who 
thacepartof the liberty. If there. is a negative,oply Jin 
the Jarter,, even), the indulgence- of choice, in the'church is 
no_ real. true liberty. Again, 4. When among a bedy of 


free apoltolic, churches, a number of neighbouring church- 


; take upon /themſelves to. be diſpleaſed with thg afts and 
þ 644th of. a. filter church, and .excommunicate os refuſe 
chriſtian fellowſhip with thas church—if this ſhould-not-in 
the eventcontrole.theeleftion & intygguce a negative.on the 
charch,.yet-it certainly has a tendepgyto it ; ; and-at- Jeaft- 
thews,' that-that combination of churches are deſirous. of 
ritual dominion, and would it they had power introduce 
zemfelves to ſych a negative. All pretexts are foreign ; 
the queſtion is ſolely upon the. poigt of power —-whather 
iris ſolely in the church ? or whether it ſhall be ſhared 
with the churches of the vicinity ?! And ſuch a, pratice is 
defeaibls e only upon. this/ principle, that it is beſt for. the 
whole body of churches! to,, bave: this mytual reciprocal 

one. another., And this woes is a fun | 
damental fubverſion / of  congregationaliſin, For, if the. 


paſtor _to the 
. Ghurches 
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The" Chififtran Union: 4% 
churches of the vicinity; would be 8 cotal deprivation gf | 


er "in the particufar church ; then the transferring 

alf that power, would: be a partial a ſemi-deprivation, 
And if upon ſuch a furrendery, in a vicinity of 20 conſo- 
eigted"churches, the” confent of 10 belides the yacant 
church be neceffiry, that church retains but one tenth. of 
her power, and has giyen up and loſt nine reaths.,, Thus 
the introdpcing the confocation to a negative on paſtoral 
cleftions, is an abridgment and embarraſſment, nearly a- 
moprging fo a tora] = fg of power in» particular 
churches zhd congregations : and is cenſequently a funda» 


F - Lo Fs - 
T. 2 
- . 


'metfal'(ubverfion 0 ior, +, mma according to which 


et yn rhe 
| Chirches can then alone be faid to, be per/ely /ree, 
whey each congregation has an wnlirzized, ab/olute and 
ſelf-determining power in the choice of theixg officers : 
fach as britiſh freemen'enjoy hd exerciſe pncontroulably 
in the choice of a any or member of aſſembly. 


When no pat on, no aſſbciation, no eonſociation nor neigh» 


_ churches have! avy negative. or controul on.-the 
paſtoraf choice ; when | the eleftion originates and-ends 
with the Fhorch and cotigregation, ating as 2 Toyereignty 
in" this as well as all brher eccleſiaſtical , matters. . And 
when'a body of churches, 500 for inſtance,. ſublilt in 
harmoriy and benevolence without infringing this. fanda- 
retitat” principle 'of univerſal liberty, that body maybe 
faid ro A ichs molt ftee conſtitution, the genuine-apo 
ralic police” Tris Farther to be remarked,that. the chriſtian 
congregations haye ſenſe &abiliry enough tochulſe their gva 
tors, eſpecially ſince rhe revival of Jearning. among the 
faint ihe verhatiliagtttlbNations of che ribnugts hes 
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equal and even ſuperior to the. generality of our clergy. 
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And the preſent pious and learned body of miniſters: in 
this land, rhaps as well adapted to. inculcate piety and 
virtue, and diffuſe the knowledge of the great icheme of 
divine revelacion, as any body A paſtors in the. proteſtant 
world, do honor to congregatiogal elc&ions : for it is 
queſtionable whether any © of. prateſtants, eſpecially 
'1- comman people far whom the } hut are of. principal 
41, ary {> generally and thoroughly acquainted with their 
5$i5!e3, both the doQtrinal and hiftorical parts of {cripture : 
they are taithſylly and thoroughly inſtrufted, 

"Ralf clole this head with mentioning ſome of thoſe 
Yngalar churches among the happy few in the chritlian 
Mworld, wha have not_had this ineſtimable priyilege. .de- 
Forced from them, or if once deforced have yet reſumed 
and retained-it in_oppolition to even he, pious attempts 
6h the 'publig liberty. _ Baron Polnizz ſpeaking, of. the 
tepublic.of Venice,whoſe churches are of the romiſh com- 
n109%0n, fays © the inhabirants of every. pariſh, chooſe 
«*" their naffors.” Dr. Burnet ſays of the Griſons, ** in 


ynod, and—the. people 


« every league they haye a 
*« chooſe their iniſers ” and that .* the ſynod was 
** bound to receive” them.+ The three leagues , conlilt 
of 63 communities, the proteſtants are two thirds, the ca- 
"tholics one. And another author ſays of them, © as to 


«© the eccleſiaſtical . +:eagry every proteſtant church 
a 


** has right of eſtabliſhing its paſtors, and of depoſing 
them too.??F Add to theſe the remonſtrants and other 
ſeQtries in Ho!!and nar of the eſtabliſhment ; our brethren 
the Difenter; in England, and the 4aptt/# and congrega- 
tronal churches in America, | | 
14 blk bo that every individual church has the /4/c 
= of judging and determining us. own gontroverſies. 
© "Our churches to the purpoſes ot diſcipline are i{0..mary 
diflind, eccleſiaſtical, orerentes ties, in, point of power-.and 
controul, as independent af , one” another, as the. paitcy 
Mikey. © 4 Thane Lext! 4, © 5 0. Gerg 


 -S 
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vinces.of Hol! _— purpoſes of civil 1 


the: thirteen - on! this continent fubſiſtcinde- 
PR of one another as to JarT{OIIN: and controul 


ore over another, than''ohe 
cal pe lt fobAR-in 


y en Tr ns 


rs "kg =o of iv 
And as me pow 


congregativoal gray te ſaved eds: ins | 

union-and confederacy of churches.” And the Aa ta | 
| ciples. may take plac in confederating” a \multicude- of 
leſſer bodies, as in ooeng larger bodies, ſuch As 
provinces, cantons, ki Bur to return, 7! 

Our churches hated no juriſdiftion "of Ger 

churches over them; but-hold theraſelves borh- capable, 
and to: have power to determine' all matters of di 
that ariſe in a particular church. For in tra, in | 
we ought all to be free; and conſequently not, the rel cigos 
ſ peculative opinions of acchriſtian,o a 
revelation, ought to be deemed the ſubje& of auth 
animadvyerſion in a church, and little clſe beſides his 'mo- 
rals.. And this every. church is a complete'judge'of; and 
perhaps is ſeldom mi aken; And fon EIT this, 
neither ſingle churches, nor a body, 
cils can determine : as is evident wage: thro” 
the long tra&t of time from the-council of Nice to tharef 
Trent, It muſt be confecſed indeed, that-our churches 


have ſometimes taken on «them the decifion-of matters, * 1 
which all the power and wiſdom on-carth -cantordetermine 5 
till the ſecond” coming of Chriſt. But whateveris withit ©: 
the. capacity of mortals to- determine, 'reſpefing tlie 
'Thriſtian diſcipline, wy brethren are ſufficient Judges of: 
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T3: Chir Think 
ni [EIGEN ay they haverecourfe 


ret thing thar/ ear b 
Sher they nine themſio 
or aunt Efi- 
perbaps ha s not derermniied 


into; nn wig 


for us, and: never intended. mortals ſhould derermind for 
And-with regard to theſe laſt, the "church, 
;oft 


one another. 
with the aſhRtance-of council;' can'refolve and; decide 
as wiſely asthe wiſeſt body of men, and fave to thimſefves 
the of deciding the: leifer and yer more momentous 
Agence which are.truly: the lubjedts' of their deeifion. 
|  our:charches; in Forming-their deciſions 
pewarge 35+ irony make a) nory $0 a countil/ of 
the paſtars.and meſſengers of neighbouring chnrehes. # yet 
the cougr I: chorches' yniverfally hold 2 nepative 
ot the reſultof that council—or rather ro decifian of F1ch 
council is of no: force tilb received and ratified by the in- 
ting church: 'nor dogs it render that church obnoxious tb 
ahe vicinity, a6ſber es'frony che apinion of the council. 
F $0-that councils are adp;/ory- only. And 
i": In this manner ave ſubſerved valuable porpoſes, 'nor fo- 
wi much by affortiing any mew light, as 'by becoming peace- 
[12:08 [makers in. their. connexions, (influence and perſuaſont. 
_Thus cur churches : are abſo] ately free with ce! peat t0 all 


"© waxindecd jnithe year 5 705, an attempe oy pro- 
palal to: ſubordinate the whole body of our churches to 
he juriſdiction of conſociation, with final appeal to a gene- 
xa provincial conſociation, in which all controverſies - 4 
mon Her fue and deciſion. But mo 

anet ble © , from the ſpirit of 

Dr. ather "of them. fiyw, © there were 
Gs perionsamong the miniſters, agwell 
gi 
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as brethren, who. uy thailiberties of ., pariYlar churches, | 


to, a in-dan too wuch /in/4ed ankd infringed in 
"pda defere ' vx go pol 

”*. pr Q 
TED OR 
yiwich made a yery (piri in.a fa os 

« the. churches, quarrel houſe,” ir} which biek 
Mont vetting of. Cows with 
ve powers, would in the iflue be the aboli 
gregationaJiſm. © And there is 0o-reaſon to think this rome 
Ueman, was an enemy! tp-our churches. It was, early. 
to. beimportant, that ogr, churches ſhould. be. con/orrated's 
Dat whether for the purpoſes of harmony only;or dominiony 
» as early_the queſtion. /; For it was, feen;that- whatever 
pawer (was-cede tg; the ſtanding council, ja{t ſo much. was 
taken away from; pariieylar churches ;; and] this claſhed 
with. che: principle, thay every church bad. .power to decidg 
u5'own, cantroyerlies.., Th# conteſting this, claim, and. op= 
poling the transferring of ſpiritual dominion from t 
ta-altanding council,” ig. the, true reaſon, as T ap lows an 

that all our congregatiohal,churches in Maſſachu 
New-Homplhir ampſhire,ace net refalved intoconſaciations ; which 
tha") not jure diving, re excellent thingy. | 

to ſhew that the congragitinnl churches are under no- 

ige juriſdiQion of other churches aſſerabled in fandg, 
accalional councils, we 


recur to the. anſwer gi 
gur churches aſembled 


7 D. ND 
tion-on the expediency.and niagner of conlagictions,, pro» 
poled by the allemblyof Madechuſens—ThisSynod agreed 
that every.church ar particular congregation has 4. ** fall 
pawet.agd authority eccleſiaſtical within! afelf,, regularly 
{@.adminiſter all the orditpws ok, Chriſt, and. 7s not wndes 
ah whatſcever.* ”  Subordis 
is all. balarproted 


churches; 
"Eun dilciglia, p- 4 + Refuls of 24 Synad; p. 8& * 
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ehurehes. ' Dhus'we fee- our churches are hitherto free. 
And the uſe they make of councils, which they occaſional- 
vinvite, is adviſor y'ouly— © when they have' done all, 
churches are at liberty to judge how- far their advice is 
tobe followed,” * Thus Ariely eaking, congregational 
councils' have no power at all: Sg upon this principle it 
"conceded" thar- **- eccleſiaſtical councils, undoubtedly, 
ve atleaſt as large rights, and as extenſive authority, mm 
churches that ars united in confociation, as in thoſe that are 
at?! - And this1'take 'to be' the truth of the cafe, -that 
the confederacy was not-meant to veltthe conſecrated coun- 
eiks-with any riew powers, or indeed with any power at all, 
bur leave ' them as congregational councils advifory only. 
As to what authority 'any councils have- jure drvins, or 
divine right, T ſhall not enlarge upon in this age of liberty 
and light. 'Doubtleſs whatever power! the councils have 
from this quarter, whether con/octated, congregational or 
ecumenical, is to have irreſiſtable dominion over 'all the 
.»'15.” Altho? our ** churches be diſtin; and therefore 
*' may not be confounded one with another,and equal and 
4- therefore have not dominion one over another,”+ yet 
they bold a chriſtian fellowſhip and communion. "Our 
paſtors exchange labors with one another, and on occaſion 
adminiſter both ſacraments in'one another's congregations, 
Ourchurches admir to occaſional communion the members 
of other churches here; and alſo thoſe who have been ſober 
«/ communicants 'in Scotland; Holldhd, or any reforming 
«churches in EnglandorTreland,or elſewhere. + Themolt 
of our miniſlers are reſolved into friendly - aſſociations,” in 
which they alſemble rwice a year for fellowſhip and har 
ony, but not for tyranny and dominion. - The paſtoral 


4 


interviews at the annual convention.at 
_ $#blic- commencements in oux- colleges, - may ſubſerve the 
Phrpeln of nnicn and benevolence, ' Provincial conventi- 


; ® Ria diſepl, 193. -+ Platform e. 14 { Ratio, dife. 1469 > , 


cial interviews : but when" rhey aſſume upon them ol 
the Tordly ſuperiatendence of the churches, as they 
che TVth & Vi rt 

doininion, ubfriendly to 1Berty and muth, oO 
__ «« As communion among kingdoms and commonwealths 
« hindereth not the intirenels of juriſdiftion in each King- 
«© dotn and'common-wealth, within itſelf, in its er 


- 


** concecnments; ſoit is in the communion of churches? 
of 


©"Therefore church'communion muſt be only in a way of 
* 'brotberly afſiciation-—but nor in way of ſubordination 
«4 or Tubjeftion of one church to the ccclefiaſtical govern- 


© ment, whether of another church, of of the elders of 


© other churches aſſembled in clafſes' or ſynods.”—Com- 
** munion of churches in the—way of ſubordination or 
«"Fabjetivn ro other thurches or fynods—the ſcriprure. 
«" 9 where approveth.”” Not of one church'to another, 
*" for there is a parity among churches ;—nor of, one 
*' church "to a ſynod made :p of the elders of ſundry 


« neighbour churches,”'* 


Phe equality and independence of every conpregational | 


apoſtolic church, is in' part the eſſential baſis of the general 
union and confederacy. ' The conſtitution of our churches, 
like thoſe in 'the apoſtolic ' age, are independent, free and 
ſoeial and” our platforms were received by the body of 
che'churches 9y as plans of union and mutual fellowſhip; 
—explicit agreements, in which, hs, to themſelves 


mdividually their independence, equality and unaccountable-, 


reſi to.one another, they, united in general communion' in 
ordinances, ' paſtoral ' Jabors, advice and council :— Bute 
ane on 4 different” footing from the conſtirations of the 
urches of Scotland or Holland, for bath of which how- 
ever they *lways have deſervedly eprertained a very bigh 
em. © The juriſgiftions'of rhe prebyreries in the one, . 
of the fer in the dther, atd' of the mas 43 na 
WER 24 2% 0 ly 
WDavenport's power of congregations! urches in anſwer t9Paget, p. 149; 
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ons are extellent things, ſo Jong as they continue on E 


No 


h ceritutles, they degenerate into 4 Tpirirudl 
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ath, eyen.the..compilers of _ our. platforms had. for. ſome 
refs of pete A dif: Sign to, and our churches 
*; More... NY, re) Willing and delitous-t, walk [Cs 
& #6 equal ſlr churches, vor in fubordiohwan-a0d 
jon, but in univerſal proteſlant Jiberty, aud commu- 


.V19n., TIED | ; | | rr4 > f 
', Haying thus, cxhibired a ſummary view of the dodrine 
yich. our churches have a very general 


aiid polity on -whi 
agrecments, 1 procede py an ls 

* IT. To mention ſome things. on which, there. is a 

ys ſome real or fiippoſed difference of opinion, and to. thew 
* a: theſe differences nced not obſtrutt = general harmony 
recommended in the text :, and that theſe real and, ps" 


- 


ſous difercnces may be Iefſened by benevolent and he- 


'D] . And as was natural to; expe, our churches were 
Herd ret and torn and chrown into copvullions and con- 
fuſions, to the great diſhonor of the general caule, Much 
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Ws 
now in fore meaſurg cooled and recovered. them ki 4 
tho” rhe ſpirit of enthuſiaſm is not alragerher: extinguilhe 
as yer, Þiit operaregand influences under different airguc4 
andy a different form, But it is ta be remarked with 


gratitude to the over-ruling diſpoſer of eyents, that amig(t 
Sa the ſubyerſian, af 


neither x 
loufi { on _miſtake.; 

any very efſeptial or general alteration, of the 
public ſentiment on what we all agree to be. the fundamen- 
tal principtes of «revelation. From ſome conſiderable ac-" 


-- 


» 


thete was. no doubt an' ntermixzure of good, and it is. toe 
ho ed many were ſrvingly converted. - Our churches bave 
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ih the miniſters of .N cw-England, I Cannot 
eſſential real di ns, 0 their Lp 
\damental principles of religi hk #4 y 
N— uf ry Aon $683k oley 
5 ex] aining the ſame principles appears to me fo pair: their 
«chief difference. We are apt indeed to STING to. one 
[ev ig conſeg ences of our peculiar explanations which 
.no GO, $ ado f. ns thoſe who are called ar- 


Frags By of "thofs alled” calvidiſts, that their, dotrine 
.of Ganges makes God the author of moral pau 


s? 


guaittance 


'eleFlon \ r ve are to (it (lil and do not b 
. "wards our. Kale: Mtg, | 

Chriſt's "righ ſacſs, fl ns iy pap uy, of 
"Faith, ret Net inber et Aber and. good works, 
"and fo r reſolves this great affair 1 Into a matter. of Urik 
Juſtice," as to preclude 7 rich free. grace and ſovereign 
FEre 'of the father —of "irreſiſtible grace as deſtruftive of 
and ſiftens wich the. moral liberty and free agency of 
may. —Ajid if ſo.on for the reſt. of the controverted points. 
et none thar I ever converſed with who are. calle(l 
<alviniſts, 5, to means A wk theſe conſequences from 
4heir principles. Again, thoſe reputed calviniſts, fay gf 
thoſe repured arminiang, that their doftrine of moral #7 At 

om implies a ward þ four to become good and UM 
al in- 


hat Heaven requires of man without the ſopervatur 
Avence and power of the divive fpirit imparted, t@ the 
bi their interpretations of orig inal” {in im tes 
denial of the unive (1 de praviry of f uman pat a. ' nnj- 
yerſal i impotency and Jebifarigh of the moral powers, and 
| erfion. Aol with lols of the. Image and ,com- 


mic 0 'God—thar with them elefion is founded on 
eriterious conditions i in man—that, their i 


a ot 
Chriſt's atonement ii is deſtrutive of .the true - ons fa- 
on and arovement for fin in,the_pr 


obedience. and 1 Jet = aa they 47] to ny Hp 
& the” law for jt ealign,—that they. fabKiryes 0 "ax 
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obedience. inſtead of the obedience of Chriſt,for the baſſs 
and meritorious foundation of juſtificarion—in-a word, that 
their notions and ſent imply that man is not-torally 
depraved,/and tha” fallen, yet by Chriſt recovered to even 
a deteer ſtace at . preſent-than Adam in innocency wav'in*; 
and on :Te is nO need of atonement, renovation of 'n#- 
4ure, or of che [pirit;s operation. But ajl: reputed arminiansT 
have converſcd with ſtrenuoully deny theſe conſequences. 
And |. find bath reputed. calviniſts and/drminians, eſpeci- 
ally of:.the..clecgy, agrec/jn admitting the ny" 

human, nature in all its; powers and affeRt 


lure jnability, ro faich/andholinefs, without the ſpecial-in 
fyences, alliſtances and operations of the ſpirit bu+the hu- 


man mind, over avd aboye the elucidated and AE 
coveries of revelatian, I. do not mean to revealinew truths, 
bur, tq enable ys to ap efficacious apprehenſion” and: dif 
£ernament gf thoſe already; revealed-—that tg his:enlight- 
Ping. energies is to be attributed the principle/of regenera- 
f1on—that we are ju/tified in the fight of God; :not 

good works, but alone, for the: ſake of Chriſt - and-hi 
atonement; iho' they may differ in defining the ngture of 
Atonement, yer all agree in. making-it the ſole, foundation 


of juſtification—thar the benefits of Chriſt's righteouſne(s 
are appropriated to believers by a:th, :as the condition;of 
our. receiving the atonement, 2, 2603-606 
 . Some perhaps, entertain-ſentiments 1 really-different''on 
theſe important ſubjeQs,.. Their -conyiRtion -however-4 
not to. be Jaboured by: the coertion of civil.or eccleſiaſtica 
puniſhment, but, by, the gentle force. of jnetſuakon 'and 
truth—not. by. appeals. tothe. tencts of parties "and; great 
men; bot by an-appeal-to;the: poſitions 6f »Arminiugor 
SaloPecbu by an.appeal:tq/ the-inſpired; writings: - And 

am; perſuaded it gll wayldtreely: and candidly compa 
tw ſeptiwevrs to RE they: would be. was ok 
found-nat, very variant. Fhey 
agree in"the peculiar -dgftrines of chriſtianity 
- ® Cooper, dg es IE 
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”*.6s-the upoſtacy of humdn-narare,”the guilt #1d /conderm. 
* 'nation-into- which all: lugSeve fille, "ths rfon 4nd 
{| officesiof abe redeemer;; -our(pardon and jultificarign 
£#--chro'thip-obedience and' ſacrifice ;- the conditions of the 
44, covenynt.of grace ;\- the nature Re; that Hoſ- 
CE ahoas wdigh no” man ſhall fee the Lord; ang 
}* the necefiuy of the influences of the baly ſpirit fo form 
4 ug -” Law 433 If; | iu 
. A this: great. agreement, ſameneſs and real 
=. among gentlemen reputed efſen- 
have hopes wondered whence conld arife 
ara urn TNT : And-without charging it to the 
account of 'art. | Cy to s[perſe one another's chira@; 
rs, Lhave. Ne eels obliged -to conceive this ſu 
ceverylikexo that which aroſe on the c2- 
winam of ievarts-10d the co0diinr of grate, and produced 
þ inn 20mg % in out churches mn their infa 
our? SY : "of pans De. Avviwgn Mitther'h 
014 in his mugnalia wes Meg wry 
great Mr. CorTow wat af pred and 
regs louſy. * Serdny wi were raiſer bg 
= 30 hare vie we chriſtians. Trisremarkable 
- > eſſorially ahey tho* themſclves to differ; and thou 
The differeace-even .damnabler too. Mutual ceelefiafhicil 
anathemas were denounced,” evil” diſcord enſued,” mls 
1 &ſhonorable perſecation {atiated the public fpirit, and'pre- 
1 pared the-churches for the <ool retroſpeſt” of | 56 years, 
when they found the whole was ſurmiſe, ſuppoſition ant 
aniſtake. » Dr:Cotton Marher treely declares it his opinion, 
what the-miniſters of that day all very nearly agreed* in 
Fentiment 'with Mr. Carton ac the ey time, ref} 
hoſe very points on which" read wr TRe tho't fo 
felves to differ—atd that their jeal 
mmutual-concern for the evra: of the yangeed were 
MN. proſper and .be alarmed at "or ding tha 


v { v5 4 + te 
2; *-Mr, Catton's Avf. to Mr, Williams, p. ”Y l 
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e how WE 
tern amiable 


rule ſo far as we us attained to think WC 19 for- 


a Es diflerences in, love, where there 
ove of .truth, candor.;and+pict _ Remembering we 
have the, uoalienable right of om In 
and that liberty of. thinking _ oh 
liberty of conſcience was the, great cra 
fathers unto. America, , And: as to real differences, ] believe 
we might amicably adjuſt them by honorable and benevo- 
leat 0s, by ſtudying and comparing - the written 
word which we all agree'to,be a ſufficient rule, inſtead of 
human. ſyſtems on. which we 311. juſtly | differ. - In-the 
ſearch after truth ir ſhould be our erpetual motto, * ouþe 
lius addiftus jurare in verha cy in For afrer-all,: the 
queſtion oug, ht not to be.,what is (/vin;m, or what arms 
n1ani/in ht was the opinion of co/vm, or what- the 
pinion of arminius ? bat what is real chriſtianity ? 
is the/ troch as Jeſus and. his ja{pired apoltles delivered it 
. There arc ſome differences of opinion 
the nature and authority of eccleſiaſtical 
Cils, and the powers of * narchag:. If Tong 

minvtely unto this ſubje&t, un may not only help 
us to diſcern the true ſource of theſe differences ;- but, 


which I principally aim, at,. may a{ſilt us' in+ perceiving 


more accurately the DALUEE and rationale of our eccleſialti+ 


cal poli 

In he Gf fotemaral this cauntry our cluncheowre 
free, independent and unſubordinate to one another. , But 
though it was an agreed pownr that each church bad of itſelf 
Picnary power 1n deciding all its comrovertics, AS 
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the ſentinwiits of the compilers of 'tlieſe® ms, the' 
public ſpirit 'of liverry at 4 of theif etivg fors' 
mation;"and the ſenſe it'which they wete received by the! 
ſmall body 'of hr firſt, and ally the fenſe in wich, 
they are feceived an > 4dopted, by the Sebſen" gh” 
of \charthes; molt of CM ble! been' gathered fincethef 
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regulations' and agreements of our anceſtors.” 'Bit before of 
L proceed, let me juſt obſerve that our eccleſiaſtical poly: ity, 738 
at leaſt fo far as for to'councils, whatever it is; li 41 


politics, and ſocial 'confeveracies 'of all” other — ne 


charches, takes origin and is* founded' in human wiſdom, ſi 
human agreement and confederacy, having tv claim'ts #+? 
drotrte authority. Itis- only 'z wiſe meaſtre, which the ' 
churches 'accede to for hariniony, fellowſhip and union. Af 
Antecedent to which' "agreement and confederacy the I 
churches were in full life,in full polle{hon of all ecele-" "hl 
haſtieal : and if they have imparted or-delegated #1 
ll or part'6f this power to councils, the coubeils: received\- 3 
juſt ſo' mach as the chiinches covenanted 'to impart and no v5 
more: —which the ſacceding acts of the churches may” Ml 
refome, limit or continue. OY. 
"In order to enter into the ſpirit of the congregationat 3 
platform which we are firſt tb conſider, it may be obſerved a; | 
_ is well known, that'the firſt miniſters a ring 4 
resbyterian, ly congregatio Mm 

Fes ſeen burn gy three opiniohs* # | 


Jo the miniſters. Three or faur were'for ving "ths 
whole rule-transferred and ceded from the frat to 
ſtanding elderſhip ; the authorative Ne atid 'concutfence 
of | the brethren 4 be taken'"in no caſes but the choice of 
elders, and in ratifying the ſentence of excominunication. 
But of thiy6pinion the churches could never be perſuaded. 
Fox's oPth@ miniſters red for an ec elefted by the 
fraterni Lag a n on the chirch -and 0 all 
ede 'on es concurtenee of the elder- 


CA elren in. a mit adininiſtration; Some few 
H churches 
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IS 
ng " A in 4he-. Mme moe of each, 
church. | Nox were the presbyterians i. clined 40 the nyade 
ef the Scouiſh.. or Holland,, claiſical prosbytery, | While 
they were. for the: exclutive; power of \clders in admi 
Y nan an diciplipary as, hag is for-the utto- 


| ve 


vicinity. "The congregationalilt, wenk,; all IT paw 
paption hands of, the brethzet conjundly, 
Pas hs (x4 the keys 919 1n.4he. cburch, 5+ 4 
x" is Ld +4 elders y. the whol | 
| 7 yraake: EE —_ which the: burehe 
'T, 5 to have degoch, fon 


a he prog -unipn or- conf 
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' Nartont reviſed it, ark with fich Further atehdrents "as 


the Tyfod thought proper, "it was fried; | Now the 
ſorriments pf theſe gentlemen, are well known to have 
'beew presb 11 rhETecord fenfe above dcfied, 1 
miginethey were neatly is the” ſame ſentiments ; volgis 
aps"MF. Cotton m—_ of the authority juni 
"Iiion of: eooncils might by Tower tha i" > when, LE 
thar" pious and learned itian he RNs a9 imp 
__ -inimadverſion in'the | NE 1992 moet 
earn,” their notions'of ul poliy were ere thus, 
Fn every church ſhould vial with 'a povp 
conſiiig/af's paſtar teacher 'and one or more hm bo 
a elefted by the church, in whofe bands haul 
dorm wm ted go —_— ue Logs open of te $4 
gregarion hat in culty this. pres 
might adyiſe with a'councit conſiſting 0 ſuch mergey 
of the triumvirare elderſhips ih the vicinity, or Lat f 


+45 they Thouſd"invie ro "affernble. That" the churches 


Ponta eat atiofial,” and which had no trinmvirate, 


aq EC} in counei] by t 
paſtors /and mefſengers ny ei in _the NE 
1637 qc 1646: bk 


faers and meſſengers 
aſeinble Shu buf in the & 
churches=—and as pares or 'equa al in gone :—not that 
an otcaſjonal} council or ecumenical fynod ſhould conſiſt 
of iwo'eftates, the clergy for one, W the lay-delegates 
for another ; and fo have diftin& ads, as in the upper ahd 


lower houſes of convocation, "That as an gecumenical - 


council hight aſſemble at the invitation of rhe legiſlature; 
fo an occaſional conncil might be aſſembled'on the invita- 
_ of the'churdy when a difficulty ſibſiſted, not autho- 

or tively to decide and derermine the difficulty, but to _ad- 
"yi 


church how to” decide and determine it, That 
ſhould be aſſembled oply'on fuch occaſions as the par- 
chutch thought proper, and conſider ſuch matters 
ena church laidibeforethem, & would ©" - 
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I, that however fond Our 

power. of prrabynaries 
php pews they were. 
mm claſſes ar 
to this extrancous 


Is 1 
0 Rahiprm wrote againſ Ie. Berks of tho. 1644» 
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receiving-the reſulr:of -4"ſynod or eduncil, -Ow the fie. 


gular cale of cenſuring 2 church as # church-(wilethbr 


anything of this nature be confiltent withthe 
\tal independency and unſubordinate- equaliry of 
or \nor).jt-was the: opution /of the fathers 
ſuch, much lefs-an- ordinary--occafionab council 
of 3 tew churches, bad+h6 authority;; and-g 
velted with any, toy excommunitate that 
church, /,, But that, 'the ſynod 


kindamls 
4s 
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- £ 


excommuncation ſh 
churches, and be 
but bythe ghurches themſelves to who 
carory xefulr ſhould: be remitted, or by ſo many as ſhould 
lee cauſe tor the reaſons alligned in the reſultto withdraw 
communion :—that no*church or churches were obliged 


to vote-this reſult on the penalty of non-communiot\#:=<. - 


that fo far as this ſentence” of non-communion' proc; 

jn the. churches, the offending church ſhould be 
and remain excommunicate-till it ſhould render ſubmiſſion 
to the acceptance of -exch church cevcrſing rhe: ſentence; 
—thap-if the a& of non-communion* paſſed in all the 
churches, faid church was'abſolurely and intirely excom- 


municate;-jf in 20 only, it was excommunitate with re- 


ſpe to.thoſe 20 only-and:no mote, and remained iry order 
and regylar ſtanding with-rthoſechurches from-whieh it was 
nor cut off by an cxpreſi-ae. me ets po of 
theſe gentlemen, the higheſt »a& of | eccleſiaſtical centur 
viz; excommunication;}.wasrobe*-guarded. > 0s 
This rake to be « jaſt ſummary of -the opinion of the 
fathers-o-ecclevaſtical polity: in-genera} andthe conftirit- 
tion;of councils in particular-—as may be collefted froth 
their-writings, eſpecially Mr. Cotton's book" of rhe hey}, 
ahd-Mr. Narton's anſwer in the-name of all the New- 
Egland paſtors,to the queſtions on church polity ſeat _ 
® Non tamen ſub pe:4 cenfurs eccleballice, Norton ad Appllon. p.119, 
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<a gem liberty | mon time i _ the churches was 
were on u iþplin 

CI <a wiſe x 1p of 4 hetoner 

of the-elderſhips*:- and with refpe& to udnrry7- 

tional 


EY th they were-ſ6 univerſally c , 
ſuppole \rbere” had-not been an inſtance” of- church 
adiniſſion finefratrum Juffragiis, withour the votes of the 


brethren, /' "his parr-of preabyterianifm, wiz. the elders 
commiinion, /withoutthe explicit concurrence 
of | the: church,| never obtained firſt churches. 


Several churches in , with the ſentiments of 
theiriipaſtors, had the. ruling «tid teaching elders-at firſt; - a 
well/as the paſtor-: 'yet they © a” tech fifaſe the = 


elder; and' the teaching 04s FD diſtinct from pa/tor is ow 
+ The authority of this-triumvirare neverroſe h 
fone few of our pious fathers early” put in high elaitns for 
it; thirit ſhould be; veſted with ſupreme Mile and fole- fo: 

| > co pr of thie charches would nat bear 
| of the-clergy, not merely from con- 


« theny denn, leg / oy rey he previ = 


wbas'the ſcripture model; were for dividing! all adts of 'rvle 
and diſcipline» berween the -«lder/bip and ſraterniry; and 
rendering the concurrence of © borts neceſſary,” And here 
Gy eanaoceed; only being ar liberty ro have, ar'mot 
to have paſtor; Tho the churches 
men bear an aQual-negative'of the elderſhip;whether 
/0r4mote.- Nothing of moment'was-Chr- 
the np hicit Tonſhng of 
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paſtowl inveſticure,ordination or appo'ntment; which even 
the firſt worthy miniſters; as well as«h irches, held ro be 


the leſſer a&. | 
Having taken -this ſurvey, we are prepared to judge oh 
the platform itſelf, the ſenſe in which wh ny ty 
the amended ſenſe in which 'it paſſed the ſynod of 1648, 
and the ſenſe in which 'it was, throngh rhe recommenda+ 
tion of [the general affembly, received by the churches 
and laftly the ſenſe in which; by a& of legiſlature, it' 16. 
effe& became the eccleſiaſtical provincial eltabliſhment of 
Maſſachujetts and New- Hampſhire and Connetrcut, Fot 
by a&s of legiſlature in theſe provinces parochial contradts 
for the ſupport of the congregational clergy are enforcea+ 
ble at law. And theſe ads having received the royal ſanc- 
tion conſtirute congregationaliſm a /egal eſtabliſhment: As 
to the platform itſelf, it is evident thar'it leaves the ferip- 
tures to be the ſole rule'of faith, ordinances and diſcipline. 
As to what relates to authority and polity, tho” the com- 
pilers hoped ro have introduced a trivmvirate 
mm each congregation ro the reception of the churches, yi 
the authority of fuch presbyrery was confined to ſuch 
churches as received it, all being at liberty to ufe it or 
diſuſe ir. "That while the diſcipline and rule ſhould "at 
leaſt in part veſt in' the elderſhip of the presbyteriated. 
churches, the whole ſhould veſt in the' fraternity 'of the 
congregational ones. And that no- power ſhould be ceded 
to. councils as ſach. Accordingly the platform leaves 
each church with” plenary: unceded power, making the 
councils and ſynods adviſory only and pro're nata or occa- 
ſional :—not excepting the extracrdinary caſe of excom- 
municating a whole church, for this is not to be done by 
the conncil, but to obtain only upon the afts of particular 
churches. In the third way of communion, the Jadgmenc 
of the ſynod or council for ' declaring non-communion - 
againſt an offending church is of no efficacy, but by * par- 
*-: ticujar eG and accepting the ge 
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* of the ſynod *,” and refpettively declaring the fſen- 
tence/of '\non-communion in each.church. /T hus at length 
with -a multitude. of intcrfperſions ſecuring. the. indepen- 
dency and uncontrolable power of the churches, it wss 
paſſed and; received. as- the planof __ confedericy, 
which united the presbytertans and independents under the 
one: common ule 'of congregationalilts, before agrecing 
in do&ine,. mode of worſhip, ordinances, and the felt- 
government of churches, - 'T his union did-pot introduce 
either to, a juriſdiction over one 4pother,) but-Jeft them the 
foll poileſiion of their, uaceded peculiarities. I hey agreed 
that adroiſlions ſhould be by the voice of the brotherhood 
-—diftering in this, that the rule: and government ſhould 
be divided between the elders and brethren in the one, and 
veſt; wholly in - the- brotherhood of the! other :- and rhar 
the ceremonies of 'paſtoral inveſtiture might be performed 
by the elders of the one, and by delegated brethren-of the 
other; 'The- enjoyment of both. theſe peculiarities was 
coyenanted to remain to both reſpeCively, without breach 
of charity or the union, It was a fundamental principle 
' of the union, that. every voluntary aſſembly of chriſtians 
had power to form, organize and govern themſelves, and 
in imitation of the apoſtolic churches to-gathey and incor- 
perate themſelves by a public covenant, and to ele& and 
, ordain all their public officers. "They held communion 
with. all proteſtant churches ; yet held a' peculiar fellow- 
ſhip with -the churches of their peculiar way and order : 
and thence the matters of piincipal moment, ſuch as the 
gathering of churches * and ordinations of paſtors, they 
tranſafted in the preſence of the delegates of other church- 
es, whom they invited and called in as witneſſes of their 
faith and order. - The effence of paſtoral ordination they 
held to conſiſt in the eleftion and public covenant between 
the paſtor and, the church. "The ceremony of paſtoral 
iititotion they held to be the leſſer af, which yet ought 


? 


't0 be' performed as the gathering of a church with faſtin 
® Plato 12 lag fling 
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4 prayer... The condiRng of w'1chreligious cerzmony” 
was /Cic tothe elders/tin; the pre-vyrey jan church2s—4n 
churches where there! was/no elder, the-pcattorm. recoms-* 
mended the calling in antþ employing of | the neighboring) 
paſtors/:to-afli.t in ordination; yet with an 'explicit-cons! 
ceſll»nchat even this -might-be perturmed+- «by brethren? 
«+, order;y:: choſen out ot che church for this-purpoſe*% 
Thidointeton Vick) adhirs ifhons.che popular: ſenſe”-of© 
liborty/in- our churchesat that time : /and-the:ſubſequenet! 
practice, ſuggeſts the! true (idea of ordination councils; 997 
uletin theſe churches. | Dabog 
+ The ſenſe-in which the;platform was receiv ed 'be- 
further colleRed from the with which it has obtaineds: 
The popular fenſe was tao ſtrong. for the- plan\conceiveds 
by -the:clergy. - The' churches were really congregationaÞs 
fromthe! beginning, and never fond of a. presbytery: forw 
rule and government, nor:were they ever pleaſed with-then 
iJca.of a; mixed congeegationalifſm deviſed by»: our, wifes 
fore-fathers, in which the power was divided between:the:: 
elders:and\the brethren. * did-the diftiv&ion-of pres- 
byterian.and independent; and differences. thereon! ſubſift 
{o much .among the, churehes,. as cberween che'-churches 
and che; miniſters—rhe minikers were for! prezbytery; the"! 
churches for | congregationdliſm” unmixt, I : was: nattical\ 
then for them, being left-awliberty,- to uſe 10 :Henee the 
dittinQions have long finee +been iolt in £16 one[camimon/> 
name of .congregational ſti"; The loy-erder-(if :this becnot:s 
a {vleciſm)-is almoſt inrely droped. $3; and-rhefeachtn 
elder as diftinft from/paſterichas long ſince been _—_ 
'Craly. neither of theſe ever, obtained-/in/ many of 5607/4 
churches after the firſt generation; "Two ol of "the"? 
triumvirateceaſtag,the diſciplitary authority of conſequence”: 
velts in.the-fraternity : : unle(s-perhaps in;the few churches - 
originally-mixt(ſor I know:of nanc, or'notmorethanone of * 
the eſtcharches pure] y ny where the paſtor may 
"x | contin'1e 


* Some few chorches have two ruling elders, and ſome twelve, . 
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68 The Chriſtian Union. 
continueto retain a negative on the church,or in the language 
of -our anceſtors, where the power of rule is in the clder, 
and-the-power of priviledge only in the brethren. And 
under the u -of thole clauſes ſecuring this power 
tothe elders of presbyreriated churches,” the paſtors of 
ſome churches purely. congregational have claimed and-af- 
ſumed: this-power. But according to the true principles 
of congregationaliſm, the paſtor, beſides being moderator 
of church meetings, or t of the chriſtian fraternity, 
bas bur-the authority of a private brother in the rule ' and 
government of : the church, The” platform bappily ſuc- 
ceded in preventing lay-ordinations. And as to councils, 
Rand juſt as the platform provided at the invitation 
eleftion- of the. particular-church, and in their decifi- 
obs adoifory/only.” 'Phis is the polity on which the 
of the: New England churches now ftand, except a few 
who have /formed- themſelves 'on the true presbyterian 
model according to Scotland, conſiſting chiefly of acce(- 
” fians-of the/preſent century, and a number of the Con- 
nefticut churches. | 

- Having:conſidered the nature of congregational councils, 
I p to ſhew” the origin and'\nature- of conſecrated 
camcits,/ which obtain in ConneQicut, So early-as 1662 
there were/propoſals in the ſynod at Boſton drawn vp by 


M # fot reſolving the whole body of the churches 
into confociations, that is, that each diſtrift of neighboring 
churches ſhould .by their paſtors and meſſengers aſſemble 


annually in a ſtanding council to. hear and give judpment 
on. ica}:controverfies. / But this opofal wo tf 
not being acceded to. by the churches, but ſtrongly oppoſed 
by them, as they jueged-themfclves poſſeſſed of futt:cient 
power tv govern-theraſclves,- 'A few years after this; the 
miniſters of - ſeveral mr formed goon 199. 
aſbbeiativns or paſtoral meetings for prayer on occaſion © 

the” indian wars * : thele "aibeiations having wx 
oe np. about 
# The A8$0c1aT10us begun about A.D, 1670 2 tbe frſt Con- 
3 0CIATLONS A, D. 1709. } 
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about 30 years, began to be deſirous of aſſuming 


accompany the miniſters and fit with them. in their paſti 


meeting, and withal prevail/on the churches to refer theit” 
difficulties to this annual 'or biſannual aſſembly, © Several 
of the miniſters had urged all the ſpecions arguments, but, 


without fucceſs. The early anticipated'danger of 'intro- 


ducing what might finally terminate in foreign juriſdigion, 
prevented the churches from acceding to ns! 07 of 
In 1700 theſe propoſals were ripened into a for- 


16602. 
mal plan for ere&ing the afſ#cratrons into' confoctations or 
ſtanding councils with' the moſt abſolute power and jurif- 
dition over the churches ; admitting appeals only to a 


general conſociation compoſed of delegates from the feve- 


ral particular confociations, and veſted with a definitive 
binding ſentence. This plan begun to paſs the alloctati- 


ons in 1765, as a previous ſtep ro its being recommended” 
by the churches. - But the oppoſition it met” 


and adopt 
with from moſt of the aſſociations, and the yet unaſſoei- 
ated paſtors again prevented its'bcing recommended” ro the: 
wel + , where it would have met with ſtill greater oppo» 
ſrion through the ſpirit of liberty. "Though it failed "in 
the Maſhchuſetts, yet two' years after, it wasrefums 
ed and carried into execution among the churches of Con» 


nefticut, which at this time were, as I take it, univerſally 


em > 156 Pee ſeveral of the principal minifterswers 
inclined tothe presbyrerian rule and governmentof charch- 


es. There'wcre at his time about 40 churches in that: 


fe 


colony. On the recommendation of the provincial legils 
Jature, which bad been previouſly procured, *-the pu 


and meſſengers of the churches in the. four counties afſem-' 
bled in four ſeparare conventions, and draughted or paſſed* 
four prepared models of church diſcipline, as nearly re-; 


ſe 


*. Very much through the influences of the honorable Gurdon Salton- 


ſtall, Eſq; Governor of the colony, « learned divive, who bad becn 
formerly conc of the paſtors, 


the.con= 
ſociated form— which might eaſily be done if the churches 
could be prevailed on to delegate fome- of the-brethren to. 
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ſembling. that of. 1705.28 the ſpirit, of the churches, and 
paſtors. would. adinit, tor leyeral of, the principal paſtors 
-truly. congregational, .:"Fheſe. ſepary;e conventions 
Jlegated.cach perhaps two-or more.paitors with thcir,re- 
- ve mellc rs, to meet ina general conventions. and 
apole out . the  leyeral remined madels-a, plan! of 
i{cipline.for. public eſtabliſhment, Theſe delegates from 
the.county conventions aſſembled at Saybrozt, i 4.708; 40 
the number of. perhaps 10 or 1.2. paſtors, and perhapstwice 
as maay._ meſſengers. This tyaod. adopted the Savoy cone 
feſſtan *, whh the beads of agreentnt, which happily-unit» 
ed. the presbyterian and congregational; brethren in Euglond. 
Hag,they.ſtopt here, the hberty of. the churches had been 
ſecure. hey allo from the. public ſenſe colledted as above, 
compoled articles. for the adminiſtration of church diſcipline. , 
I have been/told that the model from; New. Haven coun» 4 
ty, {aid ro: have, been draughted principally by ihe revery. 
end. Mr. Zames Pierpornt, was. that which. with” ſome. 
amendments.paſſed the ſynod.. The ſynod... having: thus 
combined [together te.confeſſton, beads of agreement, and 
articles for 4:;/cipline, as an ecclefialiical conflituuon ;, it 
was recommended by the, general aſſembly -of the colony, 
KAN by moſt of, the churches, A fubiequent aR, 
of. the general alembly has, declared ſuch ;churches as 
accede to. this,;conllitution, ..to have a /egal eflabli{bment. 
io that.colony, not however excluſive of congregationaliſm,. 
which has equally a legal eflabliſhmcut.... Thus there are 
e forms of religion el{abliſhed in the german, empire, 
virtue of this agreement and conſiitutong, the, acceding. 
irches were 67. into. four confaciations; which are 
now increaſed to nine. "Thefe. conſaciations conlift of 
two-eſtates, the miners, and me//ergers, in effct ſeparate 
in.their a&s ;, for though they is, deliberare and vote tos 
1a council, yer their afts are of ſeparate import ; 
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# Pormed: and agreed to by 120 congrepational churches in England, 
aſembled by their mefſengers in the Savoy London 1658. | 
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tor being two diſtinct bodies in point ofcognizance & jurif- 
diftion, they are fo velted with a negative on cach other, 
that the concurrence of both in a certain new manner is 
neceſſary to complete'an at of council ®, © There at pre- 
ſent Tublifts a difference of ſentimenc among worthy , and 
pious men, who arerreal friends to the churches, reſpefting 
the powers of - churches, and\the powers of conſsctations,. 
which ſhall ſubordinate when in competition. This dif- 
terence of ſentiment 'T rake to' be very little among the 
churches, nor betweery the paſtors and churches in. general, 
but chiefly among the venerable clergy. "The eburches 
as I take it' make no queſtion with "reſpe&t. to their 
own plenary and "uncontrollable power. "The preſent 
difference 
* This platform by implication veſts a miniſter with a negative on his 
church'ia all hers. And in council it has thrown a very great ba» 
lance of, power into the bands of the miniſters, even to more than 
a negative oo the meflengers.. For a majority of the paſtors with fo 
many of the meſſengers as make a majority of the council make a 
vote : but not a majority of the meſſengers and ſo many of the 
paſtors as make a majority of council. On the preſent footing, the 
churches have not an equal aQtive repreſentation in conncil : they 
may. indeed ſend as many mefleogers as rhey pleaſe, and this is the 
only way left them to retrieve the balance of power they loſt in 1708. 
Thus io a council of 20 paſtors and 20 churches, if the 20 church- 
es ſend but one meſſenger cach, then 15 paſtors and 6 mefſengers 
may make an act contrary to the fenfe of 14 churches. This agree» 
ment then '/potſhbly ſabj-&ts three quarters of the churches to the 
decilion of the paſtors and one quarter of the churches, To re- 
ſtore the balance it is neceſſary to fend three mefiengery at leaſt from 
each church. On the ſubjc@ of power we are to cenfider all the 
poſlible chances. | Now though the churches have right to ſend three 
or more, yet it was eaſily foreſeen that there was no probability of 
their ſending more than two, and pencrally tat one. Now on the 
whole two queſtions occur, whether the paſtors are veſted with this 
particular degree of power and influence in the rule of the churches 
by oar Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? and whether this particular plan of dif- 
cipline and conſtitution of councils is preſcribed in the ſcriptures ? 
If not, the whole is a human agreement and confederacy, not at 
all parking *of-tbe-*nature '&f- a -Civinc' ltitution” r= znd+thoughR, 
may ſubſerve valuable prrpoſes,is not to be conrceived as anordivance 
of God, | 
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difference among the paſtors might be healed by charity 
and amicable condeſcentions, with the retention of their 
reſpe&ive judgments as was done the Jaſt century upon the 
differences between the presbyterian ,and congregational 
| Paſtors as to church power, , The litigation of paltoral 
controverſies uneſpouſed by the churches, eſpecially on 
the ſubje&t of the paſtora] powers, excepting thoſe with 
which they are 12's A inveſted by the great head of the - 
church, is peculiarly unhappy in the preſent rapid increaſe 
of our churches, when it is our true intereſt for' both pal- 
tors and churches to be cemented by benevolence and 
union, The pretext on one (ide is hereſy :. but hereſy is 
to be encountered in this age by reaſoning and appeals ro 
the fatred oracles, not by the decifions of uninſpired coun- 
cils. IF councils were by the. explicit volumary a& of 
& the churches veſted with ten times more authority than is 
F# claimed for them by their warmeſt advocates, they could 
never decide the point. "The ſcriptures are the only rule 
of proteſtants. 
ut whatever be the pretexts on either ſides, the powers 
of the conſociations being not known in the ſcriptures, are 
to be determined by an appeal to the platform that conſti- 
tutes them. And in order to judge of this we muſt enter 
- Into the ſenſe, and deſign with which it, was conceived, 
and that in which it was adopted by the churches—that 
we may- reconcile thoſe parts of it which interfere with, 
if they do not contradit, one another. Taken Iiterally, 
«x in the firſt place ſtipulates the abſolute unſubbordinate 
power of particular churches. It afterwards veſts the 
conſociated council with authorative final deciſion on all 
matters of diſcipline ſabmirted to it by the churches of the 
circuit, It at lenge veſts the council with general and 
original juriſdiftion on © all occaſions eccleſiallical,” Ir 
ſhould bom alſo by ſome expreſſions, that it is velted 
with the power of the keys, the power of agar 6 og 
communion on'a particular church, Now the que q oy 
| wRhetner 
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| A | F % X 
whether this zmounts to. transferring che power-ont of the 


charthes.. into the council, in” which they are thus repre+ 2; 
ſented?” IF it does, then there is a contradiction. * A 32 
the nextqTeFon is, upon a/Competition, which ſhall Ny Ho 
their power, the particulg Tihiirches, or.the confeciation g T 
Fhe werhfrve prover when aflembled, and the power 'to-als. & 
ſerhble vhcfted” hpon;,** all accafions eccleſiaſtical,” if * 
bona fide* ceded By tchechuches, smounts iInmy. opined E 
t& att infire andabfolute fiirrendery of all power, aud libers &\ 
ty from the churches, and may in time be Claimed and,de- $} 
tmanded.” Fot with fuch power the confſociations may In -:» 
terdict any ecclefiaflical procels in the}, chiirches, on ary — tif 
eccleliaſtical matter .*and with fuck proÞibition rem@ve. if YC; 
out of the hands of a particaiar cliurch'into the, council, ay 
There remains then Hur one, way in which the liberties of '& 
the churches are by this Conflitution fecured, and if this TH | 
de cloſed, their power ahd priviiege 1s a, cypher, yiz..that, > 
the ſtanding council have no poewer but when called, and + 
bn the*matters' only fabwiitred by .the chutch—even this, + 
woult be", farrendery of inote power than is geded. 10 £E: 
eonmregationgl Councils, which ate aduifory x, In their y- 
refalts';” whereas the , conſotiatet councils are; deerſive un, 
matters"ſybmitted'by rhe thurches , Whatever was tha, - %; 
ſenſe of the thurches in adopting it, itis pretty. evident (i 
that the Platform itſelf is interined with a clauſe veſling bv 
che conſotiarign, not phly, with che decifign when ,called 3, 
by the Inviemg hatch,” bur with original jurildjctiah ppon- bf 
«4 allivatrerseccleffitticd),” wnlefs the phialy © alfoccaliuns - 
ecclefaflical® he lijnited tgdifciphhe,or interpreted 1 ſub-.: {# 
of ination "10 the Pa nodily Ent we of the vion, the, © 
uncontroMiable power of ppoviat & arches, OT, F 
Let ijs*then conſider the ſenſe biy-which, it wis received, 
by the*thatthes. ' And het We atc to remark-that the L; 
platfo7hn' itlelf provides' and; Qipylares that pong of oof,» 
| another, > 


 partieulst; churches Tall be fubordinate to.ope 
* cach being endowet with eqtaliry of * power rom Jeſus 
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* Chriſt: and that none. of the faid particular churches, - 
«.their officer or officcrs ſhall exerciſe power or have any 
** ſuperiority over any other church or their officers.” 
This was the baſis of the union —lecuring this they agreed 
to unite in ſocial confederacy and fellowſhip, - Ty any 
ſubſequent expreſſions intermixed in the articles of agree- 
ment ſhould ſeem to. interfere with and contradi&t- this 
priaciple, fo as to transfer eventually the power out of the 

rxaar church in its individuate capacity—is it to. be 
uppoled the churches ratified them ? rather is. it, not to 
be ſuppoſed that they interpreted them in a ſenſe. ſubor- 
dinate to tha firſt principle ? 

If the council has juriſdiction on all matters, whether 
ſubmitted or not; then the churches in their individual 
and ſeparate capacities may poflibly haye none at. all, 
becauſe the council may poſſibly take cognizance of all. 
Bar if the council can take cognizance of one matter with- 
out the conſent of the church ; then in that one caſe the 
& church has no power. If it was firſt agreed that each in 
P their ſeparate and individual capacities ſhould take cogni- 
" zance and determine all matters within the church :. and 
afterwards it was reſtrifted to their repreſentation in coun- 
cil, would not this ſubvert the firſt principle ? Was the 

ting fo apprehended by the churches ? Or can it be con- 
1 ' that the churches power and copfociations do not 
interfere, when the latter without the conſent of the for- 
mer take a 'matter out of her hands and determine it ? 
Tf the church purs it into the conſociation, her power is 
given up—ſhe has no deciſion of her own, but muſt ſub- 
rait to the deciſion of the council, unleſs ſhe applied to 
the council for advice only, and not for a judicial decree. 
This is a great ſurrendery, _ But to veſt a foreign bod 
- with power to'come and take a marter regularly de 
ing and ifſuable in the cburch, and determine upon it con- 
trary 5 the ſenſe of the church, is a 0) Genes EVEN an 
intire ſurrendery of all power, or at ſubmucng to. 
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hold it of the confociation,” And was this the ſenſe of the. 


churches—of the 30 thar firft received it—and of the 
perhaps 195 new ones that have adopted it fince ? Is nor 
this effeQually to ſubordinate particular churches to one 
another ? ry enabling a number of churches and their. 


officers to exerciſe power and have ſaperiority .over ano-. 


ther 'chorch"and her officers ? Or was it meant that cruly 
one church ſhould not exerciſe dominion over another, un- 
leſs ſhe evuld gain a Humber of her ſide, and then indeed 
ſhe might ? And was it indeed the deſign of the churches 
to ſubordinate a particular church ro the body ? Would 


not each embodied church thus derive an acceſſion of pow- 


er ir her united capacity, and rhus become velted wich an 
anavoidable ſuperiority ? And does not this marual acce(- 
fion of power deſtroy the individual equality of charches, 
and effeQually fubordinate them to one another as well as 
co the body? If ABandC equal and unfubordinate, 
veſt one another with a controlling power, fo that A can- 
not a&@ without the conſent of B or C, and fo for all— 
this is'a mutual transferring of power ; in which transfer- 
red or modeled power AB and © equally partake, and 
thus become” equal in power. But does not this equality 
of acceſſional and interchangeable power deſtroy the fr/# 
equality ? and is not this pecnharly._ modelled equality a 
mutual ſubordination of rhe” whole ? Ir is moſt certainly. 
If fo, the firſt or laſt muſt be given up. Liberty may in» 
fer equality of power ; all equalities of power do not in- 
fer liberty. But if A Band C covenant that they will 
not a& without the advice of one preps with 4 Hobie. 
of power to a& contrary to advice, liberty and equality 
are ſaved. Tf they coveridtl that when hay fobmai a. 
matter "to one another ir ſhall be final, and retain the' 
er of ſabmitring, the [iherty and equality are preſerved, 
t is the laſt ſenſe only in” whigh the ſtipulated equality 
and liberty of the churches can be retained upon the Say. 
brook platform.” Dr all ather ſenfes, equality may be re. 
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tained, but the liberty is Daft... > Equality of powerza be obes 
dient;and afiſt in 1n{laving others, remains when the /pows» 
er.of ſelf-government is loſt,» _But it. is, better ay tr 
qur liberty/4nto- Jameſtic than. forcign, hands, |, 'T here are 
ecs in vaſſhulage or ſubjeQion ag; well as,of liberty, 
The fathers ſtipulated for the churches. the moſt perfte? 
hberty.. -It.is poſhble in nme rhere maybe one or more 
provincial confederacies.or generaliticy here, and .an-{gudi- 
ence or common corncil of, ſtate tor civil. adminitirption 
ſanding on. free provincial eleRiong. . Even. the, conſulate 
and ſenate of ihe rowan empire fublilted., a, Jong" time 
on..clecigns, and theſc not tepicnnial, pr iriengial but, an- 
F.: nar here would be an :£fſcnial. diference between 
nbordinating the rovinces ito /the re{olutions of. the {u- 
preme;councyl of (tate, tho of their;own,clefiing ; between 
thus: fay,..and their reſerving to. themſcives: a power),to 
raufy-or annual thoſe relalutjons.. -Exen the firit is, pre» 
ſerable to forcign appointments, and ,in-a{enſe.maysbe 
faid\to. be a vaJpable_Jiberty and. privilege :, but trac ge- 
nuine hherry confſts.only with. the laſt. "The united pro- 
vinces of Holland . bave found they, can; fubllt, in,this 
manner : and after alrhathas been ſaid, this Jorma ps, pulity 
18-pot. more hable to. conyulfions and revolutions, thap, any 
other, But however it may. be in other reſpects," if. 5; 
certain that, with reſpe# to, LtzerTy, .the provinces, will 
prefer that plan of canfederacy which: reſerves 20. them 5n 
their ſeparate capacirtes the , approbatign , pr Jiſapprobation 
of the plans or political. megfures/ conceived/and., remnted 
to them from- the ſupreme common: council. 1 And. ſup» 
paling the fundamenral bafis of .ſuch.,,a upiop, was; the 
equality, uncontrollgble power of felt goyernmernjneach 
Province, and that no province or provinges,,or 4abcirolhy 
ces, ſhall have any power over-any other province, or, its 
officers : \ Ard ſuppoſing while, defiving} the bolinels; of 
che common council, as how that-it 1s: 40/take cognizance 
Wis 4160 : E* | 4PCE8 
of * ,all matters political” in,any or.+ all the prov IPCES, 
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with power-to afſembie-an £* all occaſions pohtical,”” there 
ſhould 3}{p be mrermiscd ſome (trong general expreſſions 
relpetting the power aft the | council-amounting - 1 their 
lieral fenſes and perhaps in! the intended fenſe 'of thoſe 
who inſerted them, to-an abſolute power andirreſiſtable 
domynion.+ And after theigouncil was introduced to = 
reception of the provinces, chiefly - thro? the: ſtipulated 

curity of liberty ; tHe council {hould undertake de novo 
ro enforce {ome of their reſolutions by the-unnoticed and 
lquidared- clauſes of 1the conſtitution :. +I ſay ſuppoſi 
all this; would not the provinces feel their en een 
Apd. would: ic not be wiſdom for them all ro unite-in 
pelition, . unleſs. the council dropt their claims? Would 
nut this be- the event, winleſs the ſpirit of liberty was ex- 
tinguiſhed or embarraſſed by management ?—If this council 
of flute be by coni(ttrunon veſted with the judicial deciſion 


of al matters of ,citiculry ſu6m1rted ro 1 byany of-the 


proviaces of. the union,/it will nearly retemble- the conſ6+ 
crations;:: 1t- the council of. ſtate only deliberate for the 
public. good and! remit fuch deliberations to the- provinces; 
and on application. of . a province upon difheult emergens 
cies give their dehoiiive-ſentence, 1.'e. the! reſult» of their 
opinion and- advice, -it wilhneacly relzmbie the »congrege-+ 
tonal councils, It rhe counci have ab{olute-power- over 
4. allmanters polwical”'/\in-all che provinces, and in-virtye 


of .this ear interdit all lower proceſics, and remove all 


cauſes before it, without the conſent of the province, and 


eveir.coptrary. to it take a matter out. of its hands-and ju- 


dicially. determine it, apd-enforce this judicial - deci 
on the province, on penalty of cjeting it from-the union; 
it will nearly reſe-nble (the! conſociations in the ſenſe of 
ſome of; the; worthy - paſtors. vita 
Tie churches felt the importance of reſerving to them 
ſelves the ſubmiſſion of eauſes 10 the confociation, © They 
pt once perceiv'd, that if the: conſociation could of their 
own motion aſſemble wpon a church | and RY 
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a1 PE WI —_ deciſion of cauſes, rheir 
liberty was | ccordingly, when April 14; 1959 
the churches * New Haven county, by has oantolh £4 
meſſengers-firſt formed themſelves into a conlociation, in 
conſequence of the Saybrook agreement, they acceded to 
the agreement upon certain reſtrifting explanations, which 
ſhew as well the public ſpirit of liberty, as the ſenſe in 
which they- adopted the platform. In theſe explanations 
it was ſhpulated / that a majority, both of meſſengers and 
paſtors/was/ neceſſary to an at—that the ſentence of non 
communion was: not definitive, nor to be declared till it 
had -pafſedthe approbation of particular churches—that 
+ .churches-may cal} a council before they proced& to 
« cenfure,but without their allowance no particular perſon 
«© ſhall-have a council before excommunication :” Eiſen 
tially agreeable ro that fundamental principle of their 
union, that none of - our particular churches ſhall be 
ſabordinate- to one another, ©* nor excerciſe power,or have 
any ſuperiority over any other church, or their officers.” 
No ſubſequent expreſſions to be taken in a ſenſe ſubver- 

five of this; becauſe in themſelves null and void. 
..On'the whole, it ſeems to appear that however the 
power-and ſubordinate equality of churches is ſecured in 
the beginning of the platform, yer there are afterwards 
fach infertions, which, if raken literally, would fubvert 
the firſt-andilſpenſable principle. In conſequence and vn- 
der the umbrige of which it is demanded as a right that 
each confociation, charged' with the mſpe&ion” of its 
churches, have power to arraign aid depoſe a paſtor with- 
out, and even contrary to, 'the conſent of his charch, — 
take <*/a} cauſes eccleſiaſtical” out of the hands of the 
church, and judicially decide them—and if the church de- 
nies thispower and juriſdiftion,to arraign the whole church, 
decifively judge upon her, -and enforce their decree with 
the ſentence of non«communion. In this ſenſe 'it ſhould 
ſeem/thar the.conſtitution has eſtabliſhed two powers in- 
| conliftent 
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conſiſtent in exerciſe, the uncontrolled power of particula 
churches, and the controlling power of the confociations: 
And if the {ſpirit of liberty did not prevent, it may become 
a rule for the confociations in virtue of the clauſe; * alt 
*« occaſions eccleſiaſtical,” * ro iſſue ibitz0ns to the 


churches (which bas beep tried in one inſtance) to remove - 
luch cauſes a they the conlociation think proper, our of 


the hands of the churches, by a certiorari into the /fapreme 


eccleſiaſtical tribunal. - But this was not the-ſenſe of the = 


churches, when they received the platform. The princi- 


pal alteration which chey: deemed was this; that -whereas - | 4 


the egational councils. were elefted promiſc ouſly 
from the churches, the churches were - now limited tothe 


conlociated council as a ſtanding council on matters of dif- 
cipline, which they veſted with a deciſive on manter 8 
which they ſubmitted to them—and which they might on 
all other matters repair to, adviſe with and confult as cons 
gregational councils. A hiſtory of the conſociations from/ 
the beginning to this time, and the uſe which the churches 
have made of the conſociations, would abundantly evinice 
this. It is further to be remembered, thar' they' never 
once thought of any alterations ref} 


have the power of ordination in the circuit, as "appears 
from the uninterrupted uſuage of the churches” for the firſt 
40 years after the platform, in which I ſuppoſe there 'was 
not a ſingle inſtance of con/ociated ordinations. © All theſT 
claims are of modern dare, and defenſible only _ thoſe 
novel interpretations which are ſubverſive of the fir{t grand 
fundamental principle of the union. © The Conne&car 
churches remain at liberty to chuſe what miniſters they' 


pleaſe, to ordain their paſtors eleQ,and what churches they» 


pleaſe 


* The extenſive jurifdidtioo. of the High Commiſkon ſubGlted on alike» 


comprehenlive clauſe, ** all affairs ecclcliaſtical,” The force and ap?! 
plication of which wis felt by the holy and venerable Cort:n, Norton, 
Hocker. See Hame's Hiltory of Britain, Vol, 1. p. 37- 
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cils, and leaſt of all, that the conſociation excluſive ſhould 
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pleaſe for 4 fraternal witneſs of the ſfolemnity, and from 
whom alſo-to alk and receivethe right hand of Jeltowſbip: 
. For:the'right hand of fellowſhip may cither upon the privis 
ciples of chriltaniry,. or the platform, be as regnlarly-re- 
ceived from the congregational churches,as the confocwyed 
ones, even by the conſociated churches theinlelves, as hag 
been repeatedly the fact. i. /Fhetellowſhip and, communi- 
on-is indiſctiminately. held: among both.  -Fhe. pultors»a- 
Jone with the content of the: elefting church, -ordaitvithe 
| ; and ib. the name; of themſelves and rhe 
churches, give the - right hand. of hand | of tellowthip, 'to 
denote their-willingneſs to walk together in paſtoral and 
church communion. | 
©: Asthe-platforms are ſuppoſed to receive greart- efficac 
trom: their-becoming provincial eſtabliſh ments, it is necet- 
{ary-to conſider; this alſo, Anteced&nt to the platforms; 
the three colonies of Plymouth, Maſſachuſertsand Connecs 
ticut,made and;continucd to make pariſhes by aCts of' their 
reſpeQtive aſſemblies, and veſted them with power: ro- tax 
themſelves for the ſupport of ſuch patlors and reachers-as- 
they ſhould ele. | The ſame thing was continued after 
_ thejplatforms were adopted by the reſpeRive afts of legi(s 
kature. as provincial eftabliſhments, and eſpecially. after the 
| $440 four . Which ads in-the provincesof Maſſachu- 
$ and New-Hampſhire, . receiving the Royal ſanQion' 
after-the revolution, as fully c(tabliſk congregationalifan in 
thoſe-two provinces, 2s the. atts.of parliament andthe uni- 
on-eſtabliſh epiſcopacy in South Britain; -and /presbytery / 
in-North Britain... And-the aſſembly of Connetticur being) 
veſted by royal charter with -plenary legiſlative power; the' 
religious eſtabliſhment of that colony is complear,as all her - 
ether legillatiye as are, without the royal ſan&tion.: __ 
cially as It is an eſtabliſhmentof the ſame thing which has 
received the royal approbation- in the neighbouring pro» 
vince, which gives a declared conſtru&tion of that partieu-" 
lar law or a&, as not being contrary to the as of x parlia- 


- us ; 


ment: eſpecially this is conſentaneous to that part of th 
a@t of union which eſtabliſhes a fmilar religious inſtitatio 
tor Scotland. Now all the force which a particular forny 
of religion receives from a civil elabhſhment, whether na« 


tional or provincial, is fromthe temporalities and givil ims 
mumities annexed by the legiſlature. With to” im« 


muanities and public ſecular offices, all religious proteſtant 
ſefts are egavily privileged in New-England. But- the 
legal power to tax a ſociety for the maintenance of -mini« 
ſters, and other parochial charges, belongs to but one genes 
ral denomination, the congregationa/ifts, under their ſomes 
what different forms, excepting that the” epiſcopalians it 
ConneRicvr, under certain limitations, have power-to tax 
themſelves. And legally thoſe churches or atſemblies that: 
are independent presbyrterians, or Scotch presbyterians,” oft 
congregationaliſts truly | ſuch, or laſtly c tonaliſly 
on the Saybrook model, are congregational only its Jaws 
The law conſiders them, not as churches purely,* but as 
as parochiaÞ congregations, allowed im their” religious for 


greeable'to the ſcriptures, 


legal ethcacy of their ats 


chial powers with which they are endowed. © The 
are'to:certain purpoſes incorporate, bodies nown-'in'the 


hwy the-efficacy of parochial contra: all iſſae fron the 


parochial” wers; and the contrats with paſtors depend 
not arall for their validiry in law,upon any of the forms-of 


ordinarion/ whether performed by elders ina church and 
paſtors-our' of the church, -or-whether indeed there be'ng 
ordination'at-all. For T ſuppoſe if a pariſh | it their pa* 
rochial corporate - capacity ſhould contraft with' an -ubor= 
dained preacher at an _—_—— for life, u__— — 

Roy's. 5% M0 ir Bhs 20 2-1 Giron 


ations, ang holdi 


+ © The churches, as diſlin& from the cong _ 
ng theraſ@ves for the ſoppot 


to the purpoſe of ceceiving/ and i 
__ ellates ad pios vſys ; but lg 
of ths wicitry. 
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to model themſelves as they = as they judge moſt a» 
reſults,” not from the religious form, but from the-paro- 
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dition” of -hiv -performing divine ſerv'c> every Lord's-day; 
that'it would be equally valid in Jaw as Chen was ordained, 
ed ud por, as if made-with a ſchool-maſter: for lifeor 
arte. } gov jot.' / Andthis feems ſti} -more evident; 
'From-the- naturerof '-parochial powers, bur 'from 
dog the' patoralconrihſÞ of-legal validity amecales 
anagran be i0-all 5 Unffeſs: the parochial! call and ac- 
eeptance be deemed only {> 1 3 to [0 public-enſeal- 
ing and ratification of the contratt : even- here, the 
tranfaSion which 1mduces legal Lligton i only that part 
ofrardination in which the'icall-and acceprance us publicly 
rtified.-and ycr-a3 this is a covenant only; between the 
4 0965.6 wing and-not explicitly between: the paſt6r 
oo, which-i3 only ecclefraſtical, - it | ſhould 
rater which has legal efficacy on'the inhabitants 
fit ation” as! ſuch, is 'the- antecedent 


Longreg 
contrad. /Bue ſuppoling \#t. depends on - ordination, and 
oo venant 18 not:pertedted till the ſolemniies 


"y 

F-4be- iaveſtiture : yer by the univerſal. of our 
# c Ta wet es; the Tn may: be: wir prong whomſo- 

"Fer the church defire to: doit. And in! ioftal}ments in 
<0 incu , it, is indifferent whether: hin mr ordi» 
my axheen ' performed» by congrega -paſtors, or 
by thaſerwho- have had, ia according tothe church 
of ele AJl paſtors have--the power af ordination, 
y orders-:0n | whomſoever they judge 
gra ke deſire-of a particular church can: give 


the paſtoral charge: of. that-church-—when ſuch ben we 
is ondained;and ſuch chuceh»orgavized with a paſtor oe} 
perpolſes;civil /as -well as ecclefiaſtical. And 
always defirable that there ſhould be a ba ho 


rmony amorg 
churcheg,.andithough perhaps it would wma for 
the; church to defire it, or thie paſtors to perform it v 
the bi prof Q of diluting, yet when it is done, w 
ther 1 Treeat mk. oy oh note 4 
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ure” valid bc fly eceteſia 1'e!'y and legally, ſo far mY 
the law takes-any notice of »it. {4 his wis ea Un n 
along the practice of our churches} and.riſe you 
jidocal no akerations ifite> > 13405 {74 
The whole rehyious eftabliſhnienr of New get 
congregationililin, excepp is thi eduny vff RhoQe&lfland; 
where the legifſative eltabhiſhmcor! is univerfabproteſtant 
liberty, but avithour annexing- parochial gyro 
ſect.» Here no religions : egations of \{octetiey ars 
bodies known in the' law, and'all benefaQions;* 
ought tobe made ro ſerf#e3'4n 17u/t, ' Tri the three other 
New Englaw governments,'all parochial: congregations ars 
badies corpotate. The' legifhacure of Conticicur in pars 
ticular have enaRted, '-thar the-iohabitancs"of "ay "row? 
** ori fociety' or pariſh, confticuted by this-afſembly who 
= - K om or ſotjety cad / legally! warnec 
have power by-the-major vote hoſe fo mer | 
**. call and fere 2 miniſter or” miniſters 
and ***! that the miniſter ſo called nd ſclag; 
* minifter-of fuch row" or _— 


A Ek. &c. wo ova erent aka Yy on + 
* the inhabitants of ſuch town'or fociety—and1 r 5 
+ cefſors/"' * And again, gl ſuch towns —— 
**-pariſhes by their rvotes of us" ſhall” annug | 
ad Lava a = for hs fe atorelaid, 10 be levied 4 
their +inhabnancs- ny ten 0 their” reſpeQiy e lifts? 
'Frow hence it appears, thurat{ whicly dev Nog ob 
| wg: <4 to be done by? the” inliebirautg"6r members” 


egation—the afrof the ehurelvit ra} ele. 
on ons in _— _ is tat ey 
e Y IC EXCEPT Mm 0 

_ pears 1-7 9 are legal bodies for receiv 
inp and. Holding eſtates; bar nottor regulacing! the -ſertles 


naar of 'paſtors. * A 10 DC 
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mto-a pariſh. Now whenever it has reccived pariſh'pows 
ers, it 1s all reſpe&s'f{ecare as toits temporalities, whe- 
ther the churoh be in followſhip with'the body of churehs 
_ es or/ not. © A new pariſh + may be erected in the old -pa- 
rochial bounds on the application of aggrieved brethren : 
but che ſtanding party remain and continue a" pariſh,” and 
evea the firſt pariſh and church. as they ho}d under” the 
firit; and not a ſubſequent ent, "And in all iris 
ltances in Connetticur. but: one, the Two pariſhes —_— 
within the ſame parochial bounds are of 'different-' 
- us to their-chucches. And the at of ' afſeinbly incorpo» 
rating a new pariſh into'a body known in the law; does 
not deſtray the firſt pariſh,” nor affeft us artecedent aRts 
and agreements ** made by! the major vote"of | the inhabis 
cants.” This whether the firſt pariſh churchi'be conſocis 
ared, 'congregational, or” presbyterian-j whether this year 
the one, or by vote of uſelf:the next year another,” -**) 
This-being the ſtate of - the religious eflabliſhments in 
New-England, and in Conne&cur 4n particular; it # 
all claims of councils or conſociations,' with're 
pur«{diftious and decifions' in oppolition to the fenle 
rticular churches and parochial congregations, "may 
ruitleſs-and to litle purpoſe "Ems 
brailing of che churckes,  Betides, thar-through ſome un 
happy: principles reſpeQing the rerms of communion'anl 
the qualification of communicants, by which multitudes 
ſober, pious and virtuous chriſtians are' dererred'from 


* 


ordinances, our churches are often but a ſmall partof the = 


parochial congregations. And ir is the. congreomtiorr 11th 
mtakboagegarionalcanacey thar che-/ats acai 
And this as fuch does not enough partake of "wn eecleſÞ 
aſtica} nature to be ſubjett to eccieſia(lica} juriftiftions;'6f 
to have the validity of any of its afts dependent on the d&s 
cifions of an eccleſtaſtical council. And ever as to-the ins 
fluence-ef theſe deciſions on the churches as'fuch, "the 
perhaps had becer be left as thoſe - of the congrega grs 
$359 wer | X coun 
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councils adviſory only, according tothe {ente in- which. it 
is probable that the ConneQicyt churches received theip 


Allthatis beyond this, till the piblic ſpirit. be 
bdoed, muſt endanger conteſts and oppoſitions, in which 
public benevolence and Jiberry may ſuffer... And-itis 
| to be remarked, that even conlvciared churches hive ofter 

hy in- colngregational councils to adviſe on dithcu]ries ; 
ſhews/that they. did-nox; underſtand them(tlves res 
a'to councils.: And it is further; to 

f PRI nhmns lic age knew 

| of canſotiared or congregational councils,.nor their 
pans baud in the, Full-enjoyment of uacmbar+ 
1996 wt Noipoltolia: chiirck bad authority. over 
another, exther in an individual gr aggregate capacity. 'The 
claims of authority-in conſociated:; councils over | the churs 
Can —b xa contrary to- the primitive pattern,,/ but 
| evail ini New-England, unleſs the 
enact. char no -congre onal chvechea all 
q'be is of the laws.  Itis: faid that-there are ſoveral 
wy Connecticut ' which Have not acceded 'to the 

, molt of which are congregational.; and yet have 
immunities and privileges! with the others... » And 

y renounce the platform, when they :pleaſe, as has 
| een * done in inſtances, and  yet- are» in \full 

'E We communion: with the: conſociated churches.” It 

Mn if they could all walk together on the cons 
form, as; they probably would do-in time, if the 

> ru ſublilted for fellowſhip only, and noe-for.dos 
minion,, which effentially jncerteres- with» the» ſtipulated 


y "harches. Nogrcam the confociations 
= _ hrs 


Gently, declare -non-communian with 

> congfegational churches; unleſs they do:with 'all&+ 
| cauſe-or crime be only their. denial of their quriſe 

bon ; Hopanſo. they well know that all congfegational 

BFCINC: aging this jurifdiftion, '+ Nor, was It 

be ghd ol a the any 
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nefticut Aſſembly, .or : laſtly by the receiviog churches; 
that all or any of the uncomplying congregational churches} 
ſhould for this- be: heretigared, or . beld tmder'the ſentence 
of non-communien, /Nor that every! church accedipg to 
the uvion ſhould be obliged - to' ſerid delegates to'the' cons 
lociation in all caſes ©-28/10 this; they were at their liberty; 
And the,churches. have frequently omirted this,” as 1 am 
told, - Nor can a .co/ociation s pin by the platform 
declare-non-commoniob j ali = pr. p roar a real 
crime.: in” the church Sd a ak n 
New-Haven couvty, becauſe the Es of 5 wr 

ar thejr/farſt forming) into4.a-confociation; in'7 709, exp 
covenanted that the ſentence of noh-communion ſh 
be referred back to the ar churches: of che circuue, 
and obtain on their particular'aQzz:1 Hence! half'a: Fs 
churehes; may for, preſefnt reaſons flecline ſending theirieh> 
ders-and meſſengers to @ conſecration for ſuch time 
pleaſe, and yer continiqimember bf > the: union," and Te- 
main upon the platform, and may afterwards reſume their 


rights,» all. ach. qinſe 128-7 they: woluniiciy cewoonkÞ 
unjon,' or' are excommunicated by the .a&s of rhe parriculay - 


of the circdit.. ln wich laſt caſe; and even; 
ore if they pleaſe; they. may meet by their delegares-anl 
form a.new-conſociation, and-become? a'-true- conſociation 
of: a new-circuit and regular upon the\plarform—nor ſub» 
je&+to'the conſocration-of REES: noi 
farure progreſs of 2lteration/1 inthe: all 
ciation ſhould 'be ſubnugated: en nu | -of 'a' gem. 
pron jen Jn which eaſviabe ;new-con 


fabſiſt. a. ſovercignty of | pai & 
all Foreign powers. CE den a heres Thi 
formed, : conſiſted. of þur fre churches. , wy: 


The effential! laws of eceleſntical fellowſhip! nds 
Saybtodk. thre that, | in a} excomoanications, 
whether perſons abr nx rad this /mesfure is not-to'/be 
gone iato wikobs: gung! opportunity: to. the. perſons-dr 


churches 
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churches to be hereticated to make their defen-e, and fhew 
their reaſons:t0 the;church or churches of the vicinity, that 
they 'may-a&-on- their own knowledge and judgmevt, and 
not. the report of others. Tf then they fuſtain excommu- 
meation,they revert totheſtate of congregationat churches; 
out of union indeed with the confociated churches of the 
circuit, but holding all che privileges of che legal eftabliſh- 
ment,-and-remaimng in union and feHlowfhip with only the 
hreateſt-body'of churches m New-England, 1 mean thoſe 
bo Gb: Combridge platform, if not perhaps with thoſe of 
the- other conſaciated circuits, that is, they will or ma 
poſſibly: be in unity; with about 4oo churches, and out 
unity 'with 100, perhaps not 'above 50 All this is faid 
npon/ ſuppoſition that the cjefted | church or [churches be 
tbe fame as ro: doftrine 2nd manner 'of worfhip with the 
nerality of the-churches, and that the denial of foreign 
aflical joraſdiftion be the' 07/y reafon of non-commu- 
ioh. : As'was the: cafe in the only inſtance of hereticating 
a church .in' New-England: 2:849 LET 
»:{;F his is the: cafe as matters ' now ſtand.” ' We have ſeen 
what efficacy the platforms have received from the legiſho- 
Hve:regulations abour' religion. - And »that' in effe& rhe 
Have not entered: into' any of rhe: diſtintions, bur 'c6n 
all only as» different- ſpecies of  congregationalifin; "Al 
that is;done. 13!only to incorporate the congregation—the 
| tions mode! themſelves as they pleaſe. - No'rem- 
res/Or 4mmunigies are annexed to any unions of COm- 
cluſters 'of churches, or 'to any public reſolutions 
ing from ſuch combination. Perhaps'ic would-be well 
all our. churches were» reſolved | imo' friendly cdnſoc- 
ations for mutual aid: and” fellowſhip. All» unions indeed 
forming kn of powers, are liable, and too apt'td 
Rerminate in ions-. Not that theſe: coalitions- are 
abſolutely neceffary. 'The apoſtolic [churches- fubliſted 
without either—as I have faid they-knew not either con- 
{ociations, or claſſes or their powers—and« whenever = 
6949370 e 
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take place they muſt obtain_on other. preſcriptions. than 
_ thoſe particularly ſpecified by the apoſtles, or our-common 
Lord, But though the cantwning a body of churches intg 
generalities-and circuits,,be not ab{oJutely- neccfſary,, and 
in no wile ſcriptural, yerit may ſublcrve valuable purpoſes, 
Many of theſe things, not entering into the elfence ot re- 
Jligion, are left to human diſcretion. The late reveren 
Dc. Corman was # friend to. confociat iohs of. churches, 
bur nit.in a ſenſe ſubverſive of- congregationaliſm, for he 
looked wporithem not the deflrudon, but-the ** very,ſoul 
and life 'of the congregational ſcheine”-—Now they would 
prove. the death of the. congregationsl, ſcheme if-the 
churches be ſubordinated to their juriſdiftions, /or -of whom 
@'man is overcome, of the ſame is he brought in bondage *, 
and this even whe they promiſe themſelves liberty. Fels 
lowſ(hip. and bencvolence, not, dominion, was. the . great 
charaQeriſtic of gbis venerable divine, whoſe praiſe. is in 
alt the churches. He patronized the moſt congregational 
3& which was ever pradtiled in theſe churches, in an-in« 
ſtance which poſterity may. ſee the wiſdom of imitating. 
And he was roo well acquainted with antiquity- not to- be 
ſenſible 'that the. grand defeftion of the latin church. took 
origin.in thoſe artfully deforced ceflions which Tabveried 
the Jiberty, independence and plenary power of churches, 
So long 'as' the power continued in the hands. of the chur- 
ches,”undelegared to reprefentation by perpetual decree cr 
binding conftitution, they were {fe as the apoſtles planted 
and left them :—but this ceded and given up, they paſſed 
into an inteſtine opprefiion, more barbarous than the pagan 
perſecutions. 

The'churches are at preſent above 500, and increaſing 
armani; They might form 2s confociations beſides thoſe 
of Connetticut. x 
would nably ſubſerve the purpole of cementing us toge- 
ther into a'reſpeCtable body. But the momenc juriſdittion , 
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enters, like the creating Ceſar perpetusl DicTaTor, the 
beginning 6f the abſolute loſs of liberty commences.* Let 
the conſociations be adviſory only to the churches, as the 
privy council to: his majeſty, the aſſembly of the Nates to 
the united" provinces ; even general provincial confocia- 
tions of the lame import advi/+ry only, might have a friend- 
ly influence;/a/vd Libertate & Ture Eccleſiarum wniter- 
faltum. | An influence which” one would think ſhould con- 
tent the 'ecclehaſtica} councils. But even this, ler! it be 
remembered, would be but a haman device of polity,” nei- 
ther-preſcribed or ſuggeſted by Chriſt or his spoſtles ; - and 
having nothing of dive in it, not being ſo much as an 
ordinance of God, but a voluntary agreement only of men. 
And conſequently the decifions and reſults of councils 
ought not to be pur off upon. the churches as an' ordianance 
of the/molt High; who is never to be brovghrt in to putyo- 
nize the fallible decrees of mortals uninfpired; which 'are 
ſometimes delivered to the churches in the name of God, 
with ſtrong expreſſions importing that the contempt” and 
| Sifobehence of om is 7 $0 and diſobedience « of rhe 
F moſt high. Nec Deus interfit niſi dignus vindice nodus, 
"There needs the utmoſt caution leaſt” the opiniors and 
© «canons of councils be conceived in this Tight. For how- 

| cver 


* The procedure is gradual from artfully defarced furrerderies of 

wer to abridgments firſt, and afterwards ,an intire abolition of 

Ferry, The roman and athenian fſcnates were originally formed 

to Veliberate and recommend the beſt meaſures of public zfion. 

The fentic conceived ard prepared plars for the public ratification 

of the people, with whom was the ſupreme 3 e power. 

- This origioation in the ſenate was cafled autoritas, denoting (till 

for 200 years no proper power. In time the ſenate ſhared balf 

the power, the pleberars under diflercnt claſſes the. other... At 

length the intire imperie! power Was gained into re | ; 

#nd when this was ſertled into a perpervael conſtitution, 'it "was fi- 

+ rally in «f*& ſubjcRed to the control} of a perperval diftatorſhip = 

.... in. one perſon ; when liberty was loſt. Then ard even before 

this auterity and power became ſynonymous, 50 Reſults of couN- 
cils and power may import the ſame thipg after proper ſages, 
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ever in the commencement and infancy of 3 policy. they 
are taken but adviſory, they may be ; ho mo preſcrips 
tion. and precedent by fublequent generations and ages. 


Antient cuſtoms become deemed to be eftabliſhed cans 


{ticutional powers and rights ; and fo. the influence and 
alcendency of a well conltituted council or anion of couns 
cils degenerate into tyranny. . And future: prieſts may; 
through weakneſs and ignorance of hiſtory and. the- love 
of dominion, imagin themſelves, as members of an eſta+ 
bliſhed council, to hold thoſe powers. and influence; jure 
divino,. or by divine right, which a conſtitution or* policy 
by wmpercepiible ſteps and inſenſible tranſitions acquires 
.through-.2 raft of time. In faithfulneſs therefore 40 
poltecity and the truth, every prelens generation ſhould 
reach their riſing offspring the eſſential diſſerence/berween 
what ariſes from human 
yen : .and that as the molt high has not. veſted-any. order 
of. men. ſince the apoſtolic age, with divine iufallibleait- 
thority, ſo.none of their deciſions on or about-religion paty 
rake in the lea(t degree of infallibility—nateventhe church- 
es themſelves in rheir particular or aggregate-capacity' 
that eccleſiaſtical councils have no authority unleſs 

ed by.the churches, and-this though- eccleſiaſtical yet nor 
divine :—and that if ever this be ceded- or giyen up'*to 
the degree of controlling particular churches in a perpe- 
tual conſtitution, poitericy will again date the death of hi- 
berty fram that unhappy e@ra—Hull. fature vigorous ſtrug- 
gles -and .united combined exertions of the public {piric 
Thall reſume it into thoſe hands where God and nature 
placed. it. The exigencies of the chriſtian church can 
never be ſuch as ro legitimate, mach lefs render jr wile, 
to ereft- any body of men into a ſtanding judicatary over 
.the; churches. If on ſome extraordinary occaſions 1t may 
.be.neceſſary to cede up the united power into-an extraor- 
dinary commiſſion 4. yet when the public work deſigned 
is accompliſhed, let the pibon end; the pawer m. 
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and reſt in te boſom of the churches. Never ſuffer the 
united force arid power of the churches to. be at the'call, 
eſpecially ar the command of a fanding body of men, 
even if part. fubfiſt on conflitutional delegates from the 
churehes, The ends of civil and eccleſiaſtical polity: are 
fo widely different, that however this may be expedient 
in the one, it is by no means fo in the other. If the 
| United force of the churches can be conſiitutionally cole 

JeQed and direfted* to ſych objefts and cnds as a flanding 

council (liable to corruption and undue influence) ſhall 

commend, without and contrary to the conſent of individual 


churches, whether the policy be -a monarchy, or an olie 
ganetys it 1s indifferent— liberty is gone, ryramny and in» 
- hq may be the tate of ſucceeding genera» 
tors, Our churches have not as yer given- up their 
wers. and liberty into foreign hands, at leaſt the main 
have'not, and ir is queſtionable whether avy have 
Pos n9-i" Pow bona 6de done” it. Let them be ravghe r6 
ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewich Chriſt has made them 
k, free. * Heaven is giving us an opportunity to plant a noble 
F body of free churches in America, and has charged vs 
" with a ' part to a& for poſterity. "The love of dominion 
which reigns in every breaſt, and thus becomes a general 
principle, 1s almoſt too mighty for that other general prin» 
=> the {ove of liberty, which it is deſigned to balance. 
ake either away out of human nature, and confuficn 
ariſes.” There is no need of cultivating the former, it is 
Inextipguiſhable : but there is great need of cultivating 
the latter, eſpecially in religion. Liberty and dominion 
are in oppoſite balances on the ſcale of human nature— 
both neceſſary : the laiter is dangerous unleſs well guard» 
ed; the-former generally fafe excepting when colleing 
'For-one-pablic burſt on tyranny. They are deſigned by 
God to counterpoiſe and balapce one another. There is 
no danger but the wanton licentioutneſs of the one will 
'be-eorreted by the artifice and force of the cther. me 
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ther ler liberty be extinguiſhed nor dominion; both oY 


their proper ſpheres; when the 'one degenerares into ty- 
ranny and anneceffiry reſtraints, an4 when the other .be- 


comes anarchy, they are both equally pernicious to ſociety. 


The principles of both and their balance ougkt "to: | 
well underitood, ferrled and defined, and the” fres qu 
ultra citreque nequit be fixed on the public ſenſe, a 
their rationale publicly taught and explaiped thro? the 
cammuniry. , 
The body of the elergy in New-England mg c eaſil1 
adopt a ſyſtem of ecclefaftical management, ' which in 
century. of two, with moderation and attention to the pub» 
lie fpirie, would gently gain the ſubmiflion of the churches, 
and infenfibly ſteal away their liberty. Bur I rejoice to 
believe they are not inclined to it. Yet let me Jay that- 
meaſures may be honeſt]y,” and with pious intent, gone 
Into, which effe& this as ſarely as if with the deſign and 
foreſight of a Machiavel, a Richliu, or a Mazaring, 
[Phe ſyſtem adopted deſignedly or undeſignedly, however 
looks with undeviating operation to the ſame end.., ny 
thing of this nature may be wiſely oppoſed. Let'us re. 
main traeand firm to our firft principles, the unfurrendered 
power of the churches.” And indeed there is need of the 
exerciſe of bur little power here ; for chriſhanity is not 
a ſyſtem'of human power and dominion, but of liberty 

and benevolence. e% 
To fum up the whole, it appears from above, 1. £1 
our chnrches were origmnally tree and independent of one - 
another. 2. That any plan of confederacy is juſt what it 
was agreed, explicitly received and underitond to be by 
the confederating churches, 3. "That ſuch confederacy, 
whatever be irs form, is not jure divino, . but intirely hile 
man and prudential : and:was never defigned to interfere 
with the independence and prerogative powers of particular 
churches.” 4. Leaſt of all was it deſigned-to regulate arfle 
cles of faith, it bcing one of the fundamental and explicit 
| declarations 
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rations of the churches, and even of the platforms, 
at the SCRIPTUR 58 alune are the ONLY RULE of FalTH, * 
nd 5. "That ſuch arethe circumſtances of vur chu ches, 
9 intermixt with {eds of various communion, that it i; im- 
politic ro_uſe extreme and coercive meaſures—ſince the 
iverſal liberty permits the oppreſſed to form into yalun- 

nons. tor religious. worſhip. 6.. 'Tuat itrong 
ion, being . one * main thing during the infancy of the 
Hurches, uniformity in lefſef marters is 'not to be. rigo» 

ally exafted ; but healing and uniting meaſures being a 

it point, in. view, many other things are to-be; ſubocli- 
od this, 7. That the ſpirit of ,diſunion is. attended 


wh. more fatal prejudices in the ſwift growth, of a dody 
| churches; than when they are. arrived to maturity. To 
Ach we may add, 8. [That many conſiderable errors, if 
Jer alone, will corre themſelves in time on free inquiry, 
rate and gnaheated diſquiſitions, 
Bur if different uſages and cuſtoms in eccleſiaſtical po- 
y are finally ſettled in different churches, - agreeing in 
DP” the eilcntials of chriſtian doftrige and worſhip : this need 
"__ - not diſturb the general harmony. Meg build their houſes 
,crffcrently, cultivate their lands. differently, purſue the 
ame employments 1n different-methods, and in different 
Anethads ſtudy the ſciences—yet if they attain the end, it 
_ hte as ro the different means, An empire. con- 
8 of a multitude of cities, burroughs, townsand provinces, 
gitterently conſtituted by accident, according to the courle 
of events, or according 'to- the different. geniuſes of zhe 
- ,Penple conſociated. And-yer in. theſe different ways. ar- 
ave at individual and public feliciry. The plan that hap- 
ly cements and nnites all in one general 'confederacy and 
 Þyblic uaion, referving ach part its power, liberty and 
-, propatnonate influence in the mighty dow is. the, wilelt 
Pry | and 
AF founders of our charches al wa efſed to make the facred 
vis) Ae ge only ruſe is 266k liipline and warſhip, 3s 
os" well as in article3 of faith,” Hobart's Addreſs. p. 36. 
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and beſt” 'Coercive uniformity is neither neceſſary 7 
politics nor religion*. All the kingdoms of the carth ar 
differently policied, and yet all in their ſeveral ways ſub- 
ferve the public defign 'of the ſupreme king, | Churches 
have ſubfilted well under all the hmitations of liberty—all 
have their conſtirutional diſeaſes. All proteftant ty 
have different models under the general profeſſion, and yt 

we have charity for all. We ate in full charity wi 
churches which have loſt all their liberty, yer are ornamen 
to the'chriſtian profeſſion. * And among ourſelves, let 


not break our communion if any of our churches giveup 
y 


all their liberty, or retain it all in.their own hands. "IF 
reat 'end'is anſwered of making men virtuous ,and good, 
t us rejoice, though the means are diverſified. ' Partic' 
hrly Ter us of the congregational communion” in New- 
England, under the different forms of our churches, cult 
vare a venerable regard for'one another ; rejoice that w 
are ſo well agreed in purity of doftrine and worlhip, .an 
walk together by the ſame rule, / /ar as we ore agree, 
and for the reſt, ler us endeavour to hope and think ; 
fpeak the beſt of -one another, in all our differences, 
-_ on forbearance, charity and a condeſcending beneye 
ce, , 
IL I come now at length t6 conſider the expediency 
of harmony and union, eſpecially among the congregational 
churches in New-England. And, PX, 
**x.” The firſt argument may be taken from the impor- 
tance "of the canſe 1n itſelf conſidered, its purity, its friend 
aſpe& on the public religious liberty, and its utility to. 
ſtate.” I am perſuaded from a very thorough Sy [ 
and ſearch, thar there | no body of churches in the pro 
teſfant world more nearly recovered to the ſimplicity and 
Lens £4 the apoſtolic age. - We need indeed ſome furth 
purifications and amendments ; which will doubtleſs 
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#* « [ have no opinion of ag;exatted uniformity io reſigious adlint» 
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lace in. proceſs of time on free inquiry and univerſal {i 
| 94h to the prevailing of which . it is. already impoſſible 
fo. 


- 
- 


put a [lop. But in general our churches appear to me 
m7 on the ſame footing. with the primitive, chur- 


to 
ches, as left by the apoſtles, who doubilefs left them come 


ely .ioſlituted. loſt other. protcflant churches are 
nder embarraſſments from which. we are free. If there 
-more liberty for free” inquiry -at preſent in ſome of 
em, it docs not flow from the nature of their policy, but 
m the laudable moderation of their clergy, or otherleſs 
norable motives— Andbefides, the avenues to this liberty 
Ire embarraſſed with diſhonorable compliances and ſub» 
millions. Any emburraſſments in our churches. procede 
ot from the nature of their policy, but from the Fig of 
the times, which mul and will altec. If there be any true 
ray of worſhipping the deity, the ſupreme Lord of nature, 
may be in our manner :, even, deiſts muſt_conteſs that 
ur way-Js or, may be. natural and rational. And bein 
ofſelſed of the precious jewel of religious liberty. .a jewe: 
ineftmable worth, ler-us prize it highly, and eflcem.1t 
F too dear tobe parted with on any terms; _Jeſt- we be 
again entangled with that yoke of bondage *. which our 
Kerr could nof,. would not; and God grant we, may 
er ſubmit 10 bear, 1 he. leſſer diflerences among/our- 
elves, which will at times unavoidably ſpring. up. in this 
imperfe& militant flate, ,and afford a temporary diſlurbance 
to the beſt conſtituted, churches, will again ſubſide, nd 
fir ly terminate in dehning the Jimits of power; = 19 
more accurately aſcertaining the. terms .of communion and 
NT be oolence | Providence ; has planted /the, bri- 
| America with a varicty of ſefts, which will unayoidably 
me, 4. mutual .balance upon one. another.  , Their 
zpofary colliſions, like the aG&ion_ of, acids and alcalies 
tter a ſhort ebullition, will ſubſide 3n barmony and union, 
4 bot by the deſtruction of enher, bur in the friezu,y cob. 
"1 6 Ho biration 
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bituion 1 of all. An antecedent fermentarion may rake 
na gl it has done.jn the iloſophic, world, but generous 
mqpiry and liberal dif; quiſigon will iſſae+all jo. this. - Re- 
{plendent, and ail-orenaiing TRUTH, will: tecminate- 2 
whole'jn univerſal harmony. All ſurcepritious efforts bes 
attempts. on the public liberty will unavoidably excite. the 
public yigulance of the: ſedts, till the rerms of general com- 
muniop. be defiacd, and; honorably adjuſted. - The notion 
of ereting the liry of either 68 into univerfal do- 
minion-to the defiradtion of the reſt, 1s but-an airy. vifion 
+may ſerve to inflame 2. tempory, enthuliafm—but,; 
never ſuccede—all the p neeſent ſe&s/ will ſubſitt &) = 
into a reſpeQavle. Lodies continuing theie Sinn 
for a long ume. yet.;tocome .in full .life,and vi 
deed, mutual oppretion, will more and. more {bl 
ther. mutual bnlanc&of another,,..;Union;may ſu 

on theſe dilate epaliingy paly: ot on, the Cay 
public, ſentiment, which can again effected in the chrif. 
_tan, world only. by; the, gentle, ws) almighty power, of 
troth; , . It has Oi effefted in.paſt ages, but can never wn 
clieed, again an the former meaſures —fo great, an'a 
tion is ole 4 mony mankind by ſcience + letters,; -* 
lets. cannot deltroy, one. another :. all attempts . this. way 
will be. fraitleſs—they may. affet a tempory diſturbance,; 
ot Fogg produce a,difſplution—each one ſubſerves-the: 
*uito of all, | "The- advantages. taken, by-pny. 
ur: -qyer. the. ſecurity and indolence, or.inreſting (4 
of another, will ſoon.cao! awaken. its. ſenſbily or modes 
ration, and excite.the! ſpirit; of. Cf deferige=and, for for 
the whole. Such i is 'haman-pature, eſpecially, enlightened 
with the pure light,of revelation . and (cieqces.,, | Nothing: 
: will content us but aQual experiment—this, expe- 
riment with ,made in! ane century,-and then, perhaps we 
or fatisf ed, * But to retire. from this <> 10n,; t «1 
order to perceive what particular ſet is moſt friendly 
to (- public iberty, IS only take 2 ſurvey of the 
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g2 The .Chriſtzan, Unor. 
'} AMOR 3 OOREYTUIYRSD. WALLY 


reſigious eſtabliſhments in-the ſeveral britiſh x rovinces 0 

this contlhent; '* THat civil efttbliſhmitnt is friendly'ts 
berty, "which 'etlier veſts all TeQs with equal immunities, 
or fecures" each "ſe from" being obliged 'dire ly or indi 
reftly to contribure t& the public ſupport of others belides 
themſelves. "Where! feds are tqually eſtabliſhed there 
is properly tio t>le#at95r;/ olf partaking it the beriefit of the 
eſtabliſhment. ” Whete'one fect is inveſted with power 'ts 


enforce taxes on themſelves for the ſupport of ther dergy, 
and alf orhers exempted from Tuch tax; there is a tne and 
&r toletation, bur 'perfeftly eafy? a8Toch Viſſtnters art 
xempted from'nfvilterial taxcs. ” Where®the"eſtabhſhed 
eleroy ire ſtpporred by # branch. of provincial revehves 
js arnd"Jifſenrers are not" exempted from” cons 
yring, and yer ſhare no partof {yeh appropriation ſuch 
difenters are folefared inthe loweſt ſenile,” viz. 6h condi? 
fon of "their payment to the eſtabliſhed* clergy. '” And" it 
ma "(Oo happen Tap the ſame ſes may be eſtabliſhed, or 
MEG different” provinces.” "So a "ſcots" prevbyteriati 


c ht” pro 
ps" a" Uiſſencer"in'Erighatd, and "an "epiſcopalian a diſſeriter 
#1 Seothind” Let vs how take” a vew of the provincal 
” (Shim Tn Nova” SeoHin'"it is epiſcopacy, tho” the 
ic believe it tobe equal "es liberty.” In News 
in f/bire, Memthuſeits ind Conneficiut; made tinder the 
infinence of congregationalifts; it is congrepationaliſm—< 
alf other ſes are exempred from"taxes for the ſixpport 
& the congregational "clergy: © The mitiiſteriaP taxes "6F 
(no /of eh preg at law=—this is 'the' principal 4d: 
T pe vey enjoy aboy& the Uiſſenters'im thoſe ptovirices: 
Ir” RhoM#17a##" it is eniverfal equal proteſtant liberty, ri5 
ſet bei "enibled to enforce” their miniſterial contro@ts 
at'hw.” In Merbebth] wv 74 is "eſtabliſhed for "the 
four firſt counties, where all diſſenters, miniſters and peos 
ple are obliged to "pay to the eftabliſhed"clergy,” excep 
ſo far'as the Durch cturehes/in virtue'of an ofigina}' (po 
Ition pained” an? exemption and eſtabliſhment. ' For" the 
Gf MY. 14#4#3 « 6.£o YiuO WEIRLS ASI oo oO other 
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cect, counties of, that, province / it ig - univerfſal.liberry.; 
Tc. rg;igious eſtablihment,ot che Ferfrei and) Penſyloas! 
244. is univerſal. hberty,.as* in. Rhode-t/fand.5 1 In Marys 
lant ans Varginia {it 18. 6þ1/copicy, with appropriations''of 
large reyeaues from tgbacee forthe eſtabliſhed clergy only, 

And tha" a, vecy conlderable part of:4hole two provinces, 

accoriling two,Dr. Douglals,and, ochers,, ate:presbyteriary.and 

other, ailkgnters,  who,coptribute proporitionably 'to this ec-/ 
cletiaitical, revenue, yet. they:arc ,not-alowed-to-ſhare-the* 
lealt part of | its appropriations, As to-the :threefourthern/ 
provinces, their, climaie pat ſuiting- europeatx confliturions, 1 
they will, not figure as tanumbery for -perhaps-yet-a tentu-* 
ry. or more, untill. the preſent race is-hardned-and get the! 
better/ of a, noxious, region... | Epiſcopacy however is / in 
efte& their eſtabliſk@ment, or. perhaps. will be-id time: But” 
with this only difference at, preſevt, that the-epiſcopalians' 
In South Carolina have gained of che-Jegillatare.an' appro-' 
priation of certain duties0n, leather and-kins.; + Excepting! 
their proportion in this, the other-proteliant ſefts are nor! 
yet obliged to contribute.to the ſupport' ab; the-epiſcopa®\ 


clergy. in. thoſe three provinces.” ou; 419% 
. From. this view 'it appears, that. in virttie of the religious! 
eſtabliſhment in the three provinces of Penſylvania,: thes 
Tcrſeys,and Rhode-I{land, ahere are-no-dillenters; but” all 
enjoy the, ſame common qmmunities ; Excepring that ſome” 
few Dutch and perhaps. gther. churches: in the Jerſics; are” 
created. bodies corporate by.patents obtained-from the- go-"1 
vernors.., But the happy policy. of eſtabliſhing one ſect 
wichouc infringing che Jeffential rights of others is peculiar” 
9 the three New England provinces, -where -congregati«- 
onaliſm is the eſtabliſhment, *,with reſpe&t to two of which - 
it is. ſaid. to be confirmed by the royal: aſſent. |; Now tho? | 
qur churghes and congregations are endowed” withparochial-/ 
ly the epilcopalian, are Frey pred from parochial ry 
+ 2 'e 
" CouctrGaTriIONALISTS arc not Diss ENTERS in New England, 
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i'Omaniries, et all ngt'gf our denomination; and- particu- ' 
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100, The Chriſtan Unon, 
the eſtabliſhed elergy—for what is colleQed of epiſcopali- 
ans. in paro: ala Frovoes is paid to the epiſcopal incums 
bent—a favor which our numerous brethren the difſenters 
at honie have never gained.” Nor'is any ſuch favor grant- 
&d.to ou” brethren the presbyterians in' Maryland and Vir- 
_ ginia, whoſe religious eſtabliſhment was made under epif- 
copal influence. But where we have power we grant li- 
-. ſo a-undantly,. that even in thoſe parts of New 
England where congregationaliſm is the legal eſtabhiſhment, 
ouher {eds fearcely know that they are tolerated difſen» 
ters, ſo happy and mild in our dominion. When by the 
cſtabliſhmenr all the members of a community are by law. 
obliged to;comribute to the ſupport of - the clergy of one 
ſe&; whether in parochial raxes or appropriated revenues, 
all che orher ſes ſuffer in their-ellet al liberties, When 
every ſe&'iz free of one another, or ionably ſhare 
the: public revenues and' offices, their eſſential liberties are 
intire. - egatioraliſm being' endowed' with parochial 
over its own-members only, does not in the Jea(t 
mterfere with 'the exfential hberties' of the other {eAs, 
And further it isto be obſerved, that the peculiar reners' of 
any religious proteſtant ſe& is not-made a religious reſt; of 
holdipg givilor- military offices-in Penſylvania, the Jerfies 

8nd:New England. - | 
Henee-it appears, 'that congregationaliſm is friendly, I 
will not ſay more fo, but as friendly as any other ſe& ta 
the- public liberty civil and'religious ; and does not in the 
Jeaſt interfere with the liberty and &ffential rights of other 
ſets, And beſides, our peculiar forms do not prevent gur 
diſtinguiſhed loyalry-1o our ſovereign—for we may boldly 
ſay: his: .majeſty has not a body T: more loyal and we 
affefted ſubjes in his dominios/' All the New England: 
{Qs are loyal ; bur the principles of loyalty to the illu{tri- 
ous houſe of Hanover are inculcated' on nee mon 
htul- 


the congregational clergy with peculiar' fmcerity, fau 
ee cotary; S LA f 


C 


Again, 


The Gbriſttan Unions 


Again, our churches are well calculat d for the good-of, 
4 clirifiian flare. There are two ends "if chur 4 
ſtare, inſtruQion in cbriſtianit , and the. public Te! of 
ov hoon * Both theſe, and clppally he former, are. as 
w 


. performed in New England as in any part. of the 
proteſtant world. And pra | 2 body of, our, 


aps the numerous 
denoimination may be juſtly diſtinguiſhed for the popular ac- 
COR with the lacred writings, & knowledge both of 
the hiſtories and great dofrines ge 8 tl ar cle 
are not expenſive, nor are our people burdened with 
tenths, nor have we intrigyedthe eccleſiaſtical appropriation 
of enormous impoveriſhing revenues. The landed eflare 
in England is computed at 20 millions. per annum z of 
which 14 millions per annum were dependent, on. the 
clergy at the reformation,, Ih the time of Louis XIV. the 
eccleſiaſtical revenues of France were 26 millions ſterling, 
when at the ſame time the. civil. revenue did. not exceed 
1'3 miſſions. "The lefs expenſive the clergy, if a, people be 
well inſtruged and the publick offices of religion Eichfully 
and decently performed, the-berrer for a ſlate, becauſe the 
richer the people : and it is eaſier to raiſe, a ſum for pub» 
he exigencies on an opulent people, than on an opulent 
hierarchy. Beſides, eccichaſtical opulence gives therclergy 
a weight, which is apt to affe&t & 

It gives me peculiar pleaſure that notwithſtanding thein, 
many. imperfeQions, our churches afford ſuch aw-agreeabla 
review with reſpe& to purity, Gherty, and utility. Far tbe 
firſt, we are nearly recovered tothe purity, of, the, primitive 
apoſtoſie churches —for the ſecond, we opprels. no. othes 


e&—for the laſt, the, popular. knowledge of revelations 


. 


the deeency and ſolemnity;of our: public, offices, ok. religjows 


witneſs for us. And our, im 


en our preſent polity, We have. reaſon to vlels God, chat 


rnd and Ipirited the; reformation, Bur to. me, 1tiaps. 
pears, that he has reſerved.the, hangr of, a moſt purified, 
reformation 


e_ civil adminiſtration. ; * 


perfe&tions:admit amendment 
en the;charch was intirely corrnpred. in, the papacy, be 


=. ee ond. Mind te. 
*C_ 0 
4 , + "Dy "I 
53 ww 4 


Wot 


and lay 


. . were but x3oco 


The” Chiiftlai Union: 


reformation for our churches in 54>. *England. Ws is 
bo Ah xn important that this vihe, Wwhic Gone th planted 
hry hand in this ainerican wildern-l3, dad be 
cultivat into confirmed matoricy, You are very. \ nſible, 
that there is a formal bee: on the chaſtity and order of 
our chiwches, which is vigilantly tg be guarded agaialt, ar 
preſent, .till'our churches grow Mmto one cemented, large, 
» defenſible body. It is incumbent a, to. watch 
guard their fancy with ' a paternal dike fidelity, 
God FR berrtſted us with 'a part to a for poltericy N 
pu nom 6 fet bs riot ſupinely deſert it, but a& jt well, 
e and tranſmit the purity of religion to generations 
yer anborti; * Tris evident nothing tends more to eneryate 
and mg dawn our caule, than differences and animo- 
ſaties : "nothing reds ro rengthen and form it to defenſible 
maturity Tike union and benevolence. If we haye any 
publie benevolence, any. bowels of compaſſion, any iender 
afſe&ion for pure and undefiled reli ion--by the tender 
imercies of Jehovah ! by the Jove of Jeſus !—let ue bury 
e 'our cit differences, and harmeniouſly 
unite H cirryi ing on ind Ferfeing the one ſame great and 
noble Wofke." 
: on "The ſecond argument for union may be taken To, 
ſtare of our” churches, "There is no bod 
on earth j in ſuch a rapid increaſe, and in fo flous 
fiſhing a ſtate, as the congregationaliſts of New-England,. 
TEL ent ſtate of our denomination as to numbers, for the 
yo you is neatly this—in Maſſachuſetts are aboye 309, 
os a churches—in Connefticut 170 —in, New+ 
re 43—which, with thoſe in this colony, form 3, 


102 


body pf ot: 530 churches. ln 1650 there were about 


' churches already founded, ſeveral of which were foal, 

, requiring many years to fill up. In 1696 
ngregarionat churches in all N ew-England, 
And' being A.'D, 1760 increaſed to. 530, the, proportion. 
of _ once in*79' years, * A. D. 1643 there had” 


arrived 


Ther Cuaſtran Union. = 193 
arrived. in 298 tranſports, about 4200 planters. with thei 


Lanyles,” making'about 2 1,200 people for all New-Eng- 
tant,” - Since that time more” have,gone from us to Eu- 
rops, than have arrived From thence Kiba The preſeng 
Inhabicants, therefore 'of Than Ear are ju vt 


abirafrs, therefore of, Nev ſtly to be 
eftimared a natural} increafe by the bleſſing of, heaven , on 
the firſt £1,000 that arrived by the year 1643, * I 
In new fetled countries the tranſplanted colonies, by aft 
eſtabliſhed law of nature, in 5 good climate, do increale to 
a certam patrial maturity, when they begin to decline. 
At, the beginning 'of this increaſe the period. of doublin; 
13 wt ſhorr, mh, the augmentation rapid—afterward the 
period of doubling is extended till it gradually ceaſes, and 
1s ſucceeded with x diminution, flow at” firſt, but- rapid at 
laſt. The period of patriabmatirily, as well as of patrial 
doubligg doubtleſs in ſome. meaſure correſponds to, the 
nature 0 "the climate ;—the former in our climite 'may 
have been, about 1080 or, 4290; years; .the latter 20 or 
25 years. | The period af rapid patrial doubling in 25 
ears may reach its akmae in 1K ibird of the term 1 | 
ki thi final Akme of increaſe. © The ratio of patrial 
doubling, continues equable for. 3 or 490 years, when in 
" 11s W)- wo 1, 9 T3601] Tz 
conſequence of another , law 6f nature, 'this ratio begins 
at ohce {.be greatly extended. - Poſterity 
accurately aſcettain hor things. If we 
we ,may perhaps be inc of 
waturity about 800 or 1090 years, perhaps-more than leſs. 
It is probable that the. colonies tranſplanted from Shinar 


into 


k into hiff 


The fame obſervation may hold of the Tyrian colonies. 


%' 
# 2 


tives, | om Troy pcopled Iraly at this period, 
trojan” exiles, Who were tranſpotted ini TVen fra 
arrived into Italy, according to Livy about 430 hue 8 

ore 


; +44 {4 : f » 4 w. ® hk 4 C 
C args Rather more certainly we know. that the f FA 
e ew. 


tips, 


**Sjon's Saviour in N. E. p. 3t. 


requi- 
afone can more 
ined to judge the period;of ell | 


ypt—and from Egypt afterwards into Greece, came. 
to the ny of their politeſt ages about this period. . 
er 
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104 The Cliiſlian Un. 

fore fore theſe age of Roe And it is -obable the 
their akme of natural increaſe | fFore.U. C. 

659, 650, a, nia about Ltoo years after their firſt plan» 
But moſt certainly of all, we know 

that ch nal (Buls, which ſprang from- Jacos's loins, when 
tranſplanted i into E ypr and multiplied in about, 21.5 
years 10. ES eolible men of 20 years and upwards, 

Exch of the levites : which, conſidering the young meg 
under /20 years, may imply above 3 million ſouls, an, 1n- 
creaſe. on 79 fouls only in 215 years. It is true, this 


ic cenſus was made above a year after the exodus, 
t we are given to underſtand that there was no increaſe 


by the wildernels. This is .an unparralleled increaſe ! 
.the Perjod of doubling being about -14 years, 


* Joſeph was 1.7 years « old when ky was fold jig! 7 
Hoang oat his advatcement - 8 Year after 

bat with his family ; : a fler which orph 2h 
mY years a 


4 ed at the age of 110. Iſrael came out 
of Ep after oleph's death, and 215 after 

_ TJacok ST 

your rs. he Ws 


o Egypt. . Moſes was born 6 As 64 
pn ſpent 40 years at Pharaoh, 's 
years in exile in Midian ; and at his returp 
miſt wor rok, od Ifraet increaſed in 40 years from about 
400,000 16 about 3 millions. Upon the Fiew of the 
hoſts of Tſrael after his return. from exile, «my fathers 
* went down into Egypt with three ſcore apd ten. perſons; 
« and now-the Lord thy God hath made thee as the, ſtars 
« of heaven for, multitade® All the-ſouls that came out 
'of Jacob's Joins, excluſive of his ſon's wives, were. 70 at 
bis arfival and ſettlement . in Egypt. If. the period. of 
doubli 2. continued Ton during the whole- erm of 215 
yes Sane iogreole wy, be thus I 


F S& 


Soul 


The Chriſtian Union. 


ou's Ceſcended of Jacob — 70 —— 2t his ſertling in Egypt 
140 — 14 years —period of doubling, 


= Pt: y. Jacob's Death. 


$60 —. 42 
| 4,120 — $6 
| ow 3472: Joſeph's Death. 
$,960— 98 | 


17 920—112 
25.849— 1206 
11,080—140 
143.3900—154 
985,720 — 168 
$73-449—182 
1.149.880 — 190 
2 .293,759—210 
4 567,549 —222 


-135. Moſes born. 


— 175. Moſes exiled in Mi- 
(dian. 


—215. Exodus. at about 3 
( Million, 


Tf we affame the period of doubling 1 4 years.and 4 months,, 


the 15th revolution . world termiyrate at 215 years,; but 
the-number of foals at the” 15th doubling would be too 
ſmall for 600,000 fenlible men. So that 14 years 18 
more- probably the meaty, term. 1. fay.the mcan term or 
period ;. for 1 ſuppole the; periods of doubling themlelves 
varied, being longer at firſt. and ſhorter at laſt.* -. And-1 
we-conſider that the fenfible men were not reckoned from 
16 at and. upwards, but from ; 20,zr. the toral at the 
Exodus- muſt be above-three million of fouls ; which wil 


»O ſhor:en 


* The rapidity-and greatneſs of the Hebrew increaſe in 215 years.ren- 
ders nor altogether incredible what is related of the ** }le of Pines” 
in an account publiſhed in London, A. D. 1658. which, like many 
accidental! diſcoveries, from jncregulity aod contempt, palled into 
nege& and oblivion, Io this account it was. ſaid +* that certain 
«+ Engliſh perſons —iti the days of Q. Elizabeth making a voy:ge 
* 10 the Ealt-India, were F away and wrecked upon the iſſand near 
** the coalt of Terra Auſtralis Incognita, and all drowned, excepting 
w' one man and four women, whereof one was 4 negro. And now 
& Jarely, A..D. 1667, a Dutch ſhip driven by foul-weather there by 
*"chanc?, have fouad their poſterity (ſpeaking good engliſh) to a- 
"mount to ten or twelve thouſand perſons, as they ſuppoſe.” Q. 
Flizibeth was crowned A, D. 1558, wh-t: the period of this 7k 

ores 


\ 


105 


Pl 
w- 
by , 
IN 
- nz 


hed. 4 


wn. - 
5X A TAS. EET Y 
p PILES -< AN 51"; - DEE 


A 

Pe 
> Be 
4 - 


34 M ITD * "1 % 

- - wh \ » {Xx %a 

x LO 1 4 > ad 7 » « 74s 
a5 wo 


_. MP; +», 
1 Oe; L 
OS ak 
SS CG eos ©. Aer, (24 


BEE 


re z { Cv (- W- 3 / 
4 ab £ a <> _ 
« TA dg p- CAS ab 


199; ©, The. Ghraſtzan | Glmnon. 
ſhorten the mean period of  deubling .to 4.3. years... Hal 


this rapid increaſe continued 40: years longer, 20 millions 
of” ſouls might have- cntered *Canaan. Infinite wiſdom 
however ſaw fit to take *occafron trom the fins of the wil- 
derne(s, to put a ſtop, to 1t, perhaps at the time they 
had arrived” at -the akme of, rapid doubling : fo that 
but about the number of the Exodus entered on the pob- 
ſeſſion of the promiſed hand=three million of people pe- 
riſhing m'the. wilderneſs. A flagrant inſtance this of the 
pe chaſtiſement of rhe Moſt High !—which, with the 
atal effe&ts of the ſubſequent diſſeguors among the choſen 
people of God, ought torinfluence vs to public virtue and 
union. 
 Ifrael nor increafing in the wilderneſs for 40 years, 
about. the ſame number entered Canaan that went out of 
Epypt. About 430 years after the entrance iato Canaan, 
Joab by*order of David numbered the people. And tho” 
the amount 'of the cenſus which ye returned and reported 
So David was but 1,300,000 fenfible men, 809,000 for 
A acl z2nd500,000 for Judah: yet the true amount was 
= forthe former 1,100,000, for. the latter 470,000. Burt 
- even in this account the tribes of Berjamin and Leyi were 
| not 
— creaſe covld be bot, 109years by A.D.1667,and probably not ſo much. 
This implies their period of doubling 13 years, whichwe have ſcen is 
- pollible in the Hebrew poſterity. One man and four women may be 
equal to four families for the baſis of increafe. The Arabian females are 
ſaid to have children at 8 Xt. The ra- 
: F amiies—4— Years tio of increaſe which will augment them, 


46— 13 from the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
\ nn ns  Tign to A. D. 1667, to 2000 families, 
3 will. augment them by A. D. 1760,. to 


64— 39 above 500,000 families, or two millions 
; . 128—. 52 - and an half of ſouls, the poſterity of five 
4 G12 78, BY one quarter of this number, would 
L | be a great diſcovery, "There are many 
_. 1024-—+9T * ;afons 16 belicye there is a ſouthern 

1; 2943 —19g continent...” * | 
2009Pammics imply 10,c00 Souls,” * * 
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not included. The' total of Joab's cenſus of fencible men 
of 20 wt. "and npwards being 1,570,000, * 1mplics 
7,850,000 fouls excſnfive of Beujamin and Levi; Theo! 
the memorable barbarity ' of the Berjamites coft them the 
Jols'of 25,100 men, and almoſt the extjn&tion © of the 
tribe ; yet we find chat'in about 60 years after David they 
had recovered and increafed ro 280, 000 fightin men, im- 
plying 1,405,000 ſouls for that tribe ; which if not recks 
oned by Joab may augment the above numbers tg 9,250, 
000 fouls. "The males of the tribe of Levi were 22,000 
at the- exodus, ' and fo the whole tribe about 40,000 (the 
males of 3o zt. were 38,000 in' David's time)—which if 
negated with the: common national increaſe, and added 
to the preceding numbers, may give 9 millions and an hal 
for the totz] of fouls of the Hebrews about the times 0 
David and Solomon. And perhaps they neyer exceded 
this. Though their numbers might contipue,.much the 
fame ull beyond Jehofaphar's rimes, and eſpecially during 
Solomon's reign when the nation was at its ſummit, 0 
glory, both tor numbers, riches, policy and union ; yetÞ 
1s probable they had reached-the akme or height of patria 
increafe even before David. Hence we ſee that they 
donMled' nor twice afrer_ the exodus ; and rhar the period 
of doubling was extended from 14 to 2 or 3069. years, 
The feven nations of Palwftine were faid ro be ** greater 
and mitthtier” than Ifrael on their arrival 'thither. They 
O 2 _ © were 
® In the year 1593, Queen Elizabeth cauſed to be made a (review of 
al} the mica in England capable of bearing arms, when- they were 
fund to amount to 1; 172,000 men according t6 Raleigh.. See 
Hume's Hiſt, of Brir.'Vol. E p, t19. According to Dr. Bracken+ 
bridge, it ſhould ſecmithat the+1toral of inhabitants in England for 
the middle of the preſcat century,does not exceed BLVE MILLIONS 
AND. AN HALF, 2nd thoſe of Scotland and Ireland TWO MILLI- 
ONS AND AN HALF. S$o the tora! of inhabitants inthe iflagd of 
Great Britaia and Ireland «mount to Ercur Mittroxs, He efh- 
mates the roral of Rragces aty Pour TEAwoMniiiovs Accurate 


. fearches' ſhew chat former general cſtimates haye been greatly toda 
large, 
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were ſo-n1merous and powerful as to ſubjugate 1iracl 49 

years, ſo long after their entrance into Canaan as the times 

of Sampſon, But tho? the Philiflines might be 3 millioa 
» At firſt, yet by exile and conqueſt they were ſo diminiſhed, 
that when ©. Solomon numbered all the flcangers that were 
« 10 the land of Ifrael—they were found 153,600” 
only ; which howeycr implies three quarters of a million 
of ſouls cyen in his time. | Yet theſe with the children of 
Ifrael to. the total amount of . 10, million | of fouls were 
ſubliſted.in affluence upon a; territory, according to Dr. 
Pococke,nor larger than;the three governments of Ma//a- 
chuſetts, Connetticut and Khode-1/land. 

In more things than one, that of , exile, our New Eng- 
land churckes may reſemble God's anticor, choſen people. 
T apprehend God has great things in deſign. for. this. vine 
which his _irrefilt2ble arm has planted : and that be pur- 
poſes to make of us a great people and-a. pure and glorious 
church. | To be ſure he has already wonderfully bleſſed 
F the emigration of our fore-fathers into this. wildernels, 

and cauſed jt ro multiply abundantly. The Spaniſh and 
French emigrations into America, for a. well, known rea- 
fon, do not much increaſe upon! the firſt {erttlers, perhaps 
diminiſht+:;—the eſtimared rotal of the Spaniards in South 
America, according to Don Ullas, not exceeding ſome of 
the britiſh provinces. "The Dutch in Batavia have, it is 
ſd,, from {mall beginniogs increaſed to two millions :— 
unhappy for them and their happily reformed churches, 
if heaven ſhould take occaſion from their late public pery 
fidy ro blaſt their poſterity, and ſer them forth a public 
example_in, conjunction with. antient Iſrael for our ad- 
monition. Happy for us if the admonitions of providence 
in antient and modern example, ſhould fecurc our” at- 


tachment and publick obedience to Jehovah 


New England has advanced. 120 years in _ increaſe, 
the 4erm of . doubling being +29, or according to Dr. 
| | od | FaAntELIN 
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FzaNKLIN- 25 years. * (As'this is much{lower” thay the 
increaſe of; 1fracl, the period! of rpid "increaſe;/as diſtins 
guiſhed trom the. ultjmate period of patrial increaſe; 'm 
b2 tonger-1n-the proportion of 14 to'25, of a'racio formed 
of thele -numoers. - If \{rael reached the firſt in 215 
years, we may reach it'in 284 ; of which, as'T ſaid, 120 
are already. elapſed. | Aboye 160 years of rapid increaſts 
| yet 
® This 1s verih<1 by reference to the cenſus for the colony of Rhode- 
Ifl.od, by the King's order in 1530 and _R 
Cenſus for 1730 . - 
Duto tor 1755 . 
Dedutt for 5 Cowns 
annexc<d lince 19 30 


+ - 


33" 
15,302 Whites, ry 
35939 I, 1 | 
4.919% 31,029 Ditto, 


31.929. / 15,727 Jocreaſe in. 25 Years, 
According to the reverend and ipgegious Mr Ca/l-nger ( Hyt. Diſcourſe 


þ.,9/) ** there were fewer than 200 faiwilies in the whole colooy, | 


*:; abour the yerr 1658. 
The increaſe of the maritime towns/i8 not equabts what 'of thetinland 
ones, Tho the prod of :doubling for the, whole coluny/13) 25ycars, 
now that the maritime towns make fo great a proportion of theats 
haviants, yet the period js different for diffcreot parts of the colony. 
While -on'the {ca coalt ir is'above 25 years, yer withio land it is 20 
and t5. The five towns of Glouceſter, Situate, Coventry, Wett- 
Greenwich aod Excter werer 5033 A. D. 1748; and 6986, 4. D. 


1755, which implics a period. of doublicg 15 years only. And the. 


two inlaid counties of Providence and Kent,. double. :o0n a mcan in 
20 years. And this 1 believe is the full period for the inland towns 
of New England in general 3 which might be aſcertained by calcala- 
tio1s on their cerſas 1n-1730 and 1755. The Ratio of increaſe for 
different, parts of this colooy thus appears _ | 


A.D.1730. A.D-1755. Per. doubling. 
Iſind of Rhode 1iland, 4436 7372 35: years 
Portſmouth alone, Qq3 1172 28 years 
' C®- King's-County, 4460 9250 27 years 
C2 Kent. » 2877 5290 20 years 
C® + Providence, ©3843 9820 218 | years 
10,480 24,100 29 years 


Hence the mean period of doubling is -20/years for that part of the 
Colony, which lics on the welt fide of the Narragantztt+Bay. 
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yet remain, by: which time thro” che bleſſing of heaven 
we may become many Millions. After this we may con- 
tinue to increaſe in extended periods of doubling tor y or 
800 years, till we ſhall have :reached the Suminix of the 
patrial increaſe in 11 or: 1200-years from the firlt fertle- 
t of | America: which, as it may have then advanced 
us. into the millennial times,” preceding examples of the 
riſe and decline of empire may not be further applicable. 
And here I cannot but remark that the maxim holds good 
of communines as of individuals «© quo ſemel eft imbura 
recens fſervabit odorem—teſta diu”” — that they receive 
their turn, their genius; their manners, their political con- - 
ſtiturion, very much from their infant education, the: dif- 
cipline and - maxims infuſed in the infancy of the ſtare : 
which ught therefore to be carefully attended ro, This 
is & as true of public bodies of Mankind that grow 
bp faſt and in ſuch quick ſucceſſions, as not eaſily to per- - 
mit the ingrafting'of capitally new cuſtoms. "The Greeks, 
Carthaginians and Romans retained the manners of Egypt, 
Tyre and Troy : and Ifrael retained the religion and polity 
which they received in Egypt and the wilderneſs. But 
to return, | 
In order to: form an idea of - the future growth of New 
England, it will be neceſſary to; take-a retroſpe& on the 
paſt. For the firſt 15 years from AD 1628 to 1643— 
** the number of ſhips that tranſported paſſengers in this 
ſpace of: ime- is computedat-29g8 —« Men, women and 
children: paſſing over this wide ocean 'as near as at preſent 
can be gathered; is alfo ſuppoſed to be 21,200 or there- 
abouts.” * From thence to the beginning of the preſent 
century, there came not ſo many from Europe as returned. 
Indeed at the reſtoration, ow the <jefion of 2000 miniſters 
at the memorable black Bartholomew A. D. 1662, ſome 
few families with 14 miniſters repaired hicher ; vot enough 
EP however 
* Wonder-working Providence of Sioa's Sayior in N. E. p. 31+ 
Loadoa Edit, A. D. 1658. 
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however. to balance the returns from hence. It'was coms 
puted in the; year 1670 that of 94 miniſters which came 
over; 34 were then . living, 26 bad died in the country, 
and 27, returned to europe. And in this term went back 
many. others, ' beſiies miniſters. "The - principal foreign 
augmentation fince was by. a body of proteſtanrs from the 
north,” of. Ireland; about; AD 1720 and onwards. This 
might be-an acceflion of fo few Families. * Its to be re» 
membered. that part of the firſt planters ſettled on Long 
| 1{layd,, and.thar conſiderable numbert/fince 4731 have re- 

moved out of. New England to the confines of New York : 
a number of families alſo removed into New Jerſey about 
AD 1695. .So that on the whole the, amount of the 


I1T 


public cenſus A D 1755, taken by order from the lords . 


commiſſioners for trade and plantations, may be eſtimated 
not to exeede the natural increaſe of the original planters 
in the reign of . Charles the. firft. 

. Dr. Cotton Mather ſays, that A D 1696, in all New 
England were 100,000 Souls; It is faid chere'were A' D 
1691, about 16,000. militia» which may imply 100,000 
according, to/ the implication. of- a hke account by governor 
Shute; who A D 1722 reported. to the- board of tradej 
that in the province. of the Maſſachuſetts were 94,000 
people, whereof 15,000 were inthe training liſt. The 
alarum liſt,, containing the tencible men, may /be. efti- 
mated. at a third more. A; D. 1708, Mr. 'Thomas Brat 
tle eſtimated for all New-England 1 00. or; 120,000 fouls, 
and 20 or 25,000 fighting men. In 1735 the-provincial 
valuation for Maſſachuſetts was 35,427. polls, whites of 
16 #t. and upwards. In1742' the valuation: of whites 
was. 41,009 polls. The ſame year the rateable polls of 
the province of New-Hampſhire were 6000. In the cen- 


ſus of 1755,thecolony of ConneQicur amounted to 1 33,900 
| :93 ouls, 


* Dr. Fraxttix ſays, © in faft there has not gone from Britain to, 


*our colonies theſe 20. years paſt 19 {ritle there, lo Mavy a3 10 
families a year,” ns ha | 
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fouls, whites. In the cenſus of 1 740, the cenfus of the 
colony of Rhode-Tſland and Providence plantations #mount- 
ed'to 15,402 whites. The cenſus within the fame limits 
in 1755 amounted to 31,029 ; and for the whole colony, 
inclofive of the annexed towns, 235,979 fouls whites, the 
militia hemg about a ſeventh part. Not having the cenſus 
of 1755 for” Maſfachufetts and New- Hampſhire, I can 
only elttmate them. I have been told rhat- Maſſachuſetts 
then amounted to between 224 and 240,000. The pro- 
vincial numbers A. D. 1755 may have been nearly thus ; 


" Mafſichuſerts 234,000 
Cenneticurt 133.020 
Rhode-1{land 35.939 
New-Hampſhire 24,009 


— — ——_ 


436,939 Souls. 
Increaſe in's Years 64.970 
'; Toral of Souls in New-England 501,909 A. D. 17G: 
The omiſſion in the cenſus + 1755 of thoſe at ſea” and 
' ethers, and the increaſe on thoſe omiſſions will' more than 
balance the extraordinary Tos of the war the haſt five 
years. * "We ſhall not be miſtaken then if we affume rhe 
number of inhabitants at half a million in the year 1760. 
We now commence an #ncreaſe of 14,008 a year, which 
m'25 years will be augmented to 29, 000 a year : and'if 
EINE continues our increaſe” for 55 years, we ſhall 

ve arrived to an annual increaſe of about 56,000. 

Ir will be more difficult to eflimate rhe proportion of 
the ſets. Let it ſuffice that T eſtimate all” bur” the congre- 
Prone to their ſul} amount,” "There may be abour 70 
ouls of Jews in all New-England, and as on att 


® At the end of the campaign 1760, it was computed that about 
21,000. had periſhed 1n, the , war on this conticent, from General 
Braddect's defeat in 1755 0 1769 inclufive.” Of which perhaps 
y000 were New Fogland proviceials, © © OP WM 
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Fromn,.the- moſt accurate,account | that: I can colle&. the 
eptſcopalians do not exceed 2100 families, or 12,600 ſouls, 
an all. New-England. There. are 27 miſſions; incluſive 
of two. itinerancics : the 27 miſſionaries, . with, three other 
mioilters, officiate in 47 churches and places of divine 
[efvice..” Six or ſeveri of theſe' congregations are large; 
and 39 that afe not equal to half of a common presbytertan 
congregation a-piece : and ſeveral that do not excede 15 
and; 29 Families each, . Not exceding in the whole 20 
common presvyterian confregations, which I eftimate ar 
85 and. 199 families, and yet at a mean they contain 149 
famitieseach, : Though we: have ſome under 50-and 60, 
yet we have/many above.209 to 250, and ſome above 209. 
From ſeveral eſtimates procured from-the friends, 1 take 
their denomination ta be. about 16,000 fouls in the-four 
governments: though L am afſured by a very: ingenious 
and obſervant friend that:this eſtimate is too Jarge, From 
like eſtimates procuced  of- the baprifts I take their-deno- 
mination 140 be about 22,000 fouls in the four govern- 
mens,” Theſe eftimates./cannot be fuppoſed -perfetly 
accurate,. but I beheve they -are nearly the truth, Be- 
fides theſe are ito be reckoned about. 16.000 reducible to 
no:claſs.' The total 2mount of 60,000: ſubducted from 
half amillion, the pteſent total of inhabitants-in New Eng- 
land, Jeaves 449,000-fonls-tor the: denomination of: -con- 

P gregationaliſti, 


® Of 175 whites in the town. of Newport that die} A. D. 1760. ot 
were [\fanzs of the year, and incluſive of theſe 51 under 2 years old. 
The toral of whites in town A. D. t755, was 5519, which might 
be'increided to aboar Good at preſent. The marittme do 'not increafe 
ſo faſt as the io1and rowns;.. | The total of death3 A. D. r760, if 
proportionate through New: England, was about. 14 590, added- to 
13,529 the increaſe of rhe: year,gives 28,000 the number of children 
born in New Englind io the year 4760 : of which about 3000 died 
withid the year, ad 25.000 ſurvived. But T am mclined «o believe 
the proportion'of deaths tobe leſs in the country, though probably 
' there were 25,000 dhldren at -lealt bora in the yeat.  Vineveh con- 

tained 320,009 lofants, | 
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recatianal;fts.” *T'his being neatly the true ftate of the 
es as'to-hiunbers for the year 1760, let us- ſee" whit 
may be their-reſpettive increaſe in 2 century from this 
time, fuppoſing” them to double” once in 25 years only. 


» 


Epiſcopa'ians. Fric n«s. Bapiilts. +.. Corgregationalitts. A.D.. 
* 12,999 7; 16.0209, 22,000 440,000 —— 1760 
- 23,209. -.32,002 |. 44,090 885,c09——1785 
© 46,499 .. 164,000 + 88,092 1,760,000-—1819 
- 02,890. 128,900 176,000... 3,520,000 1855 
185,600 256,000 352,000 7 MILLIONS —1860- 


.- Hence ir appears that without 'confidering/the angen+ 
tation of future acceſſions from Europe; cach-of the four 
principal ſe&s in\New England may: greatly increaſe anto 
| 5 and -relpcttable bodies, ever» with the moſt ſanguine 
allowances for profelicing. -. 'The natural increafe.on 7the 
preſent ſtock will in half a century give 46;490 for /the 
Epilcopalians, 64,000, for the triends; \88;c00 for »the 
bantiſts, and "one million and}, three quarters for :the-con- 
gregarionalifts. || And'in a century 485,600 for the hrfb, 
256000 for the ſecond, 352000 for the third, and ſeven 
amllions for the taft. IT ſhall not enter into the 'variations 
awhich may ariſe -on theſe numbers | in 'this | period /from 
proſetiting and thifring communions, though. we have bofh- 
yu data'\to form- pretty certain« anticipations"on {this 
| "5 EB 
he difficulty of breaking the anceſtorial religion, un- 
Jeſs the public enthuſiaſm be excired, ' appears” not only 


| From the ſmall_ impreſſion made. on, the ſes here, where 


the amount of changes may nat perhaps excede-5000 among 
all the fefts : but” alſo from” the all impreſhons/ made 
on the ſefts in Germany and other parts of the-proteſtanc 
world with regard to their getieral forts—and particularly 
on the Iriſh catholics, when the rcfult of the labors of a 


much. longer. period is {aid not to. have gained 200,000 


Scors ſ- 
wi 4 


proteſtants, excepring the north- of Ireland 
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byterians,»: Phe authors-of - the ſyſtem of. geography ſay; 
44,4419 computed that-ahout F parts in,10 arc papilts,and that 
& the ditienters are: double the memebers of the-eſtabliſhs 
ment.” 144sto be hoped chat the next capital change will 56 
to al] greater purity both-in derive and» worſhip, Our 
hoal.. dependence for the fecurity and protetion of truth 
is: 407 the irrefiftable dominion of Jeſs: Chriſt, who-will 
evemunily ſubdue all things ro himſelf. 

At; preſent the congregationaliſts have about 515 
churches. already gathered, which double in- leſs than- 29 
years; *- So that 60 years hence we-may conſiſt of 2609 
caurchesz a remarkable-increaſe, which ſome of the pre- 
ſent generation may live to.-ſee. Thie aged miniſters now 
living, have in their day ſeen 130 churches increaſe 
to.539. In a century from this time we may have 5809 
churches, even with allowances for emigrations to new 
provinces. But m order to this the jove of liberty, and a 
zeal fur pure and undehled religion muſt be diffufed and 
propagated with pnremitted fidelity and vigilance; Should 
our inteſtine difſentions-unhinge the minds of the riſing 

enerations, and diſengage or render them indifferent to 
to cauſe, it might be attended with unhappy conſequences. 
Union and diffuſive harmony are truly important, during 
this infancy of the churches, and this period of rapid 10+ 
creaſe.” The error of Balaam in the fnare he laid for 
Iſraet, effetually wrought'a confuſion, from which omnt- 
potence alone could recover them. . Letius not be-caught 
by  any_ ſimilar error. If we adhere to our principles, 
even the undefiled, the uncorrupted principles of revela- 
tion, with the utmoſt chariry and benevolence to-others, 
and without encroaching upen; or intefering with, the'pe- 
culiariries of our proreſkant brethren of the other ſes, 
if we are and continue united in faith and fellowſhip— 
providence is advancing us in a fwift progreſs to figure 
and defenſible maturity. The preſent increahing flate 

2 ; o 

# According to Dr. Douglaſs the Nomber of our Charches' A. D 

1759; was 407: Summary Hiſt. V. 1. 542, 
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of our ehurches, and the dependence of their future glory 
on harmonious -union in their increaſing infancy,” appear 
to me a'very powerful recommendation to walk together 
by the fame rules, in love and harmony, fo far as we have 
attained, and- attentively to mind the ſame thimg ; that is, 
ourſelves to reſpe&, and to teach our children to mind the 
fame great intereſt of the fame common cavſe— never ro 
deſert ir, but faithfully purſue it : rhat the public ſpirir'bs 
animated, guided and governed by the fame public princt- 

les which are our common intereſt. -Jt ought particularly 
to be inculcared upon” our” friends going from us to the 
ſettlement of new towns ' or provinces, to carry religion 
with them, to /ertle early in church order, and furnſs them- 


felves-with a miniſtry of the word and ordinances, for the 


benefit of themſelves and their children, Great encou- 
ragement ſhould 'be given to-our colleges and nurferies of 
literature; which grow more 'and more important every 
day. We ſhould often relate to our poſterity the hiflory 
of the wonderful providences of God in the tfentement of 

is country ; ns remark the growth of our churches, and 
engage them by all the honorable motives of chriſtianity 
wo ſtcadfaſtneſs in the faith once Celivered to the: fainrs; 
and in the liberty wherewith rhe goſpel has made vs free. 
Ler our children be often taught to read the (ixth, ſeventh, 
eighth, and ninth verſes of the twenty ſixth chapter of 
Deutefonomy with parallel application to the hiltory of 
our anceſtors. Let the preat errand into America never 
be fcrgotten.* Ler them be made well acuainted; among 
, other 
i*The plantation of R'ymouth colony confiſted of 306 fools a. D. 

1629); when the pridcipal draughr of ovr fathers from the mother 
__ country commenced the fettlemert of the Meofſachuferts. Ard m 


the 10 following years there were 21 churches gathered, About 
16 churches planted by the time of the firſt ſynod 1627, at which 


_ were preſent 25 miniſters. 1] have obſerred that there werec arrived 
" by A. D, 1643 about 2060 planters, befides 206 gentlemen of for- 


twne, merchants and miniſters : which have been judged to imply 
21,260 fouls, The firſt Plymouth ſertſernenr, A; Þ.' 4620, <on- 
lted of 41 plaptcrs and Lut 461 ſouls, of which 4Lere wear only 
| 1% Wires 
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other parts of ſacred hiftory,” with the hiſtory of the He- 
drew nation'; in which they” will ſee examples of public 

Hjqpch | {= »Teward 
13 wives : and I ſuppoſe in all the future acceſſions, there was 2 
large 5 ove of adventurers ſingle men without' families. The 
Ld. Treafurer's order, April 16, 1629, waz for 60 adult females; 
25 civldren and 300 mien} A. D. 1644 the militia of the Maſſa- 


_ bur a ſeventh part, imply but about 1G cog fouls > but probably the 
" niilicia bore a greater proportion, if the males exceded the females. 
The reſtoration of the ballarice of the ſexes might require that the 


. From ſeveral couputations/of this nawwre 1 have been inclined to be» 
lieve, that the ficlt 4099, planters did: not imply above 15,000 fouls 
to have-arrived by A. D. 1643 ; which were cantoned. into 34 
churches by A. D. 1645, increated to about 46 churches by AD. 
1659 —when' they contained 77 5o commuaicants, Perhaps there 
may now be 60 or 70 thouſand communicants. - There were 130 
churches A. D. 1096, of which 435 in Connecticut { there are A. D. 
1760, 539 churches, of which 170 in ConneRticut, Hence the pe- 
fiod of dubling for the churches fs 30 years ar fartheſt In 115 
years we have increaſed goochurches upon 3.4; —This is theLoxv's 


- chyſcrrs conkited of 26 bands, or. perhaps 2Go0 ſoldiers,' which if | 


firſt rx or 26 years increaſe, frould corfilt chiefly of female children. 


+ 


doings, and it is marvellous in our cyes ! Perhaps the multiplicanon .. 


of the primirive churches did not excede this/in the hirſt 130 years 
from the cruciiixion And it is to be remembered, that of the ficit 
planters two churches are not reckoned, which were ſettled on Lang- 
Jland. The numbers of the planters might be accurately aſcertained 
by having, recourſe to the | records of the firſt $5 of 40 towns.” I 

hive obſerved. that as we are above 500 charches at preſent, ſo we 
may by the bleſſing of heaven become above 1000'in 30.and 2000/10 


thoſe of the Dutch and Walloon, A. D. 1560, conlifted of 2190 
charches: to either of which we may be cqual in 69 or 70 years. 


churches iv New Rog!and—we may with pleaſure extend the 
to our brethren the presbyterian churches in the other provinces. The 
wil: and,happy jun:2o of the two ſynods of Philadelphia and New- 
York, A. D. 1758, formed a coalition of above 100 Paſtors with 
their churches under the rapid augmentation of the like nataral in- 
creaſe with 01.3, In the province of Pennſylrania, incluſive of fe 
three Delaware coantics, are 66 congregations, of which 41 © 
deiticute of Paſtors. _ Our brethren are ſtil] more numerons 10 pro* 
pgrtion ia the province of New- jerſey, and 1 thiok alſo in that of 
New-York. 


60 years. "The renowned charch of Scotland conſilts of 938 churches — * 


An4 while we arc anticipating the Growth and Multiplication of -our_ 
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-pudiic chaſlifement of providence it a very 

ſtriking li 2 the; agti Tags let our chuging | 
be warned, very carefully to avoid the two capital errors 

which prgved the ruin of the Hebrew repu'lic, and which 

will neve "fail eventually to: tubvert the beſt, conſtituted 

I CORRUP EION-in RELIGION apd - * | 
thepudlic VIRTUE ;& DISUNIONS. Theſe twothings | 
operared-with-full ſtrengtWamong'God's antiemc peo le, on 
the*revyolt of Jeroboam and intreduRtion of idolatry, upon 
which 1n.a,very little. time chere, were not found above 7 
or: 8000-Mmen out of 2bove a million who had at bored 
the #nee to'baal. * The pure religion becoming thus cor- 
rupted,”-Ifract” was ripe for thar extirpation, which was 
efſeced upon their calling inthe foreign aid of Damaſcus 
and; Aſſyria. See this in 2 Kings 17. And, before this 
the inmatiate elleft of national diflention- was the loſs.of 
AS # v1: 5130s + 34 half | 


* New: Yark. . And there is a gery conſiderable body of them in the 
#- Troniers of Maryland and Virginia, where they have alrcady a preſ- 
-” + bytery farmed, Alſo in New- York and jerſey arc two c'us of bur 
1 proveliant brethren the Dutch reformed, confilting of 20 miniſters : 
+, allo; two churches. of , French, proteſtants ; and 2. congregat innal 
., churches, ,, All theſe arc peculiarly fiſter chwrcbes, with whom. we 
7 haven .intice, harmony and fellowſhip... Dr, Douglaſs ſays, **.the 
; thee fronuer counties in Virginia of Frederic. Auguſta and Lunen» 
berg, are prodigioutly large, and generally ſettled by noh of Ireland 
/ Scars preibyterians, as is allo Lmeiia and A/bemarls comics,” Tho" 
... there arc. magy.. yacant churches, which the colleges are ſupplying 
--a-pace, yet the e774r preſbyrerics, at the union of the ſynods 1n May 
1758 coolilled of r00 mianters, There have been ſome tranſpo- 

$ lince ; bat.then they were nearly thus : 


+18 


-- fician 


5 | Preſbyteries. Miniſters, 

.. Hanover —_ I4 

Donnegall _—_— 11 

*  Lewiltown — 6 

_ New-Calſtle ——- It 

. Philadelphia _— 12 

. New-Broafaick  —— I1 

New-York —_— 22 

Suffoik — 13 


— 
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haif a million. of men, being near half ihe” kingdom-of 
lirael which fell in one day, the: greateſt battle'that hiſtory +: 
records. |. Even Judah forfook the {aw of the Lord; and =: 
within'five years attcr; the death of Solomon; the corrup= mY 


tion he introduced in! complaifance to. foreigy-wives; hal ==; 
overfpread* the empire=to far} is the ill» examplerof © 
princes,” ' Jadah 'alfo'* built them high places and. images, Re. 
and groves, on every biph bill and th. every preen trees? | 


on-which Shiſhak, with\the: Egyptian and tErmopizn army, 
penetrated even to Jeruſalem, and cartied off the::treaſtires 
oÞrhe temple and the'king's houſe, the opulence'amalſed 
by :Solomnn.. . What ine 141 attenaled *God's »people - 28 
when they turned to'ther Lord: and united vin higways? - 8 
The whole treatment of divine providence -rowards tht -2# 
people from Moſes tothis day, has been exa@tlynccording - = 
to the- 28th chapter of :Demreronomy. Andvexcepring tn 
one thing, there may be ananalogy berweenthe divine = 
treatment of this and all other ſtates, efpecially his'condutt-— 27: 
towards that kingdom wherein dwellerh righteoutneſs, 'We - {ts 
may then _ great advamage in confulring and-duly ap- : 
plying that hiſtory, whick-may be in fome mea i 

of our own; In a word; 'we have in the facred and com- 
mon tiſtories of providence afſiſtance ro-become' affured 
in' what point of view the PUBLICK VIRTUE and 
UN DEFILED RELIGION appear''to-the foverei 

mind.” If we conform ourſelves 'to theſe 'notices and'fu- 

pernal afferances, we may'depend with abſolute certainty 

on the ſmiles and defence of Jeſus our omnipprent patron. 

I have obſerved that our churches, in 2 diſtinguiſhed 
ſenſe from almoſt all the-preteſtam world; are founded on 
the bible; Ovr worthy and-yenerable anceſtors (be;their 
memories dear to poſterity)" did not like "other proteſtant 
patrons, form = ſyſtems of what they thought-and judged - 
t0'be the true ſenſe of revelation, and eftabliſh 'this-for 
the truth :—no—ir was'eno for them that the-bible was 
the infpired rule, and this they made the only rule... And 
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hence, 1f; dm examination werſhould find any (of: the! res 
ceived dottrines-or uſages among the churcnes. ditſonant 
10 the-ſacred oracles, — if we-only judge lo—it this-on 
deliberation be our opinion—we-may trecly enjoy and: pro» 
tefs our judgments, and oppoſe: ſuch doctrines: or. calioms 
by alledging from the scarTeres oxLY 5 without-appeal- 
2g 10 bumanteſts of drvinetruthor encountering the civil & 
ecelefiaſtical hoſtilities with which they have been tao ge- 
nerally enforced; And as ovr-churches werethus planted 
In very great/ purity, fo we fee-they are in a very flouriſh- 
1g late: conſidering their infancy. | 'T he computations 
with reſpeR to tlieir tutyre-growth depend, by the leave 
of - providence;-in ſome meztiire,. on the ſuppoſition that 
we have room -to extend our ſettlements. Agriculture 
and-the-rural-life are peculiarly friendly to increaſe. Ten 
thouſand families (not of an-ofd,' bm even of a: pew. race, 
which makes--a- great difference) - with means of affluent 
{ubſiſtence, dwelling together 'in a [populous herd, kept 
$ from vices but employed in handycraft indafiry;; will by 


P” .no-means-equal-the increaſe, which the ſame number--of 


\families/would afford it turned forth.and diſperſed jn- the 
- wide wor ld and employed in-agriculture ina new-climate;: 
'there.is a difference from the-employments, but'the chief 
{difference is from! change of climate, diſſipation; andy the 
mural air, » Farmers find it-neceſliry to charige their! ſeed- 
corn; and- ſhift their herds and Socks. Hilecks of':;corn 
\Planted near together yield nothalf the increaſe, as when 
Planted -atproper diſtances onthe | fame ground. The 
preſent bounds of New England (the greater part of which 
{45 yet-a wilderneſs) permit'an increaſe of ſeven_ mHlions. 
If providence ſhould complete: the -reduttion of Canada 
-and+an honorable: peace annex-it to the britſh crown; we 
- may extend "our. fettlements anto new provinees, or tothe 
weſtern part- of thoſe -provinces which. by the "charters 
- croſs the continent to the pacifie ocean. 1; With: pleaſure 
we anticipate the rapid ſettlement of aew towns: and pro- 
2. VIRCEI 
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vinces around ns, and” filling them tp with millions © of 
inhabiranrs. # We tranſport ourſelves ro theo liflance of 


(Y I 00 ycars 

* Table of 'increaſe upon half a million inhabirants in ' the four New 

England governments for the preſcot period of doubling, - By 

inſp:Aing which may be. ſeen the number of inhabitacts is New 
| England for cach year, 
A. D. 4b. 4 a9y'D:; A.D. 
1700—500,000/ 1767 —607,099/177 4—737,135 1781— 895.025 
1791—514 050!1768—624,179' 1775 —757.857] 17182-— 920.185 
1702—528.510| 1769 —641,710, 1776—779.165\1783—"9465,069 
1703=—543-370/4779—659,769; 1777 —851,070[1784— 992.655 
1704 —588:650, 1771 —678;305'1778 —$23, 599] 1785 -1:000/000 
1705 —574350[1772 -697,3701779—$46,745%;, 375.7 235955 
1700—5$90,500'1773—716,971: 1780 —$70,559},955-4 45 obs 
A draught of 4000 familics from the beginning of: this period for ear- 
gration and the ſctilement of new provinces, will pur off the incieaic 
to a/ million but three years. About 207 5 ſouls removed from beace 
to Nova Scotia io the, yeari 1760 : 4000 families will fcule $9 
townſhips with 50 f-milies a piece, which is cnough. There may 
probably remove into New Hampſhire and out of New England in 50 
years time 8 or 9000 families, eno* to fertle 160 rownlkips, or 
about double the number of new tawolhips that have been ſcruiced rhe 
Jaſt.5o years. This involving their increaſe may afford 6o or 50,000 
ſouls —which. number at the end of the period will be rep'=ced 0 
leſs than two years increaſe. The main body of the people any 
tarry debind, eſpecially as the greateſt part of our preſent pollethions 
are. uncultivated, And only the provinces of Maſſachuſerts, Con- 
nefticut and Rhode: land. will admit an increaſe to 6 or 8 millions. 
Th: athenian lacedemonian_ and other territones of Greece were not 
much affeted with the colopizatioa of Jonia and the afzatic coaſts. 
Though there was an Sw inland territory in the leſſer Alta, the 
love of their country retained the main body in Greece, where they 
accumulated to prodigious-oumbers. Our preſcat territory bids faic 
for the place, of accumulated . population for the firſt ages. One 
thing whichin 20 or 30 years time will be found to give a ſenfible 
ſhock to New emigratioas, will be the quitrents on new 
i Germans have been accultomed to them, but we hare 
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G0. Free and abſolute tenure of /ard and unburdened property, as 
, well as liberty in religion, ate neceſſary. 10. tempt. us, _ The new 
townſhips after 1.5 or 20. years ſettlement are ſcarce able tg bear a 
taxes, belides the ſupport of the miniſtry, 
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109 years forward, look oyer this wide ſpread wilderneſs, 
ſee it blofſom like the roſe, and behold it planted with 


churches 


pailding meeting houſes, &c, They wouid enerly be able to bear a 
' quiteent over and above this in many. years, A townſhip 6 miles 
pare is charged with annual rent of {.23 ſterling. A province of 
100 miles ſquare admitting 280 ſuch townlhips wilt be fettled with 
1 4.000 famalies, implying 80-000 ſouls. The quitrent on this 
province would be {6440 {terling at 20e. 2 thouſand acres, or 
£ 23 a zownſhip. The annual public ro of Cornetticut before 
the wat : arc ſaid. to have been ** { 4000 to { .5000 currency, or 
£-$oo ſterling only, when they were 4bove 1009 009 (ouls, and 
were poI.fſed of o'd and well cultivated plantations, It is for the 
intereſt of the crown,of the britiſh merchants and manufacturers that 
the common people be rich, towards the greater conſumption of 
merchandize, as well as cnlivening induſtry. The quitrent, tho” & 
ſeeming trifle, will at leaſt procraltioate the froit of colonization, and 
for a lopg time be an infupportable burden —which will be felt not 
only by the planters, but as immediately in commerce. Por the cir- 
calation. of thar caſh which pays this ſame trifling quitrent will ab- 
ſorb the moſt that the farmer - will be able ta ſpare for ſuperfluitics 
600 A reciprocation of intereſt as gore” as affe&tion to 
an and long difpiſed offspring, has doubtleſs engaged the 
mother country . in our defence. The importations from thence to 
» the continental provinces only, are already arrived to two 
millions ſterling per annum ; this is as much as the preſent numbers 
will conſume. This importation may increaſe with the inhabitants, 
if effeftyal encouragment be given to the fiſhery, to the forcign trade, 
and the ſeveral provincial ſtaples in which remittances can be made. 
From 1744 to 754 the importation doubled : from 1748 to 17958 
it more than doubled . Burt if inftead of 10 years we ſuppoſe it next 
to double only in 25 years, or with the patural edell of che bis 

ple, the amount will be 24 millions ſterling for the firſt period, (oa 
proportionably greater for the next, The profits of which to the 
britiſh rat yr and manufactorers, that is to fay, to the mother 
country; will ſoon repay to her the expences of the American war, 
even if .eſtimared at Four Millions per annum. Burdens on agricul- 
ture or the american commerce will unavoidably affeft the ns uf 
intereſt, and more than ballance the trifling revenue to the crown 
from quitrents on a few provinces, eſpecially if we conſider that a 
greater extent of rerrirory would be fertled under a free tenure 
than unger an embarraſſed one. The experiment i in New England, 

| eſpecially 
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churches and temples conſecrate to the pure worſhip of | 
the moſt High—when our preſent plain edifices for pub- 
lic worſhip ſhall be fucceded with # nobler ſpecies of 
bdutlding : not indeed with remples whoſe colonades are 
deckt with the gilt buſts of angels winged ; bur temples 
adorned with all the decent ornaments of the moſt ſublime 
and auguſt archnetare—when divinely refplendent truth 
ſhall criavmph, and our brethren of the congregatianal 
communion may form a body of S:vex Mittions ! A 
glorious and reſpettable body this, for TxuTna and Lizzr- 
TY! Well might our fathers die with pleaſure, and facri- 
fice their lives with joy to lay the foundation of ſach a 
name, of ſuch a peculiar peeple whoſe numbers fo ſoon 
increaſe like the ſand of the fea, or the ſtars of heaven, 
zad what is more, whoſe GOD is the LORD. 

Thus I have confidered the ſecond argument for union 
taken from the ſtate and circumſtances of the charches. 
I might have enlarged upon the unhappy conſequences of 
conmentions and diſanion, by ſhewing more particularly 
how they muſt, or might terminate in the utter ſubverſion 
of the congregational intereſt; which might ſhew in ano- 
ther flrong light the wiſdom of coalition and harmony. 
To ſum up this argument—if we love the cauſe; if it 

ves us pleaſure to be embarked in a caufe which has 
eſus Chriſt for its head and omnipotent patron, and which 
under him we can foreſee is riſing into knindon ; ought 
we not with ſincere affeftion to unite-and harmonrze, ſince 
this union is the baſis of its riſing into reſpeable figure ? 

32. And laſtly. I juſt 24d a laſt rexfon for union, which 

more immediately affefts every one in his individual capa- 


Q 2 city, 


eſpecially when compared with ſeveral other phone wo 
diſtiotions, appears to be: a; good precedent. tation may 
made with encouragements. but oannot ſaccefsfully 'be forced. - Free | 
polity, free religion, free property, and matrimony, will ſoon populate 
a fertile tountry in « good difhate, Theſe haye been the baſis of 
vr mcreaſe, 
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city, that it will afford a field for the exerciſe. of angelic 


ben?volence and complacency, Wecan look upon the cauſe, 
wpon.the. ſlate of the churches, with a complacency, which 
capnot be feltin ſurveying inteſline confuſion. How good & 
plealant athing is it for brethren to dwell together ip upity. 
iviag in peace and harmony tends irrefiſtably tohumanize 
and ſoften the mind+to the moſt generous and: god-like 
fcelings—delights, unknown, to {cCtarian contention. or in- 
reftine variance... It. is a very. happy. circumſtance. 19, be 
ſituated. among, a friendly; ſocial people, we arc. infenlibly 
caught of the beyevolence which union and peace diffuſes. 
[The public love and harmony will enable, us with-lerevity 
and more ſacred fatisfattion to celebrate. the offices,of piety 
aud devotion... Our religious. addrefles and joytul homage 
uiidiſturbed, unpollated with the reluftant tcelings! of va- 
nance, ſhall aſcend as incenſe boly and acceptable to; the 
Molt High, . And. in, common lite, inſtead of broken 
#riendſhips,and family alienatiqns, we ſhould become united 
brethren in the higheſt ſenſe, har monioully travelling along 
together,-and ſweerning: the-rrials of life with the animat- 
1og complacency of | ſocial virtue. | Religious conteſts. are 
apt to. ſour the-temper, which 18 greatly unhappy in aflate 
preparatory to-the.communion of angels and g;orious beings 
adove.:.. The complacency and Jove.for virtuous, minds, 
like all other moral affe&ions are. formed, at leaſt ftrength- 
ened by previous diſcipline.. If we. have lived in ſerenity 
and aſlociated with-the,good here, we ſhall. have acquired 
the. principle. of. ſpititual delight in good -beings, - which 
qualifies the ſoul. to- be gathered -umo feraphs, and to be 
aſſociated with the purified and refined fpirits 6x.the upper 
world. We have unavoidable :Ffiftions eno* without coin- 
ing new ones, Tt is greatly delirable, towards our own feli- 
- «city, to lec: the churches in peace,todwell together jn luve. 
- Qur- churches afford /a 'moſt- agreeable review; Ve 
bave- lived to «© ſee the ſinking church ariſe,” * We ma y 
. Eaſt our eyes around us in a wide extended and AI. «x- 
* Watts, Lending 
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tending proſpe&, and feaſt them with beattiful chi £ 
churches on this flouriſhing vine which God: almighty lixs 
planted. Lec us- accuſtom ourſelves to--take/an annty 
view, and carefully attend to the public exigencies of #8 
churches in the progreſs of increaſe. or decline... + Let4 
often tell theſe things to our children, that with-their ag 
eyes they may [ee-and admire the wonder-working, prove 
dence, of God. That when they are-convinced; from;an 
in{peRion of , the ways-of God, that the-cxnſe- they an 
embarked in flouriſhes-and is ſecure, and' appears evident- 
ly emerging f{uperior to all oppoſition, they may-give glotly 
to God and take courage, never deſert the - cauſe, bur 
here firm and unmoved. 4 2m in no doubr.asÞ have befze 
ſaid, bur that the conſtitution and genecab form "of &h 
churches is very  nearly-apoſtolical. And tho? there rage 
impertetions remaining—yert they are much more -eaksy 
 amended- than in any. other- proteſtant church, as amew | 
ments would not be encountered with the: like oppolitigs 
of authorities and uhwieldy temporalities: If we oppreſSans 
it i8 ourſelves only ; our churches, ant the ſecular powert$$ 
much at their command, formerly adopted thole opprethie 
meaſures, which we always recolle& with-regret; and @&# 
approbarion *, But even the lower ſecular oppreſſions-| 


our principles we are not led to perſecute others, fo let3y 
entertain a manly charity for our proteſtarit brethren of# pr) 
denominations, rejoicing that they are to a very great G3 
gree reformed : and as we believe they reſpeftively jure 
themſelves, each more-than others refurmed tothe fertt 
* tore rule ; ſo our extenlive charity and comprehenlive-23» 
nevolence, is no ways-inconfiſtent with our given the pÞÞ 
ference to £9; gregationaliſt nm, We reoice that men ney 
become-gaod and: | boly-in all communions :—it: will; (v7 
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think that our churches have the preference in this, as 
well as in being reſembled to primitive ſcripture model as 
to the ordinances and forms of worſhip—yer we doubt 
not the pious dying from every communion will be re- 
ceived to glory. We are not fo bigoted as to think that 
the render mercies of the Lord are limited to us, and that 
none can be ſaved our of our churches. We rejoice to 
ſee men of virtue and true goodneſs ; and it gives us plea- 
ſure ro view thoſe perſons as ornaments of the communions 
to which they belong, though different from ours. Toſtead 
of wiſhing the extirpation of any fe&, we wiſh them all 
well and to abound in the knowledge and - praftice of 
chriſtianity, and to {ubſiſt on truth and honor, We ſtand 
firm and faſt to the conſtitution of liberty in our churches 
—and as we do not opprefs others, ſo we hope not ro be 
oppreſſed by others. ' On the footing of equality and uni- 
yerfal liberty we are friends to all, but ſabmir not to be 
ſabordinate to any, Having ſecured and fortified our own 
$ cauſe, we” may (it down full of a joyful ſelf-complacency, 
” and look around on our chriſtian brethren of the other 
ſets, not with a view of ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord, not 
to avail ourſelves of their differences, leaſt of all ro per- 
Fecure and oppreſs them ; but to exerciſe good-wil and 


facere chriſtian love ro them, to ler off the emanarions of 
benevolence towards all that fear God and work righte- 


"We ſee my brethren, the arguments are ſtrong for the 


congregational union in every point of view. There are 
liar reaſons why the congregational brethren and 


fome pe 
over! na this colony ſhould be united. Our cauſe is 

one, and a caufe not in decline, not in difrepute, but in 
honor anda moſt flouriſhing proſperity. Let us be cemented 
together by forbearance, fellowſhip, union. Let us, my 
reverend FaTytzs in the miniſtry give faithful attention 
tothe paſtoral labors, and feed the flock of God, the 
churches over which the holy Ghoſt hath' made us over- 
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ſeers, Let vs tcach for doQrines, not the inſtitures of men; 
but the pure word of God, that our congregations mays 
grow in the knowledge of. our. Lord = Saviour Jeſus. 
Chriſt. Jt will be our wiſdom to be united ourſelves, ant 
to thatend to avoid every thing by which we may -unnece(+:; 
ſarily offend one. apather. Paſtoral alienations. are. top? 
often accompanied with alicpations among. the churchegs, 
Our paſtoral conventions * tend to harmony, and ſhew that;; 

we are agrecd in the prope! matters, and willing to walks. 

together. Let the ſpirit of harmony extend to our church-? 
es and congregations, among whom ler us be careful ts: 
cultivate the principles of harmony and good will to allz* 
that our denomination may be diſtinguiſhed by an unbigots:? 
ted, genercus and. diffuſive charity to others, Let us ani: 
mate them with annual accounts of the ſlate of the:? 


<4 


churches, and with this view let us keep our eyes on thes 


puvlic ſtate. We ſhall thus a& the part aſſigned us byZ 


ET 
ed 


4 nary under the general dominion of the mediator;;* 
e ſhould account ourſelves happy in being charged with; | 
the miniſtry of reconciliation under the prince 0 peace, .. 
Let us make full proof of our miniſtry :—be the glory-:. 
of God in the 'reconciliation of men the great obje&t of #:; 
our attention. Let our perſonal ſanftity.and public utilirg** 
be animated by conſidering that the more we have been<+! * 


© Ted 
* SLA 


ww 
1.34 
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inured in cultivating piety and love among men, the better-/: 
ſhall we be prepared to join the extenſive-plans of ordery'+: 

and happineſs on high. And having in this manner been; 
long employed in doing good, and become uſeful in pro-1,+ 


moting peace and virtue on earth ; we may not only reflec 5 
on our paſt lives with ſerenity and triumph, but adopt + 
with aſſurant hope and confidence thoſe divine iſes'*. 
made from the great Lord of the univerſe the head of the |: 
church, in which our future reward is repreſented undep 
the idea of receiving a kingdom, being þ4 Ae to a. 
heavenly miniſtration, being inveſted with a lar > 


* Firſt formed ia this Colovy Auguſt 25, 1756, 
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. of aQtion and power, and honored with more talents, more 
opportunities of 'doing good; in a word, of being aſſigned 
to affairs of more extended benevolence. Be our fidelity 
then inſpired by the realizing anticipation of the future 
honors; when **-they that be wiſe ſha}l ſhine as the bright- 
* neſs of the firmament, and they that TuxxN MANY To 
KIGHTEOUSNESS, ' as the ſtars forever and ever.” 
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LIST of the: Miniſters, Churches and religious 
Aſſemblies, eſpecially of the four Denominations of; 
Con epationaliſts, Ba iſts, Friends, and Epiſeo Hans, 
as lie ince-foerſed/i the four New-England overn<#*s 
ments, taken for the Beginning of the Year 1760. :. 
In ſome few of theſe Congregations, the Churches are," þ 
not yet formed or gathered. [ have endeavored ts mate th#i,>' 
Catalogue as accurate ahil perfect as I could. | Sonie Churs:: 
ches may have been omitted —and there may be ſome Tr anſ+ i; 
fitions. Any Miſtakes of this Nature will be forgiven: 
« candid Mind. Jt may ſuffice that I have inſerted all = 


+ __ n 
HF : 
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that have come tv wy Knowledge : and that the Number off: 


= 2 
on 
x 3 


the congregation! Churches are nat augmented beyond the | 
E Epifapelion. B. Baprff. Þ. Pred 4 

t tan. aptiſt. P. Presbyterians, ate 
cording -4 45 cm of Scortar' The numeral Figures 24 
denote the Numther 0 mlegetione! Churches in each; 
Town ; the Total of which in New-England appears 19... 
be about 539, incluſtoe of the presbyterian Churches, 8” 
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rev Benj. Ruggles 1 New-Brantree 
rev James Humphries 1 Perquiage 
rev. Aaron Whitney 1 Peterſham 
rev Thomas Frink | 2 Rutland 
rey Joſeph Buckmioſter 
vacant -1 Pripcetown 
Davis 1 Holden 


rev 


lo. 6. 
As 


rev Tim. Harrington 2 Lancaſter 
rey John Mellen 

rev John Rogers 1 Leominſter 
rev Thomas Goſs” 1 Boon 


| rev Joſeph Wheeler 13 Harvard 
1* rev David Stearns rt Lunenburgh 


rey Jonathan Winehelter 1 Dor- 

( cheſter- Canada 
— cot 1 Iyfwich- Canada 
rey Lemuel Hedge } Roxbury-Ca- 
[nada 


| 


—— 
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Country of HampsHine. 
Res Jonathan Aſhley 1 "Deerfield 
rev Mr Billings 1 Greenheld 
rey Joſeph Aſhly 1 Sunderland 
"rey Judah Naſh x Montague 
rey Samuel Hopkins 1 Hadley 
rev John Woodbridge 1 So.Hagley 
rev Mr Parſons r Amherſt 
rev Tim. Woodbridge 1 Hatfield 
rey John Hooker 2 Northampwon 
rev Mr Judd ** 
rev Mr Cutler x Quobbin 
rev Stephen Williams ) Spring6« eld 
rev Robert Breck 
rev Noah Merick 


Friends 
rev Amariah Froſt 
Smaps no—_— B, 


rev John WKioſtry 
rev Elijah Lothrop 
vacant 4 


—— a= — B. 


Rev John Ballantive x Weſtfield, 
rey Mr Bridgham 2 Brimfjeld 
VACAant 

— vacant B, 

rev Jedidiah Smith » Granville 
rev Mr Morton 1 Blanford 

rey Mr Strong 1 New- Marlboro” 
rev Mr Jones ': No. 3- 

rev Ebenezer Martins 1' No, 2. 
rey Stephea Welt x Stockbridge 
——- vacant 1 Fallkown 

rev Jonathan Hubbard 2 Sheffield 
rev Samucl Hopkins | 
rev Jeſſe Clark 1 Spencer 
— Vacant 1 Egremont py 
rev Juſtus Forward x Coldſpring | 
rev Abraham Hill 1 Rhodetowa 
rev Mr M-Dole 1 Colerane 
-rev Ezra Thayer 1 Ware River 
rey Adonijat Bidwel 1 No. 1 
rev Mr Abercrombie rt Pelham 
— yacant 3 Wellhoſuck 
———— yacant ' 1 Pontooſac 
— — yacant 1 Palmer 


rey Joha Hubbard x Northfield 


40 


| 


—_ = 


| 


| 


| 


County of PLywovurn. 
Rev Jac5d Bacon 3 Plymouth 
rev Chandicr Robluns 
—  yacn 
rev William Rand 1 Kingſton 

rev Charles Turner x Duxbury 

rev Atherton Wales 2 Marthbeld þ 
rev Thomas Brown 
mm —_—_— 
rev Sherjaſhub Bourn 2 Scituate 
zev David Barns 
- xev My Thompſon BE. 

rev Samuec} Baldwin '+ Hanover 


[- 
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1 rev Haac Backns  B. 
rev Roland T 


rey Thomas Smith 'x4 1 
Frien }s + 
rev Mr Dod 


ge 1, Abington :., 
rev Daniel Perkins 5 "OO" S 
rev -John Angier 
rev John Shaw 
rev John. Porter 

rev Solomon Read 


353% | 
%. 


rev Jonathan Parker . 2 rindi 


5% 


rey John Howland ME: | 
rev Sylranus Conant 2 Midd! uy 
— —— Vacant 


rev Eh-nezer Hinds B. 


r Ww 
J 


rey Timothy 
rev Ivory Hovey 
rev. Thomas Weſt 
fey Mr Patten pF Halifare 


CounTyY of Barevorg® 


Rev Jofi-h Crocker x Tg, 
—— E. 


Friends 
* rev Mr White ' 3 
rev Joſeph Palmer 
rev” Mr Car 
-— — vacant 2 Faſton 
— Vacant 2M 
—— yacaot 1 Dartmonth py 
Priends 4 meetings 7 
rev Silas Brett 1 Freetown F 
Friends 
rev Samuel Toby. r Berkley _ | 
rev Nathan Fiſker 1 Dightoa \ 
"ev John Wales 1 Ray In 
rev Mr Wood B, Swanzy +... 
ev Job Maſon 8. FE 
rev Ruſſel Maſon B. 
Friends 


eey Gad Hitchcock 


| rev Abijah Welde, 2 Att 


FT hy Chas 


v. Damel Marti B. 
rev Nathan Pierce B. 
rey (oe; Nonnch B. 


16 
Duntar of BAZNSTABLE. 


Rev Caleb Upham 1 Truto 
—  }. 
rev HWaiah Lewis 3 Eaſtham 
rev 'Edward Cheever 

rev Joleph Crocker 

rev..5 Emery 1 Chatham 
rev } Dennis 2 Yarmouth 
rev Grindal Rawſon 

rev Haiah Dunſtar 2 Harwich 
rev John Dennis 

—c act 

rey 'Mr Chaſe B. 

rey Joſeph Green 2 Barnſtable 
rev-.Mr Shaw 


rev Abraham Williams i Sandwich. 


Friends 
rey Gideon Hawley 


Maſhpec 
rev Sol. Bryant, Ind. | 


rev 'Samuel Palmer 1 Falmouth 
Friends | 


— — — 


” I4 | 
County of Duxes County. 


Rev Andrew Boardman 1 Chilmark 
— vacant Tilbury 
— Vcc Edgarton 
Indian Church 1 Gayhead 
revZech. Mayhew 1 Chriſtiantown 
Friends — Nantucket 


$ 


EPPENDIY. 


| 


County of | 


Rev Iaac Lyman 2 | York 
rev Samuel Lanckton 

rev 4Benjimin Stevens 3g Kittery 
rev John Rogers 

rey Johah Chaſe 

rev Jacob Folter 2 Berwick 
rey John Morſs 

Friends 

rev Mr Hemingway 2 Wells 
rev Mr Little 

rev John Hovey 1 Arundel 
rev Moſes Morrel 1 Biddefurd 


In 
County of Cumpzaravn;. 


Rev Thomas Smith 3 Falmouth 

rey John Wiſwall 

rev Ephraim Clark 

Friends 

rev Nicholas Loring 2 Yarmoeth 
rev Eliſha Eaton | 
Friends | 
rev Richard Elvin 2 Scarborough 

Vacant 

rev Mr Dunlap 1 Brunſwick 
1 Gorhamtown. 


County of Litxcorw. 


Rev Mr Bailey E. Pownalborough 
—— Vacant I Georgetown 
vacant 1 Woolwich 
vacant 1 Newcaltle; 


Total of congregational churches in 
province of Maſlachuſertts, 306. 
In year 1749 they were* 250. 


* Summary hiſt, V.'s. Þ. 542. 
COLONY 


q* » 


CounTr of New-Havex. 
Rev Jolenh Noyes 8 News- 
rev Chauncy Whittelſcy $ Haven 
* laac Stiles 


rev Ebenezer flonderſon E. 
rev Benjamin Woodbridge -—. 
rev Samucl Bird 

rey Naphtali Dagget 

Nicholas Street 


rev Noah Williſtoa —_ 
nnd on | 
VAICant _ 


rev Sampel Whittelſey 2 Milford 
rev Job Prudden P, 
rey Thomas Ruggles 
rev Amos Fawler 
"rev Jonathan "Todd 
rey James Sprout 
rey John Richards 
rey. Richard Ely 


than Merick 3 Branford. 
lemon Robbins 
rev o he Willams 
rey Samuel Hall 4 Wallingford 
rev Theoptulus Hall 
rev James Dana 
—— Yacant 


—  \. 
— B. 
rey Elizur Goodrich x Durham 
rev Daniel Humphry 2 Darby 
res Jonathan Lyman 

rey Richard Mansfield E. 

rev Samuel Todd 3 Waterbury 
— - FE, 

rey Mark Leavenworth 
rey James Scovel E. 
rey Jobn Trumble 


- 


28 


APEEN DIL 


Colony of CoNNECTICUT. 


=". ev William Ruſſel 6 Mi 
: 5 Guilford po Moſcs Bartlic 


| 


-f rey John Narton 


| 


rey Eliphalet Williats 555) 
rev Nathaniel Hooker = 
| rey Daniel Ruſſel 3 Weathersfiegd 
rev James Lockwood Eee Wi 
rey Joſhua Belding - 75 
rey Hezekiah, Biſlel '7, Windſor) 
rey William Ruſſel, juo. Fe | 
rev Thomas al OO 
rev Joleph"Perry #530 
-rey. Seth Norton — 220M 
—=— Vacant | 64 


Rev meas Whiimas 4 
rey Edward Dorr 


Vacant 


rev Edward Eells 
rev Benjamin Bowery 


rey Ichabod Camp E. 
vacant 


| 


rev Samucl Newel 7 Farmingto} 
— F. 

rev Timothy Pitkin 

rev Ebenczer Booge 
rey Samuel Clark 

rey Benjamin Chapman. 
rey John Smalley 

—— vacahit 

rey William Gibbs E. atk | 


rey Joſeph Strong 3 ' : 
rev Jclle Roots L 
vacant A 


rev Eleazar May 1 Haddam 
rey Grindal Rawſon. 3 E. H 
rev Hobart Eaſtabrook 
rey Joſeph Fowler 
rey Ephraim Little 4 Cc 
| rev Thomas Skinner 


l 


Rev Elijah Maſon 


w— Vacant 


rev Benjamio Pomroy 3 Hebron 
rev Elijah Lothrop | 

rev *Samue] Perers E | 

rev Iſaac Chalker 2 Glaſſenbury 
rev. John Eells 

rev Peter Raynolds 1 Enveld 
rev ' Ebenezer Gay 2 Sufficld 
rey! John Graham jun. 
rev Freegrace Leavitt 23 Somers 
rey Thomas White r Bohon 
rev Mr Willard 1 Stafford —. 
rey Gideon Noble: x Willigton 
rey Nathan Williams Tz Tetland ' 


cas | 


| 
: 


. a: 


et 
Broke of 'Fatxrittd. 
Rev Jobn Beach E Paitfield 
rev Noah. Hobart £ 
rev. Joſeph Lamſon E 
rev Daniel Buckin 


| 


APPENDIX 


| — Vacant 
rey Ebenezer White 1 Danbury 
rev David Judſon 2 N-wiown 
rey Thomas Brooks 
rey Jonathan Ingerſoll 1 Ridgheld 
rev Eliſha Kent 3 Newfairheld 
rev Elijah Sill 
rev James Taylor 

24 
County of Ngw-Lowpox. 
Rev Math. Greaves -E. N Londog 
rev David Jewit 2 
| xev Mather Bylcs 


ans cnn | 


| xev Benjamin Lord 6 Natwich 


rev Jabez Wight _ 
"rev Berjamin Throop 
rev Peter Powers 


| rey Jobn Ellis 


w— Vacant 


rev Jared Eliott 2 Killingworth 


rev. Nathaniel £ 
rey Samuel Sherwood 
rev Seth Pom 

rev Jedidiah Mitte 4 Stratford 
rev Chriſtopher Newton . 
rev; James Beebee 

rev Izrahiah Wertmore 
rev” Edward Winſlow E 


tt. At... 
hd. — —— ot At — 


| 


| rev George Grifwold 3 Lyme 


rey William Seward 

rev William Hart 4 Saybrook 
rey Stephen Holmes 

rev John Devotion 

rey Simcon Stoddard 


rev George Beckwith 

rev Stephen Johnſon 

rey Jacob Johnſon 2 Grotog 
rev Mr Ba:ber 

rev Valentine Wightman B 

tev Eben. Rofſeter 3 Stonington 
rev Nathaniel Tells 

rey Joſeph Fiſh - 
tey Hezekiah Lord 2 Preſton 
ter Aſhur Roficter 


-— —- 


—— Abraham Todd 2 Greeewich ; 


24 
CounTY 


APPENDINY 


® rey. Anthony/ naddura | 5 BY 
4 Woodbury rs 


County of Wmibnax. 
Rey Samuel Moſely 3 Windham 


ty Ebenezcr Devotion rev  Jotin Graham 
 xev White rev Thomas Canfield 
rey \ Williams 2 Libantn | rev Danicl-Brinſmade 
acob Eliot w—-;+rev Nathaniel Taylor'-2 
rev zer Wheelock Milford - 


rev David Rowland r Plainfield 
rev James Cogſwell 1 Canterbury 
rev Richard het 2 Mansfield 
rev Daniel! Welch - © 


rev Nathan Strong 2 Coventry winton ; \ 
rey Oliver Noble © '* . rev Jajntng Marſh 1 New Haghr 
rey "Abel Stiles 4 Woodſtock | (9! 
rey _— Willams, Jan.” . rev Jeile Ives,t Norſolk/, 


rey David id Ripley 2 Pomfret 

rev Aaron Putnam 
rev Aaron Brown 4 Killingly | 
rev Noadiah Ruſſel 
ter Timothy Allen 1 Aſtiford | 7©y Cotton Mather Smith-1 Shatygy 
rey Simwel Durance P. 1 Volemtown | 7©Y Hezekial: Gould, x Cornwat;| 
rev Mr Horton 1 Union rev Abel Newel I 
rey Joſiah Whitney 1 Mortlake. | *©7 Natha-Roverts 4,T 


Fe 


rev. Jonathan: Lee 1 Saliſbory "4 


24 20! 34 

| Total of congrepational churches 

CounTy of  Lircnrieid, in the colony! of Coane. - 1/3, 
Rev Judah Champion 1 Litchfield | A. D. 1749 ſaid to be about 1 v 
rev. Solomon Palmer E, « But more probably 15x 


—_— 


Io the year 1760 died 1© of the paſtors ; 18 ordained, incudtzz 
one inſtalment ; and 6 new churches gathered, whole pariſhes &#i| 
;ocluded is this liſt; At the end of the year, I thiak there are'$. 
of theſe parochial congregations whoſe churches are not+formesy 
viz, 10 for Maſſachuſetts, and 5 for CooneQticut. , So that 
the total of | tions is. 5.30, the-total of 
is 515 for the end of the" year 1760. It the-total of £1 
in 1749 was but 407, as Dr, Douglaſs aſſerts, we have malig 
198 churches in 12 4 1 
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APPENDIX, 


Province of: NEw-HaMpsHIRE, 


> nt Brown E, Portſ- | 


Langdon 2 
rev Marmeduke Brown 'E p 


rev. Woodbridge Odlin 2 Exeter | 
rev Daniel Rogers J 


rev Samuel 


rev Daniel Wilkins P x Souhegan 
rey Daniel Emerſon 1 Hollis 
rey. Mr. Merril z Nottingham YT 


| rev Mr. Stearns 1 Eppeg 


"rev Nathaniel Traſk 1 Brentwood 
rev Jonathan Cuſhing x Dover 
ha oha Tuck x Golf; 

ney | Z 

rev Mr Pike rms. 
Fricads . 1 - 

rev Ezra Carpenter 1 4{hwelot 
rev John Moody i Newmarket 
rev John Adams x Durham 
rev Mr Prince 1 Madbury 

rev Eames 2 Newton . 


rev Benjamin Butler NAW) ho 


rev .Mr Hobbs 1 Pelham 
rev Mr Bailey x Salem 


rev Mr Hughltoa P. 3 Merrimack 
| | rev Mr'M*Dowal 1 Goffs-Town 


| rev Mr Scales 1 Hopkinton 


rey Ebenezer Flagg 2 Cheſter 

rey Mr Wilſon P 

rev David M*Gregore P 2 Lon- 
donderry. | 

rev' Mr Daviſon P 

rev Timothy Walker ' x Romfi 

is | 


1:0 


pr IE 


tt i _ a 


rev Mr Whintemore x /Suncook 
rev Mr Ki ' P VS i Mr 1h 
rey Mr Hi xt Rocheſter 


3 
A. D.' 1749 about * 


_— Ak 


—_ 


Re 


CoLony of RHoD#-IsL 4nNÞ end PhovieneNCE 


PLANTATIONS, 
FTIRiends Newroztr Moravian 
.* rev Thomas Pollen E. | Synagogue 
- rev Edward Upham B. | rev Samuel 'Windſor 'B. Px 0 vr- 
rey John 'Maxſon B. $Sabb, rev Mr Greeves 'E. (pexce 
rev William Vinal x rey ' Joſeph Snow 1 
rev Ezra Stiles 1 hom, vacant - 1 
ev Gardner Thurſton B, | Friends -, 
2b | | | Friends 


Friends Portſmouth. 

rev Charles Holden B. Warwick | 

rev Benjamio Pierce B, 

Friends 

— — F. 

rev Joſeph Pack x Welterly 

Fiiends 

rey Samuel Aldborough B. North- | 
* Kingſton 

Friends ru; - Kingſton 

- rev Joſeph Torrey 1 

rey Samuel Fayerweather E. 

rev James Rogers B, 

*— Vacant 3B. 

——— Yacant 1 New-Shorcham 

rev John Gorton B. Raſt-Green-+ 

Friends ( wich ; 

Friends Jameſtown 

rev John Windſor B. Smithfield 

Friends 

vacant B, Scituate 

rey Dayid Mitchel B, ſk | 


APPEN DOK 


rev Benjamin Gardaer B. 
Greenwich m- 
[ rev Peter Worden B.' Cort: tt 
vacant B. Exeter. Mw. 

rev John Uſher E. Briſtol. 
rev John Burt 1 | 
rev | Othaiel Campbell! x Ti 
Rounds B, 


.Ells 1 Little- 


023 Elan" ce my Adhy mn. > wt woe oath. ner 


